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Pastor, Bestselling Author, Speaker, Media Guest
‘ministry donations, and church giving

Inspiring Open Handed Giving in a Tight Fisted World




PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release
SURVEY SHOWS MOST CHURCHES

SAW GIVING GO UP IN 2008,

BUT NEARLY 30% SAW GIVING DECLINE.
SURVEY ALSO REVEALS 85% OF CHURCHES ARE STEPPING UP

TO HELP PEOPLE IN A DOWN ECONOMY.

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO: Over 1000 churches participated in a survey on church giving.   Church giving expert, Dr. Brian Kluth, reports that in the midst of a US and global economic recession, the majority of churches (71%) saw giving increase or stay steady in 2008.  Kluth reports that 47% of churches actually saw their giving increase in 2008.  But the survey also showed that 29% of churches experienced a decline in giving this past year.  In response to the growing economic concerns, 46% of churches are holding the line on their budgets and spending for 2009.  14% of churches did cut staff positions or payroll costs in response to a decline in giving.  A significant number of churches (85%) are planning at least two initiatives in 2009 to help the people in their congregations learn to manage their finances and giving according to Biblical principles.  Nearly one third of the churches surveyed indicated they would be increasing their dollars for benevolence ministries to help people in their church and/or communities weather difficult financial times.  Dr. Kluth commented that “In the midst of a down economy, it is great to see that churches are stepping up to help people in need and to give people helpful Biblical insights so they can learn to better manage their finances.”   Dr. Kluth is a pastor, media commentator, bestselling generosity author, radio speaker for www.GiveWithJoy.org, and founder of MAXIMUMgenerosity.org. 
For an executive summary of the survey and access to the full survey results, www.kluth.org/survey.results.htm
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www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org, www.GiveWithJoy.org, www.GenerousLife.info
Credentials:

Dr. Brian Kluth is a pastor, bestselling generosity author, national and international speaker,

Media commentator, and philanthropist.  He has been interviewed by NBC, CBN, NBC's 20-20,

leading newspapers and magazines, Kiplinger Money magazine, Chronicle of Philanthropy,

Prime Time America, radio and TV news and talk show programs and Money Matters radio

heard on 1000-stations.  Kluth's "40 Day Journey to a More Generous Life" book has become

an unexpected bestseller with 400,000 copies in print and translations underway in over 50

foreign languages for worldwide distribution.
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