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o™ GENEROUS LIFE :

Inspiring open handed giving in a tight fisted world




Day Thirty-Six – When You Help the Poor and Needy, Don’t Do it for Public Recognition

Matthew 6:2 - - this verse is often misunderstood. A lot of people think this verse means that you can never do something and then let anybody know about it, but it doesn’t really mean that in its context. It does give a caution about letting people know what you’ve done. Jesus says:

“When you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets to be honored by men.”

In other words, a lot of people do their giving with a lot of fanfare and a lot of excitement with the goal to be honored by others. He says:

“I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.”

If that’s what they were going for, then that’s what they got. In other words, there was no eternal value in that.

 “When you do give to the needy do not let your left hand know what the right hand is doing so that your giving may be in secret, then your Father who sees things that are done in secret will reward you.”

In other words, our giving is to be motivated by pleasing God as opposed to pleasing others. We are to be responsive to how God is leading us and prompting us, and we’re to respond appropriately to the Lord. Some people say that because of this verse nobody can ever know what any giving is, but that isn’t a biblical concept. With Moses there were a lot of people that giving was publicly declared, with Nehemiah the giving was declared, and with David the giving was declared. The Bible does not mean that you can never know what giving was done, but it’s this whole idea of, “Where are your motives? Who are you doing this for?” Look in this particular verse. If you look at the context of the verse, if you try to stick with that theology that nobody could ever know, then you could never pray publicly because in these same verses it says, “When you pray, pray in secret so that your Heavenly Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you openly.” The idea there is that if you couldn’t tell anybody, we would never be able to have a public prayer. We have people pray for church services, it’s regular to have people stand up and pray for one another, and so the Bible does not say that you’re never to pray in a way that’s public, we pray in public and pray for people all the time. In the same way, there’s a place where giving can be made known and it can be a source of inspiration to others. In the Old Testament David very clearly said, “This is what I’m going to be giving.” He identified it and it was used to inspire others. Paul talked about the Macedonian Christians and how much they gave, “They even gave beyond their ability when they first gave themselves to the Lord.” And he used that as an inspiration to others that they might become more generous. Where Jesus condemns giving is when it was only done for show; it is not done to please God, it’s only done for public recognition and nothing else. Jesus cautions you, “Watch your heart with your giving, and be careful with your giving.” Ultimately it’s to please the Lord, but there are times that your telling a story about being generous can be a source of inspiration to others.
Day Thirty-Seven – Even Your Smallest Acts of Kindness Will be Remembered and Rewarded

Matthew 10:42, this is a verse that the Lord used to speak to my life just this last year. Jesus says:
“If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones, because he is my disciple I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.”

I was talking to one of the children of a family in our church – it’s a single mom and a number of children – and somehow the conversation got around to milk. I don’t know how it got on to milk, we were just in the fellowship hall between services and this little 8-year-old says to me, “I sure like milk.” I didn’t think anything of it, but then he says, “but I never get milk.” I said, “What did you say?” and he said, “We never get milk.” I said, “What do you mean?” and he said, “We’re too poor to have milk. My mom always puts pitchers of water on the kitchen table, but we can never have any milk. Boy, I sure wish we could get some milk, but we can’t afford it.” I knew the family situation and he was correct, they don’t have the ability to give milk to that large family with this single mom. I went to bed that night thinking about that little boy, I was thinking, “If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones, because he is my disciple I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.” I thought, “What about a cup of milk? If the Lord is going to remember a cup of water, won’t He remember a cup of milk?” I talked to Sandi, we prayed about it, we talked about it, and we got a hold of the dairy in town and got that family a year’s supply of milk. When I saw that family the next Sunday they were so excited because they were going to have milk and they hadn’t had any in a long time. Sometimes God brings needy people across your path and you can be such a blessing. When you think about your circle of friends, the relationships that you have, and your church family, you know who you need to have your eyes peeled for? A single mom. A single mom in most communities is on the bottom rung of the economic ladder. They may have had a decent income when they were married, they may have lived pretty well when they were married, but suddenly something happened in their home and that marriage broke up. A lot of times the mother is trying to go back to work, sometimes she hasn’t worked in several years and is having difficulty getting a job, she gets a lower-paying job, and sometimes the husband is not faithful in his support checks, the kids are the victims of the whole experience and they struggle tremendously. One of the ways you can leave this place, if you want to take a smooth stone – I talked about David and how he went down to the river, pulled out a smooth stone, and went back and slew Goliath with one of those stones – you could go back and be a blessing to a family with a single mom and some children. Take that stone in your pouch. It doesn’t have to be a year’s supply of milk, it might just be taking them along to a movie, taking them out to lunch, or buying school supplies. Anything you do for a single mother and young children will be used by God to greatly help. Here’s the reality: they can’t pay you back. That’s the kind of giving God gets excited about is when you just come alongside someone else. So often we live with people that are at the same economic level as us, and we’re looking at people that make more than us and thinking, “Poor us, everybody else seems to have so much more than we do.” The Bible says you’re going to be blessed when you help the needy, when you bring yourself into their world and bring yourself down to their level. God says that at that point you’ll be happier and you’ll be more content. It’s not looking around at what others have that you don’t have, it’s learning to bring yourself into the lives of those that are needy and it can be a great blessing to you. This family that we helped with the milk -- there’s another family that takes them out for lunch every Sunday. The couple is elderly and retired, and they take out six kids and a single mom every week. The kids call this guy Uncle Don, he’s been like a father figure to them since their father isn’t there, and Uncle Don and Aunt Julie take them out to lunch. They come alongside and love on this family and have helped this family. Let me encourage you to go back with the stone, to have eyes peeled to those single moms and young children. Proverbs 19:17:
“When you help the poor you are lending to the Lord and He pays wonderful interest on your loan.”

Here’s a reality from God, when you help the poor God says, “I’ll make it up. Some way, I’ll make it up.” You may think you’re losing, you’re giving out resources and they’re gone. God says, “No, when you help the poor and needy, I will get in the picture and do something unique in your life. As you helped them, I will help you.” Last summer a little boy named Isaiah came into my office. He was kind of down and dejected, and I said, “Isaiah, what’s going on?” He said, “Not much.” I said, “Hey, it’s summer time! You’re out of school, aren’t you excited?” “No, not really.” “Why aren’t you excited?” ”Because we can’t do anything this summer.” I said, “What do you mean you can’t do anything?” He said, “Mom and Dad are getting a divorce, and Mom says we don’t have any money, we can’t do anything, we can’t go to the pool, I can’t go to camp, and I can’t do anything.” He just had his head hanging down. I said, “Isaiah, would you like to go to camp?” “I would love to go to camp, but I was told I can’t go.” I said, “We can get you to camp.” I took him down to the church secretary and said, “We’re here to sign up Isaiah for camp. I don’t care how we do it, I don’t care if it’s money from me or the church or where it comes from, but we’re getting Isaiah to camp.” We got him back to camp this summer along with his sister. You should have seen his eyes light up. When you help the needy you do get paid sometimes, and it’s the sparkle in a little child’s eyes, it’s just the excitement of that child. He was so excited that he got to go to camp. When we help the needy and those that can never return the favor, God steps into the picture and blesses us as we seek to bless others. Realize that your smallest acts of kindness can be rewarded by God.
Day Thirty-Eight – A Main Focus for Your Giving Should be Your Local Church and Ministry Staff

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:

“If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? Don’t you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple and those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.”

In other words, the scripture teaches that those who minister to you are supposed to receive from you, that’s a biblical command. It’s really sad; there are a couple of things that go on in church life. Some people say, “I’m mad about something.” So they pull back their giving and don’t honor those spiritual leaders in their midst. Some people try to use their money in the church to control a decision or something that happens, but God wants us to make sure that we are faithful in our giving to our local church. Some people also say, “I give my time.” You know what? Time doesn’t pay an electric bill, time doesn’t pay a utility bill, and time doesn’t pay a payroll. Bless God if you give your time, but you also need to invest your resources into your local house of worship, wherever that is. As I consider this in my own life, how do we do this? The way Sandi and I have done it, you’ve heard the story of counting our blessings where we would look back on the last seven days and see how God provided for us. We took our expected income, the main source of income that we were counting on for our life, we would take a tenth of that and made sure that went to our main ministry, which is our local church. That’s how we made it a priority. In my case I actually do an electronic funds transfer, it’s a tenth of my income that’s transferred electronically to my church on a monthly basis because I want to be 100% faithful to the Lord in giving to my local church. The reality is that in most of our lives, in addition to the main income there might be a second income, bonuses, a spouse’s income, inheritance, or all kinds of other things that go on in your life. What we have found is that we give a tenth of my main income to our local church, but all these other things go into a blessings fund and we sometimes still give offerings to our church for a special project, but to missionaries, people in need, or camp or media ministries we care about we give out of those resources. I always encourage people to make sure to make it a priority to give faithfully to your local church. 1 Timothy 5:17-18:
“Pastors who do their work well should be paid well and should be highly appreciated.”

What have you done recently to let your pastor know you appreciate him? Being a pastor is very hard. When I became a pastor, I thought I had an S on my chest -- Superman or Spiritualman or something. Do you know what pastors have? I don’t know if they have an S on their chest, but they do have a bull’s-eye on their back. It’s hard work to be a pastor because sometimes people want to talk about the pastor but they don’t want to talk to the pastor. Sometimes they get a lot of shots across the bow in different ways. I don’t know about other pastors, but I have a file called “Letters of Appreciation” and they don’t come very often, but when they do I read them and keep them. There are some days you’re just absolutely convinced that nobody is for you and everybody is against you. It’s tough to be a pastor, but it’s those words of appreciation and encouragement, and sometimes even gifts of encouragement. There are people that have brought us food, given us gift cards, people that have done all sorts of kind things for myself and my family and it just lifts the burden when you know there’s an appreciation and people bless you with resources, little gifts, or something. What have you done recently to encourage your pastor? None of us serve for thanks, but when no thanks come it’s hard to keep serving. A little bit of thanks and appreciation can sometimes carry someone who is serving for months. It isn’t just pastors, it’s people serving the Lord. Let them know you appreciate them, talk to them, thank them, tell them how they have made a difference. Use your lips, your hands, and your life to show appreciation for those in ministry. I have a little quote, “No church ever has a money problem, only a faithfulness problem.” We’re living in a time when the news reports are that church giving is going down around the country. There are churches beginning to lay off staff, cut back on programs, and they think it’s a money problem. It is not a money problem, it’s a faithfulness problem. In the average church 1/3 give absolutely nothing, 1/3 give under $500 a year, and 1/3 give over $500 a year. The issue is not a lack of money, the issue is that people aren’t faithful in giving what God has given to them because the Lord has provided resources to His people, but they stay tight-handed and don’t release them. In your life, may it always be true that you’re one who faithfully supports your local church and congregation not only with your gifts, but with your service, appreciation, and so forth.
Day Thirty-Nine – Building Projects are Worthy of Your Support

If you’re around long enough, you’re going to be involved in some building projects. Remember that facilities facilitate ministry, and there are those seasons of life where you will have that opportunity. The scripture records in Exodus 35 the giving that went on with the tabernacle. The people were slaves so they didn’t have any wealthy givers in their group, but the Bible says they plundered the Egyptians on the way out the door of Egypt. They were in the wilderness and they carried that wealth -- it talked about the gold, silver, clothing, and jewels they had plundered -- they carried the wealth in their clothing. Here’s something I’ve learned about wealth over the years, it’s heavy. There’s a burden that comes with wealth. What am I going to do with it? How am I going to use it? Some people, if I said to you, “I have a million dollars to give you tonight.” You’d say, “Great! My financial problems are solved.” No, your financial problems are just beginning because you’d have to decide, “What am I going to do with that million dollars? Where am I going to give that money? What am I going to do about the taxes on that? Where should I invest it? Where should I spend it?” It would literally be a trouble for you if you got a million dollars, it would create more problems. That’s what the lottery has proven; a lot of people who have won lotteries ultimately end up with their lives in disaster within just a short time. With Moses, these slaves are carrying this wealth and they’re out in the wilderness and then Moses is led by God to have a tabernacle. You know what they did? They said, “I’m tired of carrying this wealth.” And they released it. God says, “Look at what you have and give from what you have.” So these former slaves reached into their clothing and gave the wealth they’d plundered from the Egyptians for this project, and the tabernacle was built for the glory of God. David, 1 Chronicles 29, built a temple that was valued at $35 billion. If you take the gold, silver, iron, copper, and all of that and calculate the weight of it and multiply it by today’s prices it was literally over $35 billion. There were people of resources that came in and made a big difference in that situation. In King Joash’s day the temple was in disrepair and so he developed a little box and people came in and put money in the box for the renovations. In your lifetime you will have opportunities to release resources into a building project, but the key is to look at what you have. Not just your income, your income may be very small, but there may be a piece of land you’re sitting on, some equipment you have, or something you have but no longer need. Learn to release those resources into God’s ministry. There’s a new website that’s out called idonate.com. They have been starting to help people that have jewelry, art, land, property, and vehicles that you can donate through that ministry to your ministry. They handle the transaction, they take that asset and sell it, and those proceeds get turned over to the ministries that you care about. Those are things to consider as you look at those opportunities that come around once in a while.
Day Forty – God Will Show You Other Giving Opportunities Worthy of Your Support

We talked about church and building projects, but if you look at the scriptures, James 1:27, it talks about orphans and widows. The word “widow” there means “lonely woman”, it can be a single woman, divorced, or an actual widow, but it’s orphans and widows. If you want to have a religion that pleases God:

“The Christian who is pure and without fault from the Father’s point of view is the one who takes care of orphans and widows and who remains true to the Lord.”

I told you the story about the man who gave me a million-dollar gift on December 31st for our future relocation, but here’s the kicker; he put on it that until our church buys a future building, all the interest from that money is to go to help widows and orphans. It’s all to flow to widows and orphans – single moms, single women, or widows and orphans. We have resources in our church now that we will flow to help those people because they are in a special class. Do you know that God has favorites? We don’t like to think that, but the Bible says that the stranger, the alien, the fatherless, and the widow are special in God’s sight and He has his eye upon them. The people of God that serve, touch, and bless those people are a vehicle to be Jesus with skin on in their lives. In Job 29:12 Job talks about how He rescued the poor. Matthew 10:42 talks about the little ones, if anyone give even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones. Hebrews 12:13 too, do not forget to entertain strangers. There are people passing through in your life and you host them, you take them out for a meal or open up your home. In our church we have about 7 or 8 families that have said, “If somebody is passing through Colorado Springs and they need a place to stay, call us and we will host them.” A couple years ago we had a phone call from a guy who asked, “Do you want a house?” I said, “No, we don’t want a house.” He said, “It’s a nice house.” “No, we don’t want a nice house.” “It’s a really nice house.” I said, “What are you talking about?” He said, “I have a $425,000 house, I want to give it to your church if you use it for people in need.” I said, “We’ll look at it.” We went and looked at it, it was 2,800 square feet, had just recently been built, and he had it on the market and couldn’t sell it for the price he wanted. Someone offered him a low price and he said, “I am not selling it for that.” They said, “We’re not changing our price.” He said, “I’ll give it away before I sell it for that.” The people didn’t change their price, so he said, “Fine, I’m giving it away.” He called us up and gave it to our church. Not only did he give it to our church, his sister got involved and furnished the entire place with bedroom sets, living room furniture, dining room furniture, dishes, pot, pans, utensils, linens, towels and everything. All people have to do to come into this house is a suitcase, because everything else is there. People that come and stay in this house can stay from one month to one year but our church can’t charge them, that’s how it was set up. They can come in a time of transition or need. Everyone who has stayed there has said, “The only problem with living in that house, is wherever we go next we’re taking a step down, it is such a nice house.” Normally when you think of a church getting a house from somebody it’s 80 years old and needs 80 years of deferred maintenance, but this was amazing. One of the people that we helped was a couple from Singapore. He was an elder in his church in Singapore and was on a trip in Colorado with his wife and son. There was a head-on collision and his wife died and his son was in a coma. We were able to take that father in and, for a number of months as his son was nursed back to health, he had a place to stay and we were able to come alongside that family. We’ve helped missionaries, young couples, and people in need. God will give opportunities for you to do things. Philippians 4, we’re to help missionaries. This conference center has a great history of supporting mission projects and mission work. Acts 28:10 also talks about missionaries and how needs are supplied. Let me give you a couple tips about giving, I wrote a press release that went around the country last year that just gave some helpful tips. Sometimes people say, “Where do I give my money? If I’m going to be a giver, where do I give it?” I was just on a radio station in Seattle and some guy called and said, “I’m willing to give 20% of my money, but I just don’t know where.” So there are a couple things. One, make your local church a priority. Two, follow God’s promptings; if you set aside money unto the Lord, God will show you where to give it. Three, be in conversation and prayer with your spouse frequently if there’s a decision to be made. As they took the Crescent Project offering I had a number in my head, I didn’t have one in my head all week but suddenly it was there as the offering was being taken. I thought, “Lord, is that you?” I looked at Sandi and said, “Do you have a number in your head?” She did, and they matched. Guess what we gave? It wasn’t my idea, per se, and it wasn’t her idea. I feel that God prompted us to give a particular amount, and when you’re following the Lord’s leading you just do what He says. Four, as you’re looking at some organizations you can check them out. Go to guidestar.org, every non-profit in America has all of their financial information on this site. There are forms that they have to put into the federal government, you can go there and see what the top five executive salaries are. You can see what percentage of the money goes to ministry and what percent goes to fundraising costs. You can check those things out, it’s a great resource. ECFA, Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability -- that’s a membership organization -- if you want to support solid ministries it’s usually the ministries that are a part of that group. Ministrywatch.com is run by a friend of mine, Rusty Leonard, and he is kind of a watch dog over ministries and he has found out who has questionable board practices, who has excessive resources already stored up, who has excessive fundraising costs, and he grades them on an A, B, C, D, and F basis. There are certain ministries he says, “Do NOT send money to these groups until they get their house in order.” The other thing you can do is go to a ministry’s website and get information, or you can call them and ask for a copy of their financial report. If they don’t want to give it, then you don’t want to give them your money. You want to watch out for excessive fundraising expenses, excessive salaries, and excessive lifestyles. There are some groups that are out there that are living very unusual lifestyles and it really is questionable whether you want to let your money flow into what they’re doing. Also, give where you know or can trust the leadership. If the Fireman Association calls you on the phone for money don’t give to them, those are normally 60-80% that goes to fundraising costs. You’re going to want to sink a lot of your giving dollars into ministries that you have some familiarity with and not just respond to a phone call or direct mail piece, you want to give to ministries that are worthy of your support. Give where there are results, your ability to see their track record. Did they touch your life? Did they touch the lives of others you’ve known? Have you known missionaries that have been a part of that group and have you seen the effectiveness of their ministry? Whatever it is, realize that you can give with confidence and trust. As you set aside unto the Lord and obey the Lord’s promptings, you can be wise in your giving. We’ve covered a lot of ground, probably more than you’ve ever heard in your entire life or will hear again. I’m hoping, by God’s grace, that there have been some smooth stones. David got five smooth stones and he slew some giants. May you receive some stones and think, live, and give differently because of this message. One of my desires is to be a Johnny Appleseed and to plant seed in the hearts of the people that would cause them to want to become more generous. I won’t be the recipient of your gifts, for most of us our paths will probably never cross, but here’s what I would like to hear. If along the way and in the future the Lord does something special in your generosity or blesses you in a special way, I would love to hear the story and so E-mail me. I’m going to be developing a radio program that’s called Journey to Generosity and it’s going to be true stories of people that I’ve met, people that I know on a first-name basis – in other words, they’ve contacted me – and I’m going to tell their stories on the radio to inspire others about God’s grace, generosity, and provision. Please consider E-mailing me in the future if there are things that begin to happen in your life from these experiences. If you don’t E-mail me, I would ask that when we get to heaven and you have some stories of God’s grace in this realm of your life, I would like to meet you just inside the eastern gate, okay? I’ll be right off to the right. That would be wonderful to fellowship together and talk about God’s grace in your life, how God increased your generosity, how you had greater contentment, greater joy, and greater peace as you learned to live open-handed in this tight-fisted world.
