[image: image1.jpg]oAt 0 DAY JOURNEY TO A MORE

o™ GENEROUS LIFE :

Inspiring open handed giving in a tight fisted world





Messages by Brian Kluth, Pastor and Author – Email: bk@kluth.org
Day One – God is the Owner of Everything

In Psalm 50:10, God says: “Every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills and the creatures of the fields are mine; the world is mine and all that is in it.”

The Bible is very clear that all things in this life and in this world belong to God. He is the ultimate owner. In Colossians it tells that we were created by Him and for Him. We are to live our lives for His glory. I was mindful of a story out of Dallas Theological Seminary a number of years ago. There was a great time of financial hardship, I think it was in the Depression days, and the board was meeting and deciding if they could keep the doors open and so forth and they needed some money by a certain date. They had a board prayer meeting and one of the board members quoted this verse in the prayer, he said, “Every animal in the forest is mine and the cattle on a thousand hills.” Now the Texan board member came in with his little drawl and he says, “Lord, you own the cattle on a thousand hills and you own all the oil under the hills. Lord, sell some oil and let’s get this school back on track.” A few days or weeks later there was an oil man that came in and gave some tremendous resources into that particular ministry and kept those doors open. I heard the story about a pig farmer that went to market with his pigs and he made a lot of money. He came into the church office and talked to the secretary, and he says, “I’m here to talk to the top hog.” And she said, “Sir, we do not call our pastor the top hog.” He goes, “I don’t care what you call him, I just sold my pigs and I’ve got a $10,000 check for the top hog. I want to talk to the top hog.” She was a smart secretary, and she said, “Well, I think I hear a little porker coming down the hall right now.” The scripture here says God is the owner of everything. Haggai 2:8:

“’The silver is mine and the gold is mine.” declares the Lord Almighty.”

Do you have a wedding ring on? Whose is it? You say, “Well, it’s mine.” It’s yours for now, but if it’s gold it belongs to God. 1 Chronicles 29:11:

“Everything in heaven and earth is yours, oh Lord; wealth and honor come from you, you are the ruler of all things.”

When you understand this, when this becomes something that’s deep inside of you, it changes everything. One time at the camp that I was part of we were going to be building a lodge facility. We had an architect that went to Willow Creek Community Church in Barrington and he took his architectural company and provided all of the architectural services for our camp to build this lodge facility. I said to him one day, “Why are you doing this?” I’ll never forget his answer. He said, “Brian, a few years ago I discovered that God is the owner of everything. If God is the owner of everything, that includes my business, my architectural skills, my life and my time; it includes everything. If God is the owner of everything and if God is connecting me to the ministry that you’re part of, then God has led me to help under the banner of the ownership of the Lord Jesus Christ.” He said, “When I discovered that, it changed who I was. It changed how I did business; it changed how I interfaced with customers and with other people. The ownership of God changed everything in my life.” In 1 Chronicles 29, David says a prayer after a building fund project. This building fund project is quite an amazing story. David talks about what he’s going to give and then challenges people to give and they give. When they counted it all up, do you know what it was worth? The value of the gold, silver, iron, and copper that were given at that time -- there are scholars that have studied this -- was worth $35 billion. David says, “Everything comes from you and all of it belongs to you. Everything we’ve given you has come from your hand.” Psalm 24:1:

“The earth is the Lord’s, everything in it and all who live in it.”

I was teaching in Athens, Greece a number of years ago to mainly leaders from Eastern Europe, and I was talking to one fellow from Romania. He said, “Brian, as I listen to you teach and go through the scriptures, you need to understand something -- I’ve never heard teaching like this. For 70 years in Eastern Europe and in the Soviet Union we were taught about communism. In communism it said that the state is the owner of everything and the state will meet every person’s needs. That’s what we were taught. Then communism fell and capitalism and consumerism came into Eastern Europe and the Soviet Blok countries. Under those we were taught that no, the state doesn’t own everything, the state isn’t going to meet your needs, you’ve got to provide for yourself. You are the owner of everything, but you’ve got to provide for your own needs. That’s kind of failed us also, but for the first time in my life I’ve discovered that it’s not about communism, it’s not about capitalism, it’s not about consumerism, it’s about Christianity. Under Christianity I found out for the first time that God is the owner of everything, and with God as the owner of everything He is my provider. I need to learn to live under His lordship and his kingship and I need to manage what He gives me, I need to be grateful for what He gives me, I need to be content with what He gives me, and I need to be generous with what He gives me. I had never heard this in my entire life.” God is the owner, God is my provider, God is my source, and I am but a manager and a steward of what he entrusts to us. If you get hold of this or if it gets hold of you, life becomes different.
Day Two – God is the Provider of Every Good Thing in Your Life

James 1:17:

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of heavenly lights.”

What’s good in your life? What’s wonderful in your life? What are the things that you are most grateful for? My friend, those things are a gift from God. How many of you like the story It’s a Wonderful Life with Jimmy Stewart? That’s one of my favorite movies of all time. It wasn’t very famous when it first came out, but it has become a real classic now. My family normally likes to watch this movie around the Christmas holidays, and I just love thinking about this whole idea of a man who says, “I wish I had never been born.” Then it’s like okay, what does his family look like, what does this town look like, and what do his friends look like? What are the differences that this one life made? I think of the Lord Jesus Christ, and I think, “What if the Lord Jesus Christ would have never come?” What would your life look like? What would my life look like? Every good thing in my life has come from the hand of a loving Heavenly Father. I wouldn’t be married without the Lord Jesus because I met my wife at a church and we went to a Christian camp. If the Lord Jesus had not have come to this world, that church would not have been there and that Christian camp would not have been there, so I would have never married my wife because we wouldn’t have known each other. We wouldn’t have had our children – we have two adopted children and one biological child. Those two adoption agencies were Christian agencies and if it wasn’t for the Lord Jesus Christ coming into the world and causing people to be compassionate in India and in another place in the US, my children would never have come into my life. I wouldn’t have had the church I grew up in over the years. I was part of Bethel College and seminary for a while, that experience wouldn’t have been in my life. I wouldn’t be at the church I’m at right now in Colorado Springs with its wonderful congregation. I would be without hope, without help, without heaven, and I would be without Maranatha. You take the Lord Jesus Christ out of your life, and if He would have never come into your life or never come into this world all of the good that you and I have ever experienced would evaporate in a moment’s time. Your marriages, your families, your church, many of your friendships, and so many things that have been a blessing in your life would be gone in an instant if the Lord Jesus Christ would not have come. It’s a wonderful thing to consider and to contemplate the goodness of God in our life. The Bible says every good and perfect gift is from above; anything we have, it comes from His hand. God is also a very faithful provider; it’s unbelievable the ways that God can provide for us. Proverbs 8:18, God says:

“Unending riches, honor and justice, and righteousness are mine to distribute. My gifts are better than the purest gold or sterling silver, those who love me follow me and indeed are wealthy, I fill their treasuries.”

It’s an unbelievable thing when we realize that God is our source and provider because it changes everything about us. God is much more interested in our needs than our greeds – it’s not a prosperity gospel. I’m not a name it, claim it, grab it, blab it kind of preacher. When you realize that He is the source and the provider, and He is the giver of every good and perfect gift it’s okay to pray. It’s okay to go to the Lord on any financial decision, on any purchase, and just talk to the Lord about it. It’s a wonderful thing to realize that things come from His hand. I prayed for money, but God sent me the boots I needed; I didn’t need money, I needed boots and God provided. That was a significant turning point in my life, because I began to discover that if unending riches are God’s to distribute and He can provide what is necessary and what is needed, then all things are appropriate to talk about with Him. One day at the camp, the leaders came in to me -- I was kind of the finance guy and marketing fellow at that camp -- and the operations guy said, “We need to buy a new septic pump.” I said, “Okay, how much is it?” and he said, “It’s $15,000.” We didn’t have $15,000, and he was saying, “We have to have this septic pump, we have to order it.” The camp had gone to a debt-free basis to operate their ministries while I was there, and I said, “Well, if it’s a ‘have to’, if it’s a real need, then we can talk to God about it.” So we began to pray and say, “God, we need a septic pump.” Now I don’t know -- when you think about a septic pump – how do you raise money for a septic pump? Do you send out a letter and ask everybody to get behind it? What do you do? Do you give them memorial opportunities? “In honor of my grandfather, Joe” and we put it on the septic pump? I mean, I was a bit perplexed on how we’re going to raise the money for the septic pump, but we had to have it. We were praying about it, and I was mindful of this verse that God is the distributor of what we need, He is the provider. I said to the guy, “Go find out who makes it.” So he found out that a Swedish company that had offices in Connecticut made it. I said, “Now I want you to tell me everything about that pump, I want you to tell me the make, the model, the color.” – I guess there wasn’t a color – “Whatever it is I need to know. I need to know exactly what this pump is.” So he gave me all the information. I called the company and talked to the most important person that was there, the assistant to the president. You see, presidents come and go but assistants are the ones that run the show. I called and said, “Who is the president?” They told me his name, and then I called back and said, “Who is the president’s assistant?” and they told me her name, and I hung up. A little while later I called her back and I said, “This is Brian Kluth and I’m working with a camp in Wisconsin. Your company manufactures septic pumps and it’s the very septic pump we need, and I was wondering if there’s somebody that you could point me to that could help me get this septic pump, and if you could donate it or discount it or do something.” She said, “Sure, I want you to talk to Ollie Olsen, send him a fax.” This was a number of years ago. So I sent Ollie a fax and I told him about the need for the septic pump, told him about our camp, and said, “Is there any way that you could help us?” I sent it off, and said, “Ollie, I’ll call you in a couple of days.” So I called him in a couple of days. I called him and said, “Ollie, this is Brian.” And Ollie said, “Yeah, yeah, we got your letter.” I said, “Ollie, that’s great. I was wondering, is there any chance that your company can help us?” “Yeah, we sent the pump.” I said, “But Ollie, we never talked, that’s an expensive pump.” “Yeah, that’s an expensive pump, but we sent the pump.” “But Ollie, we didn’t talk about the money!” “No, we’re just going to give it to you. We’re giving you the pump, we’re sending you the pump.” A $15,000 pump! I wasn’t there with the Israelites when the manna came down from heaven but I will tell you this, when the semi rolled down the road to the camp with the septic pump on the back -- it weighed about 400 pounds -- it was manna from heaven. God knew our need was a septic pump, and what did God give us? He didn’t give us the $15,000 to buy the septic pump; He gave us the septic pump. That got my juices flowing. This camp was a little on the older side and it needed a lot of work, and I began to call corporations all over America and talked to the most important people in the world, the assistant to the president. We got lumber, windows, and power machinery given to us. We just had thing after thing…mattresses and doors and carpet and all kinds of things. All over America God gave us favor, because unending riches are His to distribute. God meets our needs, not our greeds; He is the provider of every good thing in our life. It’s a wonderful, transforming truth. If you are not a Christian, maybe you’re in church and grateful to be there but you’ve never crossed that spiritual line, you’ve never put your faith in Christ, and you still have more questions than you have answers. You’re here listening to something about giving and living a generous life, but if you are not a believer yet I don’t want you to worry about giving to God. What I want you to realize is what you can receive from God. You can receive forgiveness of sins, a brand new start, the power to be good, the power to do good, and you can receive help for your problems, the ability to forgive, and a home in heaven. If you’re not Christ’s follower yet, the journey starts with receiving from God. God will transform you and change you and make you into a generous person with your whole life and your being, but realize that it’s what Christ has done for you. That’s the starting point in the Christian life and receiving from God.
Day Three – Your Role is to be the Trustee, Manager and Steward of 100% of What God Entrusts to You During Your Lifetime
God is the provider, God is the source, but we are the managers. Matthew 25 talks about this idea that people were entrusted with some resources, and then the master goes away and comes back and he’s talking to them. To the one who did a good job – multiplied what he was given – the master was full of praise and he said, “Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together.” He was given resources and he managed them well. This verse had a big influence on my life because about ten years ago God began to speak to my heart about being a pastor. I had never gone to school to be a pastor, never prepared to be a pastor, never planned to be a pastor, and never wanted to be a pastor. I was in camp work for about ten years and then I headed up a national ministry in the US as president for about six years, but God began to move. God began to speak to my heart and say, “Brian, I want you to be a local church pastor.” I served in my local church, I was elder church chairman, I did preaching in that church and in other churches, but God began to speak to me. I was looking at my life, looking at my finances, looking at different things and in that particular season of my life I had over a six-figure salary. I began to contemplate what this kind of change would mean and realized that my salary would probably go down about 60% if I was to move into a pastoral role. There was a real wrestling going on. One day I was visiting some people in Denver and somebody said, “Brian, one of the problems with you right now is that you’re trying to figure out how this would possibly work, but you can’t figure it out. You need to surrender to God’s calling on your life. What God guides, He provides. What He orders, he pays for. If God is calling you into pastoral ministry, He is the one that will bring it about and provide for your family, but you have to surrender.” I went up to the hotel room and got down on my knees. I said, “God, I don’t understand how you’ll ever do this and I don’t know what church would ever have me. God, I don’t know how it will all work out but at the end of my life there’s only one thing I want to hear, and that’s ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant, come and share in your master’s happiness.’” On the basis of that it didn’t matter what my title is, what my salary was, where I lived, or what I did, my only role is to be a servant of the Lord Jesus. At the time I was in my early 40s and I said, “God, it’s whatever you want.” All of our lives are to be managed under the lordship of Christ. What would God have you do? How would God have you live? How would God have you give? When you learn to become open-handed, it’s all about what He would have for you. So you live this life as a steward, as a manager, as a trustee, and always with one goal in mind, that you might someday hear, “Well done my good and faithful servant.” It doesn’t matter what the bank account says, what your zip code is, or what kind of car you drive. What matters is that you someday hear, “Well done my good and faithful servant.” 1 Corinthians 4:2:
“It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.”

One of the things I’ve learned about stewardship and about managing and so forth is that we’re accountable. We’re accountable for what God has called us to or entrusted to us. A number of years ago I was in Florida and I took out a rental car. If you think about it, in American ways of thinking about it, it’s like, “It’s my car. I’ve got the keys and I’m the driver, so it’s mine.” I drove that car all over Florida, did all the things I needed to do, and then I was filling up with gas just before I went back to the rental place. I was backing up in the gas station and hit a cement pole that I couldn’t see, and just totally scraped the back of that car. When I took that car back, they inspected it. It seemed like it was my car, it felt like it was my car, I owned it, I drove it, the key was in my hand, but it wasn’t my car, it was Hertz’s car. I was just loaned it for a time and there was a payment that needed to be done, but now damage was done. I had to pay for that, I was accountable; I was a steward of that vehicle. I was free to use it, but there is an accounting that goes on with Hertz or Alamo or any of those other companies. They check, “What did you do with what we gave you?” There’s an accounting in our own life. We’ll look at some other verses later about how we can live with a life of wood and stubble, or precious stones. It’s very possible that we can live for the wrong things and have the wrong focus, but we have to realize that when we are stewards, we are managers and the greatest goal in life is to someday hear, “Well done, my good and faithful servant, come and share in your master’s happiness.” It was reported that Martin Luther once said that people go through three conversions; the conversion of their head, the conversion of their heart, and the conversion of their pocketbook, and then he said, “Unfortunately, not all at the same time.” It’s very possible that some of you have gone through a conversion of your head, you understand the Christian facts, you acknowledge them intellectually, but maybe you haven’t dropped it 18” into your heart. Some people miss heaven by 18”; they knew all about Christ but they never received Christ. You see, we’re to receive Him and we’re to respond to Him. It’s not just to be the conversion of our head and understanding the facts, it’s to be the receiving of our savior and the conversion of our hearts. Ultimately there’s also the conversion of our pocketbooks and our resources. In other words, all that God entrusts to us we are to be managers of one hundred percent.
Day Four – The Lord Watches Your Giving

Mark 12:41: 

“Jesus sat down opposite the plate where offerings were put in and watched the crowd putting the money into the temple treasury.”

Does your pastor know how much you give? In 90% of churches the answer to that question would be no. The reality is, many people would be very offended if the pastor knew what they put in. They think that, “Well, he would treat me differently if he knew.” or if he knew what everybody gave he’d only be nice to the rich people and not to the people that don’t put in so much. It’s very interesting that Jesus watches your giving. Every time a plate goes by, every time there’s an opportunity to give to the Lord, He sees, He watches, He knows, and He understands. One day I was talking to some people in my church about this question, should a pastor know? One gal says, “I don’t think you should because you would treat people differently.” I said, “That’s interesting. Linda, do you know that I know who has had an adulterous affair? Do you know that I know who has had homosexual encounters? I know people that have an alcohol problem, that have a drug problem, that have had an abortion, that have gone through bankruptcy, and that have had abuse in their homes or their families. I know so many things about so many people.” She said, “Yeah but that’s different, this is money we’re talking about.” Isn’t it interesting that homosexuality, adultery, immorality, drunkenness, drug use, all that, “Pastor, it’s okay if you know all of that, but don’t ever know anything about money.” To this day I still don’t know anything about money in my church, we have kept that quiet. It’s fine, I’m not worried about that, but Jesus knows. Luke 21:11:

“Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury.”

He knows about our giving. I was preaching in a black church once, and it’s kind of fun to preach in a black church because if you make a good point people cheer and they stand up and twirl around. It was an amazing experience. After I was done preaching on giving, there was a black woman running around with a check in her hand. I said, “What’s up?” She said, “Well when that offering plate came by I just told the Lord, ‘I’m sorry Lord, you know I was going to put something in, but I’ve got to live my life this week, take care of my kids, and take care of things.’ Suddenly I realized God saw everything. I realized that it became an issue of trust. I want to trust God this week, I don’t want to trust myself because I can’t make it myself, I need God to get me through the week. So I went looking, I want to give this gift in a spirit of trust because God sees my giving and God knows that I’m saying to Him, ‘God, I need your help this week.’” I was in one black church one time; it was the West Angeles Church of God with Bishop Blake, a church of about 10,000. We get to the offering time and he stands up in front of people and says, “Okay, we’re going to take the offering. I want all the tithers to stand.” All these people start standing. I was wondering if there was a treasurer over in the corner going, “No, you sit down and you sit down.” Then he says, “I’m going to pray God’s blessing on your finances.” He prays this great prayer for God’s blessing on the finances then says, “Okay, now you can sit down. Now all the rest of you stand up and I will lead you in a prayer of repentance.” If I did that I would be a dead man in the dumpster at my church. The Lord watches our giving, and may we learn to give in such a way that there’s a spirit of, “Lord, this is unto you.” There was a one-dollar bill and a hundred-dollar bill that were on their way to the incinerator. I don’t know if you know this, but in America they burn money when it wears out. On the way to the incinerator this one-dollar bill and this hundred-dollar bill started talking to each other. The hundred-dollar bill said, “You know, I really can’t complain, it’s been a nice life. I went to western Michigan on vacation, I drove a nice car, I had a nice house, I went on nice vacations, I went to nice restaurants and nice malls. How about you, little one-dollar bill, how was life for you?” One-dollar bill thought and says, “Well all I ever did was go to church, go to church, and go to church!” The hundred-dollar bill said, “What’s a church?” An elder was talking to me one day and he said, “Pastor, I saw my first hundred-dollar bill in the plate today!” I said, “Earl, how long have you been an usher?” and he said, “27 years.” He never saw a hundred-dollar bill in the plate for 27 years, so he understands that particular story of the hundred-dollar bill and the one-dollar bill.
Day Five – Don’t Become Prideful About Anything God Has Entrusted to You

We’re at all different kinds of economic levels. Some of you have been uniquely blessed by God to have very significant resources. Most wealthy people that I’ve ever talked to say that they have more than they ever dreamed possible, they wanted to do well in life but sometimes the wellness far surpasses whatever their expectations were. For some percentage in this world, that does happen. The Bible has some reminders about that, when that happens somehow all we can think is that it was all about us and our great skills and our great abilities. Deuteronomy 8:17 says:

“You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.’ but remember the Lord your God because it is He who gives the ability to produce wealth.”

Who gave you the sharp mind that you have? Who gave you the strength of body to do what you do? Who gave you the ability to breathe a breath of air every second? Who allows your heart to keep beating? My friend that is not you, that is God. If God has given you resources and blessed you in different ways, then thank God for it and manage it well and be a trustee of it well. Never think that it’s all about you because it’s not, it’s always all about Him. We’re to live for an audience of one. Psalm 62:10:

“If your riches increase, don’t be proud.”

Deuteronomy 8:11:

“Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, otherwise when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine homes and settle down, when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase, and all that you have is multiplied then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God.” 
God calls us each to say, “Lord, what I receive and what I have come from your hand.” Here’s another reality, if you’re in America you are rich. I’m going to prove it to you. How many of you made more than $1,500 last year? Congratulations, you’re in the top 25% of the world’s population, 75% of the world’s population makes less than $1,500 a year. Nearly half of the world’s population lives on about a dollar a day. When we think of rich people we think of somebody else and not us, and the reality is that it’s us all the way. Even if you’re here on welfare today, you are richer than 75% of the world’s population. Sometimes we say, “Woe is me.” The reality is we have so much, God’s grace is all over us and His provisions have been so wonderful to us. We need to be reminded not to become proud when our riches do increase.
Day Six – Even the Poor are to Give to God from What They Have

Some of you might say, “Well what about the poor? Here in America we should give, but what about the poor? What about someone that’s on a fixed income? What about someone that’s unemployed? What about a single mom? What about people on the other side of the world?” Even the poor are to give from what they have. Deuteronomy 16:16:

“No man should appear before the Lord empty-handed.”

One time when I was teaching in Greece there was a fellow from Bulgaria that was there. He told me, “Brian, I never heard teaching like this about God’s ownership, God’s provision, and how we’re to be managers and be generous. In Bulgaria we’re so convinced that we’re poor, we’re always looking to the West for help. We’re always thinking somebody else has to do it. My life has been changed, my heart has been transformed. I want to go back to Bulgaria and teach people what the Word of God says about managing what we have and living generously.” I thought that was great. He went back and ultimately took a lot of my materials, put them in Bulgarian, and sent them to 2,000 churches all over Bulgaria. He taught 100 seminars across Bulgaria on these biblical truths. When he got back there was a church that called him to say, “We need you to come and have a meeting with us.” He went to this church and said, “What’s the problem?” They said, “Well, it’s winter time and our church is very cold. We need somebody from America to give us money so we can buy wood to heat the church. Who do you know in America that can send us money so we can buy wood and heat the church?” He said, “Well, I know a few people in America, but let me ask you a few questions. Are your homes cold?” The people said, “No, our homes are fine.” “Well, why are your homes fine?” They said, “We go into the woods, cut down trees, bring back the logs, chop it up, and we have it in our yard to heat our houses. Our homes are fine; we just need wood for the church.” Just coming off of this conference with me, this fellow said, “God has blessed you with wood, you need to give some wood to this church.” They said, “No, that’s our wood, it doesn’t belong to God. We’re poor Bulgarians and we can’t afford to give away any wood.” He says, “No, God has blessed you with wood. If God has blessed you with wood, you need to give the first portion of that wood and bring it to this church.” They said, “We don’t like what you’re saying to us. We want you to tell us an American will give us money so that we can buy wood.” Then he looked at the pastor, who was a scrawny little guy, but he looked at the people and they were not. He said, “What’s the story with your pastor? He’s so scrawny and sickly-looking and you all look fine.” They said, “He’s bi-vocational. We can’t afford to pay him so he works a couple jobs to pastor this church. Those jobs don’t pay very well, he can’t buy food very well, and so yeah he’s kind of scrawny and tired.” He said, “But look at you, you look fine. Why do you look fine?” They said, “We have the best gardens in all of Bulgaria. We’re the greatest gardeners in Bulgaria and we have our animals and our gardens, so we’re fine.” He said, “If God has blessed you with those animals and those gardens, you need to bring some of the produce to your brother and support your pastor.” They said, “No, those are our gardens and our animals. He can work on his own.” They finally said, “You can leave now.” He says, “Okay, I’ll leave without giving you the name of an American who will buy you wood for your church, but I’m going to give you the Bible verses about what God says about how everything comes from Him, manage what He gives you and give from what He gives you. I’m going to come back someday.” About a year later he was coming back through that village and went to that church, and there outside the church were stacks of wood. He met the pastor, who was quite happy to see him. The pastor was looking healthier and stronger. He said, “What’s going on with you?” “You won’t believe what happened. After you left the people were all upset with you for what you said. They began to go in the Bible and read what the Bible said, and they discovered that God is the provider and the owner, and they are to be managers and they are to be generous. They began to bring wood, food, and meat. We have all the wood we need now, a whole year’s supply. I was able to quit all my jobs, I’m fully supported and I have enough. Not only that, this little village is giving so much that there is enough money now to support two seminary students from our church in a Bulgarian seminary. They’re fully funding the seminary students out of the offerings of this little village church.” You see, even the poor are to learn to give from what they have. In 1 Kings 17 we read about the widow one meal away from death and Elijah says, “From what you have, first give to me.” I think of a dear friend of mine, Nancy McPherson, back in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Her husband left her with three children and was sending her a very small amount of money for groceries every week for her and the children. The amount of money he sent was so small, it wasn’t even enough for one person much less Nancy and three children. I talked to Nancy and she said, “Brian, I’m so excited!” “What are you excited about?” “I’m going to give to God out of my grocery money.” “What do you mean?” This was years ago. She said, “I got this grocery money and when my husband was in the house he never let me give to the Lord. Now he’s left me but he’s sending me this little bit of grocery money. I’m going to give to God out of my grocery money, and I’m going to trust God to take care of me.” At that time in my life I didn’t have the maturity I have today, and I said, “Well Nancy, that’s nice that you’re feeling that way but you have such little money, I think I would just hold on to it. I think you need all of that for yourself because it’s not enough.” She said, “Brian, I know it’s not enough, but I’m going to give to God out of my grocery money and I know that somehow God will meet my needs.” So she began to give out of her grocery money. A couple months later I saw her and she had gotten a job at a cookbook company. They paid Nancy to go shopping at the grocery store. She bought all these foods and they paid her to prepare all these hams, roasts, turkeys, pies, casseroles, vegetable dishes, cakes, kind of like the brunch today. This cookbook company would take pictures of everything that she made, but when they were done taking their pictures they never wanted the food and they told Nancy, “You just take it all home and feed your family.” Her Heavenly Father provided the groceries that were necessary for her and her family. As Nancy gave to God out of her grocery money God proved Himself faithful.
Day Seven – Set Up a Plan to Faithfully Give 10% or More of Your Financial Resources to the Lord’s Work

In Luke 11:42 Jesus is talking about the tithe. Deuteronomy 14:22:
“Be sure to set aside a tenth.”

In other words, you’re not to co-mingle funds. You’re literally to receive resources and set them aside separately, separate it out as unto the Lord. It’s not something that you’re to touch for your own purposes. Whether you’re given little or whether you’re given much, you learn to set aside. In India what they do is if they have enough food for a meal, they take the first handful of rice and set it aside for God’s servant. They literally do that for every single meal. I was teaching one time in this church in Milwaukee, and this fellow named Bob said, “Well I don’t believe it, I just can’t believe that. This day and age with the price of everything, there’s no way you can set aside at least a tenth and give it to the Lord. Who is going to take care of my kids? Who is going to pay my bills? Who is going to pay my mortgage? Who is going to pay the medical bills? Who is going to buy my kids shoes? There’s no way that someone could do that.” This was in a class I was teaching, and I said, “Bob, everything I know about God says this is the right thing to do.” Bob said, “Well I don’t buy that, I don’t believe it, and I’m not going there.” That night Bob called me on the phone and said, “Brian, were you really serious? Do you think a Christian should set aside the first portion of their income and give it to God?” I said, “Bob, I really do believe that.” He said, “I don’t have the courage to do that, I’m too afraid to do that. I could only do that under one condition.” I said, “What is that?” He said, “At church you would have to start a tither support group.” I said, “A tither support group…what do you mean?” He said, “Again, I’m too nervous and scared. I need to get together with others that are trying to do this and then we can commiserate and complain about how bad it is, how life is miserable, and how we can’t make it. Then maybe I would have the strength to do this.” I prayed, “Lord, what should I say?” and I said, “Bob, how about we start a tither support group of two?” He said, “You and me?” I said, “No, you and God.” He said, “What does He have to do with it?” I said, “Everything.” He said, “Brian, you think that if I begin to give to God, God is going to suddenly show up in my life?” I said, “Somehow, some way, yes. God will show Himself faithful in ways you cannot understand today.” That Sunday he comes walking down the aisle waving a check and he says, “Brian, you better start praying. The first check is going to God, and I can’t make it through the week.” I did start praying, and about Thursday Bob called me and told me that I was lucky because God came through with an expense check that he was not counting on and they made it through the week. A couple Sundays later Bob walks in, he’s waving another check. He says, “Brian, you better start praying. I don’t have any expense checks coming, how is God going to show up this time?” I went home and began to pray. About Thursday or Friday Bob called me and told me I was lucky again. I didn’t get anything out of this, I don’t know how I was lucky, but I said, “Bob, what happened?” He said, “I got a letter from the Christian school and they had just done an audit on their books. Four years ago we had overpaid them $138 so they sent us a check and we’re going to make it through the week.” I said, “Bob, that is a bona fide miracle. No Christian school in the history of the world has ever sent a parent money back!” Bob said, “Wow, you’re right.” Another time Bob called me and he didn’t have enough money for a bus ticket and somebody in his workplace gave him a bus ticket. He said, “Brian, they gave me a ticket and it had the number I needed on it. God even knows my bus number.” You see, God encouraged Bob that He was in control, and that he needed to honor the Lord with what he was given and allow the Lord to be the Lord in his life. To be a faithful giver you can not co-mingle, you have to learn to set aside.
Day Eight – Don’t Trust in Your Riches, Trust in God

1 Timothy 6:17: “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant, nor to put their hope in wealth which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God.”

I have mentioned that if you make more than $1,500 a year you are in the top 25% of the world’s wealthiest people. How many of you here have a computer? I have multiple computers, I am about ready to offer someone $50,000 a year plus room, board, and a car if they’ll come and be my IT person in my house. I spend half my time fixing our family’s computers, some of you can relate to that. If you have one computer in your home, you are in the top 8% of the world’s wealthiest people. What if you have a vehicle? One vehicle and you are in the top 6% of the world’s wealthiest people. If you wanted to learn to live what most of the world lives like, here’s what you would need to do; you would need to go home and move into your garage. First you have to get all your stuff out of there, alright? It couldn’t be your garage, probably, because it would have to be one bay, one garage spot. As a matter of fact, there couldn’t be any extra space. It really needs to be about 8’x10’ and you would have to turn the electricity off. You wouldn’t have a cement floor and you wouldn’t have a refrigerator. You’d have a few cooking utensils and you would have to go get firewood. Your whole life would be lived in that 8’x10’ space. That would be normative for this world today. Actually, if you moved into your storage shed that would be even more similar than your garage. If you have a little 8’x10’ storage shed somewhere on your property, that’s the way much of the world lives. The Bible says, “Command those who are rich in this present world.” That’s you and me. There’s no way that we can escape the reality that we are rich by any standard. By any way you measure it, we are truly rich. The Bible says, 

“We’re not to be arrogant nor put our hope in that wealth which is so uncertain, but we’re to put our hope in God.”

The reality is that wealth isn’t certain, it can come and go quickly. I knew of one couple about a year and a half ago that had almost all their retirement funds in MCI WorldCom stock. Within about three weeks, their stock went from $600,000 in value to $183. The reality is that money talks. Do you know what it says? Goodbye. Adios. Hasta la vista, baby. See you later. Think about how much money you’ve made in the last ten years and multiply that times ten. A lot of money flows through our lives, but it comes in and it goes out. As a believer you can help tell where you want money to go. It is passing through your life and it is going somewhere, but as believers we can direct it to the Kingdom of God. Psalm 49:6:

“Sinners trust in their wealth and boast of great riches, yet they can not redeem themselves from death by paying a ransom to God.”

Later it says:

“They may name their estates after themselves, but they leave their wealth to others.”

A very wealthy man died on day and someone asked his accountant how much he left behind. The accountant quickly said, “All of it.” There’s a bumper sticker that says, “He who dies with the most toys, wins.” There’s another bumper sticker that says, “He who dies with the most toys, still dies.” The reality is we will leave this world and we cannot take anything with us. There is no U-Haul behind a hearse; it’s just not going to happen. In our life God says to put our trust in Him on a daily basis. As we live our life, as we make our decisions, we’re to be communicating with the Lord constantly about our life and about what He would have us do. We’re not to trust in riches, but we are to trust in God.

Day Nine – Understand Riches Can Deceive You


Revelations 3:17:

“You say I am rich with everything I want, I don’t need a thing.”

You don’t realize that spiritually you are wretched, miserably, poor, blind, and naked. Wealth can have a way of deceiving us concerning our spiritual condition. We can think that if we have wealth we have everything we need, and we could actually be missing the true things that we do need. I heard about the fellow that was driving his $80,000 sports car along the coast of California, I think it’s Highway 1 there along the California coast, he came around a turn too sharp and his car went out of control. The car went tumbling over the edge and rolling down a cliff and threw the man out in the process. When the car got to the bottom it burst into flames. A trucker came by and saw the whole thing happen. He ran over there and saw the guy, who was alive and coming back up. The trucker said, “What happened?” The guy says, “I don’t know, but I lost my car! I lost my $80,000 car!” The guy says, “You’re worried about your car? Your arm is ripped off!” The guy says, “Oh, my Rolex watch!” See, he was deceived thinking that stuff is what is important. Stuff is not important, the Savior is important. You say, “I’m rich with everything I want and I don’t need a thing.” No, our greatest need is our savior. Mark 4:18-19:

“Others, like seeds sown among thorns, hear the Word but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth and the desire for other things come in and choke out the Word, making it unfruitful.”

I heard about a family that was hosting a Chinese family for three months. It was in Minnesota and these people were very wealthy. They had a beautiful home, beautiful things, and a beautiful lake home. While they were hosting the Chinese family they renovated their house, bought a bunch of things for their lake home, and all these things were going on. At the end of the three months, the couple from Minnesota asked the Chinese couple, “How did you like America?” The Chinese couple said, “We could never be Christians in America.” “What do you mean?” They said, “From what we can tell the last three months, all you do is spend all your time taking care of your stuff.” Think about that. They said, “For three months all we ever saw your energy being given to was all your stuff. As Chinese Christians, we realize there are so many more things that are important, but those things we didn’t see in three months of living with you.” That just cut that particular couple to the quick as they began to realize, “You know what? That Chinese couple is right, we’re not living for the savior, we’re not living for souls, we’re enjoying ourselves and we have nice things.” There’s nothing wrong with nice things, but that touched them so deeply that they began to make some changes. The fellow retired from his executive position, they loved working with young people and they decided they were going to get involved in a campus ministry. They sold their lake home, they sold their home in the suburbs of Minnesota, and they moved into a city where there was a university campus and today they are ministering full time to college students in the home that they have on campus. They realized that they were spending all their time living for all their stuff, and they said, “We want to live for the savior. We want to live for the spiritual welfare of others.” So they made that choice. When you think about all the stuff that we tend to have as Americans, we spend our time buying, storing, using, cleaning, insuring, repairing, protecting, and replacing it, it goes on and on. We are literally consumed by our stuff. There was fly paper -- I haven’t seen that in years, but as a kid my aunt used to have it in her house in Wisconsin – there was this fly paper hanging there and this little fly was flying toward it. He says, “Hey, my fly paper!” So he goes and grabs on to that fly paper and the fly paper says, “No, my fly.” Possessions can possess us. We go for possessions, but what happens is there are hidden costs with every possession; the time, energy, and money it will take to have that possession. Those things that we go for can ultimately control us, so the Bible is very clear that we need to be very careful about what we allow to possess us. Proverbs 23:4-5:

“Don’t weary yourself trying to get rich, why waste your time? Riches can disappear as though they have wings, the wings of a bird.”

The idea is that money talks, it does say goodbye. As you understand that you can begin to say, “Okay, we need to be careful and cautious about what we’re doing with our time, energy, and resources that we might live a life that is worthy of the Savior and is a great blessing to others.”

Day Ten – Train Your Children to be Faithful and Generous Givers


Proverbs 22:6:

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”

We’re to have an impact upon our children’s lives. I don’t know how you’ve done this, but I know in our own family when Jeremy was about 4, Bethany was about 6, and Josh was about 8 we gave our children three envelopes. We said, “Make drawings on these envelopes. The first drawing is for the Lord; it’s things about church and the Lord.” They drew the cross, the church, and so forth. The second envelope, I said, “That’s like a bank.” So they drew a vault, a bank building or something. The last one was spending money, so my one son wrote Toys R’ Us on his envelope. Whenever they would get any kind of money whether it was birthday, Christmas, allowance money, a work project or whatever, we would take our children to the bedroom and say, “Here is the money, now we divide it up.” Money has three purposes: giving to God, saving/investing, and spending. We’ve been doing that now for seven years. For seven years we worked with our children to introduce the three purposes for money. With Josh turning 15 this year I’m talking to him about a fourth envelope that we don’t have to worry about, and that’s taxes. I said, “The government will just take it.” He’s really beginning to learn about what that looks like. The reality is that you have to have a way to begin to instill in your children this idea of giving. How many of you that give ten percent or more started that practice as a child or a teenager? That started back at a young age where you learned the process and you grew up with it. Rockefeller made the comment, “If I didn’t learn to give when I made my first $1.50, I never would have given when I made millions.” You have to teach your children that whole idea of practicing giving to God. At Thanksgiving we’ve gotten this little catalog called The Samaritan’s Purse. It has all kinds of things in there about how you can help the needy. Think in terms of a J.C. Penney catalog, but think in terms of helping God’s work. Instead of flipping through the wish book – when I was a kid the J.C. Penney catalog was called the wish book – what we do at Thanksgiving is tell everyone that’s having dinner with us, whether it’s our family or someone visiting, we say, “We want everyone here to give $100.” If we have ten people there for Thanksgiving it’s going to be $1,000, if we have five people it’s going to be a total of $500, but we give everybody during the Thanksgiving meal that catalog of ways they can help. You can buy a goat for somebody in Cambodia for $18, ten chickens for somebody in Africa for $8, a small tent and a blanket for a refugee in Eastern Europe for $25, children’s school supplies for $8…you look through that. As a family and everybody with us we have people sign up for what they’re going to do, and then they share with everybody in the room how they spent their $100. We’re trying to instill in our children that God has blessed us with so much and we can take resources in this world and can bless others as we seek to honor the Lord. This last Christmas, because of some significant resources that flowed into our life, we sat down on Christmas Eve and said, “Whose birthday is it?” Simple question, what’s the answer? “Jesus’ birthday!” “Well, why doesn’t he ever get any presents?” You ever think about that? So this particular Christmas we said okay, if it’s Jesus’ birthday we ought to give Him presents. We said to our kids, “The way to give presents to Jesus is to help the needy. When you help God’s servants, you’ve done this unto Him.” So we had a list of about 15 or 16 needy families, needy people who were missionaries and God’s servants who Sandi and I self-approved before we gave it to the kids. We said, “You each have $1,000, and we want you to each give a present to Jesus tonight. We want you to identify on this list how you want to give $1,000. It has to go to at least three places in our community, our country, and our world.” So before they got to open up their presents, my kids had to make a decision about their presents for Jesus. We each talked about where we were giving those resources, and then we read the Christmas story and my children opened their presents. Guess what? Jesus’ presents were worth a lot more than my children’s presents because it was His birthday we were celebrating. We gave nice presents and all of that, but it was the idea of trying to work with our children to instill in them the value of giving. In my family we recently opened up a little foundation. Sometimes when we think about a family foundation we think, “That’s for the really mega-wealthy.” How many of you have heard of a community foundation? A community foundation is like a charitable bank account, and you can put any resources into this account. You could put cash, stock, and assets in there. There’s a Kluth family foundation and it cost us nothing to open the account, so we flow money into that multiple times during the year and out of that foundation we’re able to give, totally anonymously, and have it be known to the person who gets it. I personally use one out of Atlanta, Georgia, called the National Christian Foundation. I also use one in Colorado Springs called Waterstone Foundation, so we have two different ones. You can flow money into that and you’re setting aside resources unto the Lord. With our children, we want them to ultimately realize that when it comes to Thanksgiving and Christmas, that is a time when we’re going to be making some choices for charitable Christian causes as a family. We’re trying to train our children now at 11, 13, and 15 the importance of how we as the Kluth family are going to release resources for the work of the Kingdom of God during our lifetime. This is part of what we do as a family. Several years ago we were taking our children through this devotional reading. We were doing it at breakfast one time, and we’re going through these daily readings and we get to the place about, where are you giving money? There’s a place to record that. Most of your children do not have any idea where you give money or how much you give. Our kids found out how much we made, they found out where our expenses were, and they found out where we were giving. We were going through the list of about 15 or 20 ministries that we were giving to. We were telling them the amount and we get to the Christian camp, Fort Wilderness, and my son, Jeremy, who was seven years old at the time, says, “Dad, we give $1,000 to Fort Wilderness every year?” I said, “Yes, we give at least $1,000 to Fort Wilderness.” He thought for a second and said, “Dad, don’t you know how many video games that would buy me?” Think about that. A seven-year-old was calculating in his mind that if we didn’t give $1,000 to this camp, he would get $1,000 in video games. I said, “You know what, Jeremy? We’ll never buy $1,000 in video games. What’s important in the Kluth family is giving to God. We will give to God and we’ll give to that camp and other ministries and people in need for many years. Learning to give to God is what’s important in our family.” That has to be taught and it has to be caught, your kids won’t get it on their own. I heard the story of one couple who was trying to teach their child, Amanda, who was about 3-4 years old, to give to God. They had her in the church service one day and had given her a quarter. They said, “Amanda, when the offering plate comes by make sure you put the quarter in that plate.” So the offering plate came by and Amanda’s hand went on that quarter and she was not going to let go. She was holding on to that quarter, and she said, “No, it’s my quarter!” They were like, “Amanda, put that quarter in the plate.” “No!” So the parents are literally prying her fingers off of the quarter and they’re getting embarrassed, the people around them are laughing, the usher is standing there chuckling, because it stopped the whole thing as Amanda is going, “No, I want my quarter!” Finally it clinks into the plate, they breathe a sigh of relief, Amanda is sitting there mad, and the plate goes by. They think it’s over. That afternoon Jean was looking out the back window and Amanda was in the back yard swinging on the swing, but she was yelling something. She thought, “What is she yelling?” So she opens the window and listens to Amanda. Amanda was swinging as hard and as high as her 4-year-old legs would take her, and when she was really high she was yelling, “God, I want my quarter back!” They laughed about that, but as Amanda was growing up she didn’t change. Some of you know exactly what I’m talking about because maybe you haven’t changed, “It’s mine! It’s mine!” You’re not open-handed, you’re tight-fisted. That’s what Amanda was, “It’s MY quarter!” Then Amanda went off to Torchbearer Bible School and she met a fellow from Scotland, a wonderful young Christian man, and God began to work in her heart and change her. She grew up in a Christian home and knew what was right, but there was that holding on, that tight-fistedness. Then they got married, and one of the friends that came to the wedding was a gal that was going to go on the mission field and she didn’t have enough money to go on this mission’s trip. You know what Amanda said to her husband on her wedding day? “Let’s take all the money we get from our wedding and give it to my friend who is going on the mission field.” They prayed about it and talked about it, and they said, “That’s a good idea.” The next day they went and handed over every dollar they got on their wedding day to this gal who was going on a mission trip somewhere in the world. Amanda said to her mother, “I have never felt greater joy than to open my hand and let God take from what was in my hand to give to someone else for His purposes.” I never felt greater joy. She’d just gotten married, that’s a very joyous occasion, but she never felt greater joy than the first time she learned to open her hand. Her parents were working with her from when she was very little. We live in a world, I don’t have to tell you, where it’s all about me and what I want and everybody is wanting everything and life is identified by how much stuff you have, if you have the latest styles, the latest and greatest electronics, the fastest, shiniest, and the newest. It’s very intentional; if you’re going to impact your children and your grandchildren, you have to change some things. I made a decision a few years ago that when my children turned 13 I would take them somewhere in the world. When Josh turned 13 we went to Eastern Europe where we were in ten cities and four countries, and Josh got exposed to the world like he never had been exposed before. Josh went back to Romania last year for five weeks and worked among the gypsies with a missionary family that he got to know. That’s the training -- how do I open my son’s eyes to the needs of the world? We’re scheduled to take our daughter to India in March, she was born in India but we’re going to go back to let her see the orphanage she’s from and meet the woman that met her mother and so forth. We want to open our daughter’s eyes to the world. We’re already planning a trip to Africa for our 11-year-old son Jeremy in two years, and hopefully that trip will open his eyes. Why would we do that? Why would we invest those kinds of dollars? Because I want my children to understand what God is doing in the world and I want them to be a world Christian, to have an understanding that their giving and generosity can touch the ends of the earth. We’re to train our children to be faithful and generous givers. That’s how the Kluth family did it. I don’t know how you’re doing it, I don’t know how you will do it, but you know what happens? You need to, because if you don’t who will? Who will? If you don’t seek to bring that into your child’s life, who will do it? Will it be a bank? A credit card company? People offering student loans? Will it be a car salesman, a real estate agent, or a mortgage broker? No, none of those people will be concerned about the things we just talked about. As parents we need to learn to invest in the lives of our children and grandchildren. I’ve known of grandparents that have done things with their grandchildren to give them eyes to see the world, or to do some giving. That can be a very exciting thing. Again, he who is faithful in little will be faithful in much. If you teach a child to be faithful with little, they will be faithful with much at a later point.

Day Eleven – Focus on Being Content with God’s Daily Provisions


1 Timothy 6:6:

“Godliness with contentment is great gain.”

Every one of us can have it. It doesn’t say, “Godliness with a certain bank account amount is great gain.” It doesn’t say a certain job title, address, car, or square footage in a home is great gain. Godliness with contentment is great gain. Sandi and I were in India a number of years ago and we were talking to a young fellow, he was an Awana worker, and Sandi said to him, “Isn’t it true that many Christians are very poor in India?” I’ll never forget his answer, he said, “Yes, we are poor, but we are rich in Christ.” He had the shirt on his back, his home was a little mud hut with a thatched roof and a single ceiling fan and a dirt floor. You know what? He had joy in his life and his eyes sparkled with the joy of the Lord. He was serving the Lord and he knew that he was rich in Christ.

“Godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world and we can take nothing out of it.”

If we have food, clothing, three cars, health insurance, a pension, iPods, big screen TVs, vacation homes, high-speed internet, and video games we will be content with that. No, what does it say? If we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. A lot of us have all that stuff I just rattled off, but the Bible has a very simple base line – food and clothing. Do you know the interesting thing? It doesn’t even say shelter. If you have food and clothing, be content and be thankful with that. One of the advantages of doing some overseas ministry is that you get to see how the rest of the world lives. One of the things you may want to consider is doing some short-term mission trip somewhere, whether it’s just into Mexico or an American inner-city somewhere, but just seeing how some people live. When we first went to India, my wife and I were there for about six weeks, and after we came back I don’t think we bought anything extra or new in about six months. We thought, “We have so much!” It brought a perspective that we couldn’t get in this life. Matthew 6:9:

“This is how you should pray; our Father in heaven, hallowed be you name, your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.”

It’s called the Lord’s Prayer, but it’s really the disciple’s prayer because it’s the prayer that the Lord wants his followers to pray. It’s interesting that we’re to pray on a daily basis, “Give us today our daily bread.” I don’t know about you, but it’s very easy in our society and our world to go days, weeks, months, and years and never pray that prayer intentionally. I heard Bill Gaither speak on this a number of years ago, he says, “You know, this is a very appropriate thing to do, to pray for God’s daily provisions.” In my own heart and my own life, I’d say I find myself praying this more and more at some point in the day, “Lord, I pray for your daily bread and daily provisions.” Proverbs says, “Give me neither poverty nor riches, give me just enough to satisfy my needs,” – not my greeds – “for if I grow rich I may become content without God, and if I am too poor I may steal and thus insult God’s holy name.” Learning to just pray and say, “Lord, your daily provisions, that’s all I ask for. You are my provider and my source.” If we’re going to experience God as our provider it’s very appropriate to pray daily for His provisions. I got a kick out of one of our children when he was a baby. Our child’s first word, do you know what it was? It was amen. We were excited about it, we thought, “Man, we have a spiritual giant on our hands already.” At the age of 10 months his first word was amen. He was going around the house saying, “Amen.” Then we finally figured out what was going on. You see, every time we fed him we would bow his little head, hold his little hands, bow our heads, and we’d say a little prayer and say “Amen.” When we said amen, he got food! Whenever he was hungry, he’d just go around saying, “Amen! Amen!” His first word wasn’t mommy, it wasn’t daddy, it was amen…which wasn’t spiritual at all, the kid was just hungry. There was something joyous about that, because we realized that our son’s first word was this idea that we prayed and gave thanks to God for a meal, for baby food. Recently we were at Olive Garden, the meal came and we bowed our heads and prayed. It wasn’t any big thing, but then a waitress came over when we were done and said, “Were you praying?” I said, “Yeah.” And she started to cry. I said, “What’s wrong?” She said, “I’m a Christian and I’ve been working here for six months, and you’re the first family that I saw pray for a meal.” Six months of working full-time at Olive Garden. Six months of families, probably many of them were Christian, that couldn’t even pause and give thanks for a meal. We are to learn to give thanks for our daily bread; we’re to learn to pray for daily provisions. I remember one time I was at a pizza place and I said, “Let’s go ahead and pray.” So we folded our heads and bowed our heads, and right in the middle of the prayer the waitress came over and said, “Excuse me, is everything okay?” So I looked up and said, “Everything is fine.” “Well, what’s wrong?” I said, “Nothing is wrong.” “You’re all bent over looking at the pizza, what’s wrong?” I said, “We were praying.” “Oh…praying?” “Yeah, we were just thanking the Lord for our pizza.” “I don’t think I’ve ever seen anybody do that here.” She thought we were all studying the pizza…what’s wrong with the pizza? Was there a fly in the pizza? All we were doing was giving thanks. Focus on being content, thankful, and grateful with God’s daily provisions.

Day Twelve – You Cannot Serve God and Money, but You Must Learn to Serve God with Money


Luke 16:11, Jesus says:

“So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth…”

Some people are saying, “Brian, you keep talking about giving financially and I think it’s just all about serving.” It is absolutely important to serve in this world, but don’t ever think that serving replaces the giving of one’s finances. The Bible says:

“If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?”

The whole idea is that we absolutely need to learn to be faithful with money. No servant can serve two masters, either he’ll hate the one and love the other or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. Billy Graham said it this way, “A checkbook is a theological document; it will tell you who and what you worship.” I’ve done a lot of budget counseling with people in financial trouble. I can look at their check register and their credit card accounts and I can tell you what is important in their lives, it is absolutely obvious what the most important things are. It might be a vehicle, education, their house, or entertainment, but in their check register it will tell you what someone believes is most important. The Bible teaches that we need to have our checkbooks reflect that God is the most important one in our life. It’s interesting that in the King James and a few other translations of the Bible, it capitalizes the word “money.” You can not serve both God and Money. Some people believe that the idea with this capitalization here is that money is a demonic entity with a power source. A lot of people say, “Money is just neutral, you can do with it whatever you want.” No, the Bible teaches that there’s a power source to money and at its core there’s a demonic element, a demonic personality, and the Bible says that you can not serve God and this demonic entity of money. Now, that’s an unusual teaching. I’m not going to fall on a sword over that issue, but it’s very clear that the Bible emphasizes this word “money” as something that is a power entity that can control or shape our lives. The Bible says, “We cannot serve both God and money.” What we must learn to do is serve God with money. We must learn to recognize that what’s entrusted to us means ultimately to be dedicated to God. Proverbs 10:16:

“The good man’s earnings advance the cause of righteousness, the evil man squanders his on sin.”

Gambling, pornography, entertainment, and recreation takes you away from God and family. It’s very easy to allow our financial resources to flow to things that are hurtful in their core, as opposed to the good man’s earnings that advance the cause of righteousness in their family, their church, and the things they care about. One of the most meaningful testimonies I ever heard about generosity was from a fellow named Steve in California. Steve went for a Campus Crusades for Christ conference, and he heard Dr. Bill Bright speak. At this particular conference, Dr. Bright challenged everyone in the audience to trust God that they could give a million dollars to the Lord’s work. There were fairly wealthy people, it was an invitation-only gathering, but he told everyone to trust God to give a million dollars to God’s work. Steve was one of those guys that wasn’t quite sure how he got invited to the conference. Afterwards, he went up to Dr. Bright and said, “That was a great message, I really appreciate your challenge, but if I heard you right you challenged everybody to give at least a million dollars to God’s work.” “That’s right.” “That might be fine for the people around me, but not me!” Dr. Bright says, “How much money did you make last year?” Steve said, “I made $50,000.” “How much did you give last year?” “I gave $15,000.” That’s pretty good, $15,000 on a $50,000 income. Dr. Bright says, “Next year, why don’t you trust God that you’ll give $50,000 to the Lord’s work.” “That’s my whole salary.” “If God doesn’t provide it then don’t worry about it, but if He provides it then give it.” Steve talked to his wife and they prayed about it. He had a little business, two or three employees, which was a little machine shop. They decided that that next year, by faith, if God gave them extra income, they were going to give $50,000. That year came by and the little business did alright, and by the end of the year they were very excited that they gave $50,000. Their salary was still $50,000, they didn’t change their salary but the business did well enough that they just took the extra money coming in and they gave $50,000 to the Lord’s work. The next year they decided they were going to double it, and if the Lord provided that they were going to give $100,000. They were going to keep their salary the same, but if the Lord provided and prospered them they were going to give $100,000 by faith. The year went along and it wasn’t as good of a year, things were a little tough, they kind of gave on and off throughout the year, and as they got to the end of the year he went and met with his accountant and said, “How am I doing on the $100,000 faith promise that we have in our hearts to give?” The accountant says, “Well, you gave $52,000 and you’ve got about $48,000 left in the checkbook.” Steve thought, “Well, there’s no way we can do that. I have a tough cash flow, there’s no way we can do that.” So he goes home and his wife says, “How are we doing with giving $100,000?” He said, “We’re not going to make it this year, but we gave $52,000.” She said, “Isn’t there some money left in the checkbook?” He said, “There is, but to give $100,000 we’d have to empty the checkbook, we’d have to give it all away and I don’t want to do that, it’s too risky.” She looked at him and said, “Do we have enough money to write a check so that we can give $100,000?” He said, “We do, but we don’t want to do that.” She said, “Am I a signer on that checkbook? Are you going to write the check or am I?” “You’re kidding me.” “I’m not kidding, I want us to give $100,000 this year.” So together they prayed about it, they talked about it, they went down to their little business and they wrote a check for $48,000 and they gave $100,000 that year. By God’s amazing grace, the next couple weeks some things happened and the cash flow was okay, they made payroll, and then the next year they gave more. Within six years they gave over a million dollars to God’s work. You know what? They never changed their lifestyle. They kept their salary at $50,000. Steve made this comment, “Before when we had extra money we went shopping in the mall. Now when we have extra money, we go shopping in the world.” Think about that. We used to go to the mall, now we go shopping in the world to find out what God is doing and that we want to be part of it. The other big thing that comes out of this whole story is sometimes God increases your income not to increase your standard of living, but to increase your standard of giving. Steve is a guy that learned to serve God with money. I’m not going to try to get through the next two points here, but I would hope that there’s something here that stirred you, something that would cause you to say, “You know what? We need to move to higher ground. We need to move to a higher place with our children, with our giving, with our desires, or cutting back on the kind of spending we’re doing.” I don’t know how God is speaking to you, but I do know that God wants to speak to you in this realm. Your future, eternity, and your family is different and it’s all better as you move to this higher ground, as you learn to live open-handed in this tight-fisted world, as you learn to serve God with money and be a blessing to His work.

Day Thirteen – There are Dangerous Consequences if You Live for Pleasure


Proverbs 21:17:

“He who loves pleasure will become poor.”

In this world there are a lot of ways that you can spend money; a lot of things that may bring pleasure, but that will very quickly decrease your bank account. One time I was talking to a guy who liked going to the Milwaukee Bucks games. He had season tickets and told me that each year he would spend $36,000 on average going to Bucks games buying the tickets, paying for parking, going out to dinner beforehand, going out for beer afterward – because that’s what they do in Milwaukee, “Where two or three are gathered there is alcohol in the midst of them.” If you live your life for pleasure, poverty is associated with it. The Bible cautions us to be very careful, put some brakes on when it comes to this whole idea of living for pleasure. I heard a funny story about a pastor who was talking to a crusty old woman one time, she was a hard-drinking, hard-smoking, hard-loving woman, and he told her about this little experiment that was done. He said, “You know what? They did an experiment, they put a worm in alcohol and the worm died. Then they put a worm in cigarette ashes and the worm died. Then they put a worm in soil and the worm lived. What do you think you need to learn from that?” She said, “If I smoke and drink I won’t have worms.” That was the wrong thing she learned. Ecclesiastes 2:10:

“I denied myself nothing my eyes desired…”

In today’s world there is so much our eyes can desire.

“…I refused my heart no pleasure. Yet, when I surveyed all the work that I had done and everything I toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless.”

The Bible is very clear that if we think that the way to be satisfied is to take care of our want list, that isn’t true. Most of us today, right now, you have a want list. Now I don’t know how long yours is, but there are things you’ve been thinking about that you think, “I want that.” The interesting thing about a want list is that they’re very seldom ever written down; they’re just something we carry around inside of ourselves. With our want list, we think, “If I go get that thing I’m wanting I will be satisfied.” Do you know what happens? When that item disappears, something else comes up on the list. There’s a new thing that suddenly shows up on the perspective. As a young man, I remember thinking, “I just want more money.” When I first got out of college I made $12,000 and I thought I died and went to heaven, I didn’t know what I was going to do with all that money. I found out very quickly what you do with that money, it disappears. I thought, “Gee, I made $12,000…but if I only made $20,000 then I would be okay, then I would have enough.” Then I made $20,000. That was okay for a while, but then I thought, “No, I really need more. If I made $40,000 that’s really what I want to do.” So I made $40,000, and eventually I made a six-figure income that’s gone back and forth over the years. Here’s what I discovered: it’s not the amount of money. Contentment is an issue of the heart. So often we get caught up in what others have, we buy things to impress people that we don’t even know sometimes. I heard of one guy that went into a TV store, this is a true story, and he had a friend that had just built a new house. His friend put $170,000 in the media room of his new house. He went to the TV store and said, “Okay, I want to buy everything for a media room. I want the nicest, the best, and the greatest stuff.” When they added it all up they came to $140,000, and he said, “That’s not enough, I need to spend more than my friend.” His friend was bragging about how he spent $170,000 and this guy was trying to beat his friend. Someone said the difference between men and boys is the price of their toys, and there’s some truth about that. By the way, men, sometimes we complain about women and how they spend money. A lot of women will spend little bits of money in lots of places, and the man will say, “I never spend any money.” But when the man does spend money, it’s in the thousands very quickly. Men are hunters, women are grazers, I don’t know if you’ve ever heard that. Women go shopping because they might find something. They don’t know what it is they’re going to go looking for, but they might find something as they go grazing through a mall. A man is a hunter, he decides he wants something and comes out of his cave, marches into the mall, gets it, kills it, and drags it out of the mall, he goes home and he’s happy, he goes back into the cave. There’s just a difference in how men and women sometimes shop. I had a friend who was on vacation with four couples, and one of the guys said he was going to go over to the mall. These four ladies say, “We want to go along!” He said, “Why?” They said, “We just want to go to the mall.” So he said, “I’m going to go to the mall, I’m driving, and I’m going to get what I want.” They get in the car and go to the mall; he gets what he wants and says, “I’m ready to go.” He didn’t understand that women want to graze. He was the hunter, he went and got what he wanted, and he wanted to go home. There is a difference between the two, learn to understand the difference and you’ll have a happier marriage. 2 Timothy 3:

“There will be terrible times in the last days, people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power.”

We live in a time where the whole area of pleasure, love of money, and the pursuit of money is at unprecedented rates just in the whole realm of legalized gambling. Think about this, in America today – they do studies on this, it’s in the National Abstract – if you just take legalized gambling like casinos, lotteries, racehorses, and those kinds of things the average American spends $2,400 a year on legalized gambling. In the grocery stores, the average American spends $1,200 a year. In America today, statistically, people spend twice as much on legalized gambling as they do on groceries. You might say, “I don’t spend nearly that much.” Let’s just say you’re a family of four and you do zero, do you know what? That means across the street that family of four is spending not only their $10,000, but yours also. We’re like drunken sailors in America today. People are literally thinking that the answers in their life is found in a little scratch-off ticket. If they think their future is in a little scratch-off ticket, they’re looking in the wrong place. I always like to say that lotteries are a tax on people who are bad at math. I don’t doubt the reality of this whole idea of how much people spend. One day I was in Northern Wisconsin and I was standing in the checkout line at a gas station, and there were five people ahead of me and four of them all bought lottery tickets. One particular woman, I’ll never forget, bought $60 in lottery tickets. She gets outside and scratches them off, and she says, “I won! I won!” Do you know what she won? She won $16. I don’t know about you, but if I just gave someone $60 and got $16 back, I don’t think I won. She went away bragging and boasting how she won at the gas station lottery, and she spent $60 to get $16. If you think that’s a deal, please see me after this session and I’ll play that game with you as long as you want. I’ll give you $16 every time you give me $60. There are dangerous consequences if you live for pleasure.

Day Fourteen – Don’t Live for This Life, but for Your Heavenly Home


Luke 16:9, Jesus says:

“I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourself so that when it is gone you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.’

Have you ever heard that verse explained? Let’s see what it says, “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourself…” Buy your friends? I’ll explain what it means in a moment. Does anyone remember the Ray Boltz song Thank You? Thank you for giving to the Lord, I was a life that was changed. The reality is when we give – for example, let’s say you give for Bible distribution in Russia. My wife and I just gave to help some people in Buton. Up until a year ago, Buton has never had a Bible in their language. We met the fellow who spent ten years translating the Bible in Buton, and my wife and I gave him a computer so that he could put the whole Bible into the Buton language and print it. When you help with Bible distribution, a day will come when you will meet someone on the other side. You will meet someone in eternal dwellings, and they will say, “Do you remember the time that you gave to that missionary?” or I’ll meet someone in Buton, “Do you remember the day you gave that fellow your laptop so that he could make the Bible available in the Buton language?”  I believe and the scripture teaches that you will meet friends in heaven because of your giving in this life. You can not take it with you, but you can send it on ahead. Think about that reality. When you make a giving choice it is not just for the need of the moment, but you touch a life for eternity and experience the benefit of touching that life in eternity, and you yourself will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. You will be friends with people in heaven because of your giving in this life. It is absolutely significant that you understand the implication of your giving in this life, and how it literally goes to touch others. When you give to a youth ministry, you touch others. There will be an offering taken for the Crescent Project, and there will be Muslims in heaven because of the giving that you do and you will meet them, you will sit with them, and you will talk with them. Hebrews 13:14-16:

“For this world is not our home, we are looking forward to our everlasting home in heaven. Don’t forget to do good and share what you have.”

Has anyone read the book by Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle? If you haven’t, it’s a great little book that’s worth giving. Imagine that there’s a dot and a line with an arrow on it. In his book, Randy Alcorn says, “Are you living for the dot, or are you living for the line?” In other words, the dot is this earth. If you are spending all of your energy, all of your focus, and all of your resources living for the dot then you’re living for this earth. If you’re taking a portion of what God has entrusted to you and you’re investing in the Kingdom of God, you’re doing open-handed living in a tight-fisted world, you are living for eternity. One of the challenges in that book is to learn to live not for the dot, but for the line. As you make expenditures you can ask yourself the question, “Am I living for the dot, or am I living for the line?” Or the things that you do have in the dot, “How can I take these things that are in the dot and use them for eternal purposes?” We can learn to identify what it is we have, and we say, “Lord, how can this be made for an eternal purpose?” While I was at a Christian camp this fellow called me from Polk Diesel. He said, “I’m just curious, does your camp need any pickup trucks?” I said, “Yes, in a camp you always need pickup trucks. Why are you asking?” He said, “I work for Polk Diesel, and I have been given the responsibility of discarding pickup trucks that we own. We’ve owned them for three years, they’re well-maintained, and I’ve been given the responsibility of discarding them any way I want and we’re going to buy new ones.” In other words, he’s living in his dot but he has the authority to release six pickup trucks, and he says, “I want to use those pickup trucks for God. If your camp can use them, we’ll deliver them to your camp.” He could have just released them, sold them, or done whatever he wanted with them, but instead of just living for the dot he took his position and used it for the line. He allowed it to have an eternal significance by investing it in a particular ministry that he believed in. 1 Corinthians 3:12:

“If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, precious stone, wood, hay, or straw, his work will be shown for what it is because the day will bring it to light, it will be revealed with fire and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives he will receive his reward, if it is burned up he will suffer loss. He himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”

Sometimes people think, “If I become a Christian then I escape the flames.” You do escape the flames of hell, but you do not escape the flames of judgment. There’s a judgment here that’s, “What did your life count for? What difference did your life make? God has saved you, gifted you, and resourced you. How did you use who you were for His purposes? The idea here is that in a believer’s life there is wood, hay, and stubble or there are precious stones. I heard a wonderful testimony of this verse. A guy was studying this verse and the cross-references to it, and then he got tired and laid down and had a dream. In his dream he pictured that he was in heaven. He knew he was in heaven because he was in a massive crowd of people as far as his eye could see, and they were all dressed in white. He looked down and he was dressed in white. Then he began to look around, and as he was getting his bearings in this crowd he saw people that he knew; his grandparents, a Sunday school teacher from when he was a young boy, a pastor, and different people that he recognized. There was a joy in his heart that he was in this heavenly place with all these people, his fellow believers. Then he looked and in front of every person was a pile – wood, hay, and stubble. Some people had big piles and some people had little piles, and he was kind of shocked because he looked at one and thought, “That was my Sunday school teacher, he was such a strong Christian. That was my pastor, he was such a wonderful believer.” But he looked in front of them and was shocked because they had wood, hay, and stubble in front of them and then he looked down and he had wood, hay, and stubble. He thought, “I wasted my life on earth, it didn’t count for God, I thought I served the Lord well.” All of a sudden the Lord Jesus Christ comes walking through this crowd and people are parting, and the Lord Jesus has a torch in his hand. He was going up to people and talking to them face-to-face, and then he would drop the torch. The stuff in front of them would just burn up. He saw people just go onto the ground and he didn’t know quite what was going on. He saw some people upset and others were rejoicing. Then the Lord Jesus came over to him, greeted him, and dropped the torch. He said, “All this stuff in front of me burned in a second. Then I looked, and on the ground were precious stones and jewels. I got down on my knees and I scooped them up and said, ‘Lord Jesus, these all belong to you.’ Then I realized there were some things in my life that were wood, hay, and stubble and they all burned, but there were things in my life that were precious. They were done with the right motives and reasons, and God used them. There was a reward and fruitfulness to my life and I just gave all those to the Lord Jesus.” I don’t know if that’s how it happens in heaven, but I think it’s a pretty good word picture. In all of our lives there is wood, hay, and stubble; we’re doing things for the wrong motives, wrong reasons, and all of that is going to burn. We’re also to have precious stones. We’re to scoop up and give to the Lord those things that were valuable in our life. The other very real image I have of this kind of experience is that I was a salesman for a year. The problem was that I never had a sale. Unfortunately I was on base plus commission. I started with the company in February and now it was Christmas time. There was a nice dinner at a nice hotel, there were about 30-40 employees in the room. I had a wonderful Christian boss, it was an advertising agency, it had different divisions and I headed up one of his divisions. I’m sitting at the dinner table and all of a sudden the boss gets up and says it’s time to give out bonuses. He stood up in front and he started going around the room and he talked about every single person, what they did, how they contributed to the company, how they helped the bottom line, and on around the room. After he talked about every one, they came up and he gave them a handshake and a bonus. I had not had a sale the entire year, so I’m dying the entire night because I think, “He’s going to get to me and say, ‘Then there’s Brian, we all know how he’s been a drain on this company, we all know how he has destroyed our bottom line.’” I was panicked about what he would say, because I knew that I hadn’t had a sale of consulting services in all the months I’d been there. He goes all the way around the room and then when he gets over to me, he says, “Then there’s Brian. You know, Brian has come in every day with a smile on his face, he’s worked very hard, been very diligent, and we’re grateful to have him on the team. Brian, come up and receive your bonus.” I was sure it was empty, but I went up and there actually was a bonus in there. What I realized was that others had really contributed and made a difference, I was in a wrong fit in a job choice for me so I wasn’t able to contribute like I wanted to, but I was still part of that company, part of that family. I think that’s a little bit like heaven. What we’re talking about here is not expelling one from heaven, what we’re talking about is, “What did you do with what you got?” What did you do with the gifts, the time, the talents, the abilities, and the resources that God put within your life, in your lifetime, and did you use them well? Is it wood, hay, and stubble kind of living, or are there really precious things you’re doing that the savior can commend? Don’t live for this life, but live for your heavenly home.
Day Fifteen – The Desire for More can be a Destructive Force to Your Life and Faith

1 Timothy 6:9 “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction, for the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. Some people eager for money have wandered from the faith and pierce themselves with many griefs.”

J. Paul Getty was a billionaire and a recluse, later on in his life he lived for wealth. Someone asked him once, “How much is enough?” and he said, “Just a little more.” Have you ever answered the question in your life, how much is enough? If you don’t learn to answer that question, you’ll just keep spending and going for more and more stuff. If you answer the question then all kinds of things can begin to happen for the Kingdom of God. That fellow, Scott, from California, who decided that they wanted to give a million dollars to the Lord; they decided that a $50,000 income was enough. When they decided that they could live fine on the $50,000 a year income that had been entrusted to them, they then were able to give a million dollars to the Lord’s work. In my own life my wife and I have made a decision that a pastor’s salary is enough for us to live in our lifestyle. What happened this last year is that we were five-figure livers but six-figure givers. Why could we do that? We could do that because we answered how much was enough, and we determined that a pastor’s salary was enough for us and our family to meet our needs. God gave more than that, so that allowed us to become not six-figure livers, but six-figure givers. If you pre-determine how much is enough, and if the Lord chooses to bring additional resources into your life, it’s exciting because there’s no telling what He’s going to do to use you to bless others. Hebrews 13:5:

“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, ‘Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you.’”

Our contentment is not in our stuff but in our savior, so we can have contentment. I don’t know if you’ve heard the research on the most expensive vehicle to operate per mile. These days it’s changing a lot with gas prices. Is it a Hummer? Is it a BMW? Is it a Mercedes? Is it a Rolls Royce? Is it a Maserati? No, after all the research was done, do you know what they found? It’s a shopping cart. Just pushing it 50 feet you could spend over $100. Again, we think that stuff will satisfy and it doesn’t. I was talking to someone recently who has a shopping problem. This woman would go shopping with a credit card that she would sign up for and not tell her husband about, and then she would just buy stuff. She would drive around to the back of the mall and rip off all of the tags and put them in the dumpster. Then she would drive home and take all the things she bought and stuff them in closets and drawers so her husband didn’t notice that anything was new. She always made sure that she got the mail ahead of her husband so that he never saw those credit card statements. That’s a problem. That created a mess in their marriage and in their life. You see, getting more stuff doesn’t satisfy. It’s not the high cost of living, it’s the cost of living too high that gets people in trouble. When your outgo exceeds your income, your upkeep will lead to your downfall.

Day Sixteen – In Building Projects, a Large Public Gift and a Group of Leadership Gifts can Glorify God and Result in Great Generosity and Rejoicing


How many of you have been part of a building fund project at your church? If you’re a Christian long enough that’s going to happen; there’s going to be a renovation, an expansion, or relocation. There are a couple things that the Bible gives that are very insightful that are helpful to understand. In the Bible in 1 Chronicles 29, David was raising resources for the temple. He’s gathered a bunch of people, and here’s what he says, “I have gathered as much as I can for building the temple of my God.” Later it says, “Now, because of my devotion to the temple of my God, I’m giving all my private treasures of gold and silver to help with the construction. This in addition to the building materials I have already collected for His holy temple. I am donating gold, silver, and a bunch of other things. Now then, who will follow my example? Who is willing to give to the Lord today?” Then the leaders all gave willingly. They gave gold, silver, bronze, iron and precious stones. The people rejoiced over the offerings, for they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the Lord and King David was filled with joy. In consulting terms this is called a lead gift. David gave a lead gift, a significant gift to get this work started. To build buildings takes some large gifts. This lead gift was used to challenge leaders to gather and pool their resources, and they gave leadership gifts. There was a lead gift and there were leadership gifts, and that pattern has not changed over the generations. I don’t know the history of this building, I don’t know the history of the tabernacle, the dining room, or the sweet shop, but my sense would be that there is someone that gave a very significant gift and there were others that gave very generous leadership gifts. There may have been a whole bunch of people that gave a lot of smaller gifts, but probably 70-90% of these buildings that we enjoy today were because some leader said, “Yes, we are going to give generously.” Just be aware that in your lifetime there will be some unique opportunities you’ll have to give generously to God’s work. Some people say, “I can’t give generously.” When those opportunities come, here’s what you need to do. Think in terms of what you have. Within what you have, there may be something with which you can be more generous. If you’re looking at your income, you say, “We can’t afford to do anything.” It’s not about your income; it may be what you have. That’s what David did and that’s what the leaders did, from what they had they gave. A number of years ago I was part of a church and we started out with eight people in an aerobics room at a YMCA. That was a great place to be for a new, young, small church because in that room there were mirrors all the way around. We looked a lot bigger than we really were because everywhere you looked you saw people, it was great. We moved out of there, we grew to about 300-400 people, and then we tried to buy a racquetball club that was bankrupt in Milwaukee. It had been sitting empty, it was a $2.2 million property, we were saving 15% of our income every week – we’d give 10% and save 15% for a future building project – and within a couple of years we had collected $50,000 just from saving money from the offerings. We had this money, so I went to the bank that owned the racquetball club and I offered them a cash deal. I said, “You’re trying to sell this building for $2.2 million, we’ll give you $50,000 in cash today if you’d sell it to us.” They told me to go away. So I went away and we kept saving our money, and I went back six months later and said, “I’m going to double my offer, we’re going to offer $100,000 for this $2.2 million property.” The guy says, “I told you to go away.” So we went away. I came back several months later and we’d now gotten it up to $200,000 and I came to him and said, “We’re going to double our offer again, four times the original offer, we’re going to offer you $200,000 on this $2.2 million property.” He said, “I told you to go away. As a matter of fact, don’t come back until you have a five in front of the figure.” I said, “I did on the very first offer!” He says, “No, you have to walk in the door with a $500,000 offer.” I said, “You’d sell that $2.2 million building to us for $500,000?” He said, “Yes.” I said, “I’ll make the offer right now.” He said, “Do you have the money?” I said, “No I don’t, I have $200,000 in cash. I’m making the offer right now and we have 90 days. In 90 days, we’ll give you $500,000 for that building.” He said, “Fine, sign the papers.” We signed the papers and had 90 days. It’s a blue-collar, working-class community, nobody wealthy in the group. We gathered the people and said, “From what you have give, we’re going to see if God will be in this.” One of the stories I remember out of that…we were in this building project with no wealthy people, no leaders, no lead gifts, but one gal comes to me and says, “I make minimum wage, I barely make it. I really want to help in this project. I do have this really, really ugly necklace from my great-aunt. She was kind of a wealthy woman so it might be worth something. I’m just wondering, can I give the necklace to the church? I said, “We can’t really use the necklace, but if you can take it somewhere and have it appraised and sold, that would be great if we could get the proceeds from that.” She went and did that and she, with great joy, came with this offering of $2,700 because of an ugly necklace that she would never wear that was stuffed in a drawer. She gave from what she had to this building project. In 90 days we went to the bank and handed them a check for $500,000 cash. Then he said, “You stole that building from us.” I said, “No, we gave you what you wanted, $500,000 cash.” Today it’s a church of about 800 on the south side of Milwaukee. That was a God moment. You have to realize that those moments will come at some times in your life, sometimes multiple times but at least once, and learn to release those resources. December 31st of this year I had a lunch with somebody, he said he wanted to meet with me about giving a big gift. Our church is looking at relocating sometime in the future, we’re right down the street from Garden of the Gods in Colorado Springs; we have a grand total of 67 parking spots and about 600 people that attend the church, so it’s a little challenging. This guy came up to me and said, “I need to tell you a story.” He had a cabin – he called it a cabin -- in Breckenridge, Colorado, and it was really nice. It was on the market for $4 million, eight bedrooms, nine bathrooms, an elevator…but he had had his “cabin” on the market for 4 ½ years and nobody was buying. He moved the price around and nobody bought it. One day he was having lunch with his wife and said, “Maybe the reason God hasn’t had us sell the cabin yet is that we don’t know what we would do with the money.” He owned it debt-free. He said, “What would we do with the money if we got $4 million for this cabin? I would really like to give our church a million dollars for the future relocation.” They wrote that down on a napkin, “I really want to help the poor and the needy, widows and orphans.” They wrote that down on a napkin with an amount. They really wanted to make a change in their residence and they wrote that down. They wanted to do something with an investment property and they wrote that down. They just said, “Wow, for the first time we know what we would do with $4 million if we had it.” It was sitting there 4 ½ years without a single offer. The next day they got an offer, and within three months the house sold and they had a check for $4 million. When I look at that story, I think isn’t God’s timing interesting? It wasn’t until the man declared what he would do with that money that God brought the release. He’s having lunch with me at the end of the year, and he says, “Here’s what I’m thinking. I’m going to give the church $200,000 and then I’m going to take $800,000 and put it in a property, and then someday when the church needs the money you let me know and I’ll sell the property.” I said, “The money is yours, you can do whatever you want with it, but didn’t you say your whole goal was to give a million dollars to the project?” He said, “Yeah.” “And don’t you have that money in the checkbook?” He said, “Yeah.” I said, “It sounds to me that if God put the desire in your heart and then allowed that sale to happen, and God put those funds within your hands, wouldn’t the right thing be to just give the million? Be done with what you’ve vowed unto the Lord rather than give us a little bit and then we might find something, but then we have to wait on you to sell the property. Who knows what the market will be? That sounds messy to me.” He said, “Wow, I hadn’t thought of it like that. Let me go home and pray about it and talk to my wife.” He goes home, prays about it, and talks to his wife. He says, “Brian, can you meet me at 4:00 in the Staples parking lot?” I did, and for the first time in my life I sat with a check in my hand for a million dollars. Our church hasn’t figured out where God is going to have us go yet, but you see how that gift will spur the future of our church. Our church is 113 years old, but the future of our church and congregation is certainly linked to that kind of generous gift.

Day Seventeen – Life Does Not Consist in the Abundance of Your Possessions


Be aware of the cautions about growing indebtedness. We live in a time where the average family has $10,000 in unpaid credit card bills. Most people have no idea of the degree of red ink they’ve racked up over the years. Proverbs 22:7 says:

“Just as the rich rule over the poor, so the borrowers serve unto the lender.”

The Bible does not say you can not borrow. What the Bible says is that you absolutely have to pay it back, and there’s a principle called surety. If you take on an obligation without a sure way to pay, you have violated the principle of surety. That’s what’s happening with a lot of people in America today, they have a home that they can not sell for the amount they owe on it so they’re in a position of surety. There used to be what was called an exculpatory clause in the banking industry which said that if you buy a house and can’t make payments on it, the bank gets the house. In other words, the commitment was collateralized against the asset. The bank would get the house, but you would walk away free. You would have lost what you put into it, but you owe nothing. Today we live in a world where people are upside down, they may have had a $300,000 house, the market today is $210,000, but they owe $260,000 on that house in a four-year swing. They are in a position of surety; they have an obligation with no sure way to pay. The Bible has tremendous cautions about this whole idea of indebtedness, and the reality is that by being intentional you can move out of indebtedness. Warren Buffett, the guy that just gave a billion dollars to the Gates Foundation, made this quote, “If you’re smart then you won’t need debt, if you’re not smart debt will be a poison in your life.” Romans 13:7:

“Give to everyone what you owe them, pay all your debts except the debt of love to one another, you can never finish paying that.”

Psalm 37:21:

“The wicked borrow and never repay, but the godly are generous givers.”

Finally, Proverbs 21:5:

“Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty.”

One of the things I discovered about indebtedness is that it will sometimes short-circuit what God might have done. He may have had ways to provide things for you, but by going the indebtedness route you miss it. At the camp I was at we were building a lodge, it was almost summer and people had reserved this lodge space, but it wasn’t done. My wife and I had gotten a generous inheritance from her family. At the time we were on missionary support and made about $20,000 a year, but we received this inheritance. There was this board meeting coming up in the spring to discuss, “What are we going to do about the building? The only way to get it done is to borrow.” That was the thinking, “We’re out of money, to get it done we’re going to have to borrow.” Nobody would have faulted us for borrowing, if we went and got a construction loan; it would have been no big deal. That wouldn’t have been a problem, but we were coming up to the board meeting and they’d had a no-debt policy. They had the discussions and nobody knows that Sandi and I had gotten an inheritance. I’m just on missionary support so no one is looking at me for any kind of money. We talked about it and we say, “If they decide to borrow then good, we don’t have to worry about anything. If they decide not to borrow then maybe we need to pray about doing something.” The board makes a decision on the midnight hour before people are coming for the summer not to borrow, and to pray and say, “God, release some funds so we can keep moving.” That night, I’m just wrestling because in my head there’s this $25,000 amount that we should give. It’s more than my salary. I’m wrestling into the morning and I don’t want to let this money go, my hands are tight. I’m not being open-handed; I’m being tight-fisted. This is more money than I’ve ever had in my life, so I don’t want to let this thing go. I’m struggling and finally about 3:00 in the morning I wake up Sandi and say, “Honey, I think God wants us to give $25,000 to that lodge project.” She looks over and says, “Yeah, I agree.” And goes back to sleep. Okay, Lord. So we went in and wrote a check for $25,000, which is more than our annual salary, and that project got finished on time, that gave us the impetus we needed. You see what would have happened if the board would have borrowed? That money would have never been released and it would have gotten a hold of my heart. We were raising money for that racquetball club we were trying to buy, and one guy gave a $5,000 gift. He said, “I hope this helps with the down payment.” I said, “Down payment? We’re trying to buy it for cash.” He said, “Oh, okay, then I’ll give you $15,000.” That quick, $5,000 to $15,000. What was the difference? The difference was we were trusting God to provide, and when he knew that his gift tripled. Guard your heart and realize that you can pray and ask God to make provisions in your life, but the other thing is that if you are ever going to borrow for something, don’t violate the principle of surety. What that’s going to mean is you’re going to have to have a house that truly has value, or have a big enough down payment that you could walk away clean. It’s going to mean that you can’t necessarily buy a new car when you don’t have money for a new car; you may have to buy a used car because if you buy a new car and drive it off the lot you just dropped 25% in value. My wife and I bought a minivan last year that was one year old, and it went down $18,000 in value in one year. If you’re going to live under these principles, one thing is to be praying about things. When I put Christ as the Master in charge of my finances, he took better care of me than my Master Charge ever did. Learn to pray and learn to ask God for His provisions. If you’re ever in a situation where you do need to borrow, don’t violate the principle of surety and take on an obligation without a sure way to pay. If you’re in debt, pay off your debt. If you’re in deep weeds financially, get help. You don’t have to live like that. Daveramsey.com, crown.org, and goodsenseministry.com all have counselors and classes that can help take everyone, I don’t care who you are or how much debt you have or how big your mortgage is, every single person can be 100% debt-free in 3-10 years just by being intentional. Imagine if you didn’t have a single bill to pay every month because of indebtedness, and how that frees you up in your life. Hopefully these are things that challenge you and cause you to think. I am so thankful for the Word of God that it is such a help in this world, and that we can have a life that can make a difference.

Day Eighteen – Give in Proportion to How God Has Blessed You Materially


It’s fascinating that as you look at the scripture it’s very clear that God has given different people different levels of resources. The scriptural principle that should guide all of us continues to come out. Ezra 2:69:

“According to their ability they gave to the treasury for the work.”

Deuteronomy 16:10:

“Bring God a free will offering proportionate to the size of His blessing upon you.”

Mark 12:44:

“They all gave out of their wealth.”

Different degrees of wealth. Acts 11:29:

“The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to help.”

1 Corinthians 16:2:

“Let each one of you give according to how the Lord has prospered you.”

A number of years ago my wife and I were missionaries at this camp, we did not have a very big income, and we were giving to the Lord. I had a desire that started with a desire to want to give more. Our income was only about $15,000 a year at this time. We didn’t have a lot of income, but we were faithfully giving and in our case it was 10%. We were dividing it up, some to missionaries, some to church, some to people in need, and I began to have a desire to give more but I was thinking, “How in the world are we going to give more when we make so little?” I came across this verse, 1 Corinthians 16:2, I actually memorized it in another translation:

“Each of you, on the first day of each week, give according to how the Lord has prospered you.”

I thought about that verse, and one day I said to my wife, “Honey, I think we need to sit down on Sunday nights and count our blessings.” She said, “What do you mean?” I said, “I’m not sure what I mean, but the Bible says in the first day of week, each of us should give according to how God has prospered us. It seems to imply that we should look back on our life over the last seven days and see what God has done and how He has provided for us.” On the first Sunday night we did that, I took out a piece of paper and a pen and I said, “How did God provide?” That particular week we had gotten our missionary salary, it was very small but we wrote that down. We said, “Well, what else happened this week?” That particular week we went out to dinner with some friends and I had decided that we were going to pick up the tab, but when it came they grabbed it ahead of us and they paid for the meal and we weren’t able to. I had had in my mind, “We’re going to pick up that tab.” I think it was about $40. We wrote down that financial blessing that came in. That same week I had gone to my secretary’s house, she had a used bicycle that I was going to buy. She told me she had wanted to sell it for $50 and when I went to get the bicycle she said, “You know, just have the bicycle. My trash becomes your treasure, I’m not going to charge you for it, I’m just happy to get rid of it and get it out of my garage.” Here I had prepared to spend $50 and she allowed me to have that bicycle. That week I think I’d gotten a little bit of birthday money and I’d also done a little speaking at a tiny church and they gave me a little honorarium. That Sunday night as we sat there, we said, “There was our income, and then there was the dinner, the bicycle, the birthday cash, and the honorarium.” When we added it up we had our salary, but then we had $150 of blessings that came into our life based off of those little things that happened. We said, “That was God’s provisions in our life.” We decided, “Let’s take 10% of our expected income and give that to the local church.” We did that, and then we said, “We had this $150 of blessings, let’s take 10% of that and send it to a missionary in Malaysia.” Next Sunday, same thing, we sat back and looked out how God provided. Was there any blessing, savings, discount, or extra cash? We would write down, week by week, Sunday night by Sunday night, how did God provide for us? At the end of the year I was going over our finances and we made $15,000 and then when I looked, we had given $1,500 to our local church. Then I started adding up the blessings fund, and I realized that we gave an additional $2,500 to missions work, the needy, and to different causes that God led us to give to, so on a $15,000 a year income we gave $4,000. When I realized that, I thought the calculator must be broken. There’s no way you can afford to give $4,000 on a $15,000 per year salary. I looked back and sure enough, we had. Then I realized that we had a $15,000 salary, we had $2,500 given from blessings so that meant that we had $25,000 in blessings that we were able to record and specifically identify financial blessings that came into our life. We began to do this year after year, and every single year it doubled and tripled our giving. The amazing part of that, what happened with that experience is that we discovered that God is so much bigger than a paycheck. He may use a paycheck, but his ability to provide for you is so much bigger than a paycheck. We were very encouraged by that. We were sharing this a couple of years later with some friends in California and they said, “That’s a really cool story, but you’re a special Christian because you’re a missionary. We’re just normal Christians and God never works in our life in that way.” We were the special Christians so our halos were shining; he was just a normal Christian so his was a little rusty. They were showing us their house, they’d just moved into a new subdivision, and he had been telling me that when he went to put in a sprinkler system at their house, they had gotten a special deal and had gotten half price on the sprinkler system. He was also pointing out to me that his house was the only house on the entire street that had trees. I said, “Why do you have trees and nobody else?” He said, “I’m not quite sure. We were going to buy some tress, but the city drove down the street one day and planted trees then moved on.” Then we were sitting at their dining room table and he said, “Hey, I need to tell you the story about this table. We had saved money to buy a new dining room table, and just when we got ready to buy a dining room table Julie’s parents bought us one so we didn’t have to spend a dime.” I said to him, “Do you remember how I said God blessed us and we were giving off the blessings and you said that that’s because we were missionaries? We were special Christians and you were normal Christians and God never did anything in your life?” He said, “Yeah, he doesn’t.” I said, “What about the trees?” He said, “What about them?” “What about the sprinklers and the table?” “What about them?” I said, “That are the blessings of God. God graciously, kindly, provided for you.” He says, “You were talking about that kind of stuff?” I said, “Yes.” He said, “I’ve never thought of that as coming from God.” I said, “Those are all blessings from God.” Six weeks later we get a letter from him with a check, and he said, “You won’t believe it, we’ve been starting to look and see what God is doing and providing, and we’re amazed at what He’s doing. We’re going to start supporting your ministry out of what God is doing in our life through these financial blessings. We never gave like this before, as generously as this, because we never looked to see what God had done.” They began to support our ministry at that time. A couple of years ago I’m sitting in my office at church and one of my elders comes to see me, he’s about 87 years old, and his wife had just recently died. He said, “Brian, I need to talk to you. I have a little problem; my son is a little upset with me. My son was going over the finances after my wife died and he said, ‘Dad, you’ve got to stop giving like you’re giving! You can not afford to give like you’re giving on a fixed income.’ What do you think I should do? I vowed to the Lord 60 years ago that I would give off whatever income I had, and now my son is telling me that I can’t.” I said, “Tell me the numbers.” He told me the numbers, and I said, “Your son is technically correct, you can’t afford to give off what you have because what you have is not enough. Here’s what I’d like you to do, take this Count Your Blessings flier and just decide. Maybe what you need to do is every Sunday night look back to how God provided.” He said, “I think that’s a good idea.” He took that little flier home and every Sunday night looked at how God had provided. He told me months later, “I’ve never given so much in my entire life. I’m just seeing God provide, bless me, encourage me, and help me. It’s amazing what God is doing to take care of my needs, when my social security can’t do it God can do it. I’m so glad God is bigger.” One of the stories he told me, he said, “You’ll never believe this. I had a friend who is elderly and his wife is elderly and he was sickly and his wife needed a little bit of help. She needed someone to come over and stay at their house. She would go to bed early and she needed someone to give her husband medicine at about 10:00 at night and about 7:00 the next morning and she just wasn’t up for that. Out of the kindness of my heart, I said I could do it.” They had a guest room so he would go sleep in the guest room. After he was doing that a week or two, the wife came to him and said, “You know what? Under our insurance policy you’re considered a caregiver, and we’re going to have to start paying you.” He said, “I got paid to sleep at this person’s house! All I did was give him medicine at 10:00 and 7:00 and I slept in the bed. I made more money per hour doing that then what I’d done in my entire life. I can’t believe how God is providing for me. I have more resources to give with than I ever have in my 80+ years of living by learning to count my blessings.” We’re to give in proportion to how God has blessed us materially. The problem with so many is that we never look; we don’t see things as coming from the hand of God.

Day Nineteen – Women Play a Significant Part in Giving to God’s Work


Luke 8:3 talks about different women that, out of their own resources, supported the ministry of the Lord Jesus. A friend of mine, Sandi’s best friend, is named Donna and she’s from the Twin City area. One day she had a burden to help a particular ministry among the needy and she talked to her husband about it, and he did not want to support it. He said, “I don’t feel burdened by that, I don’t want to support that, I’m not interested in that, and I don’t want our money going to that.” She said, “Okay.” He said, “If you want to support it then go ahead, but you do it with the resources you have.” She determined that there were things that she could do, and one of those things was that she was always getting Starbucks on the way to work every day, she worked at Bethel University. She decided, “I’m just going to have coffee at home and the difference between what I was paying and what I’m paying at home, I’m going to give that to that particular ministry.” She was giving a couple hundred dollars a month simply by having her coffee at home instead of through the drive-through. Sometimes women will say to me, “Brian, you’re talking about giving, but you don’t understand. My husband won’t let me give; he won’t allow me to give.” I always tell women, “Do you have any resources that you have freedom over?” It might be birthday money, Christmas money, grocery money, your own income, or whatever it is. I said, “Don’t worry about the big picture, worry about being generous from whatever you have control over.” Learn to be a giver. Mark 14:3:

“A woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, worth a year’s wages, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on Jesus’ head.”

Extravagant giving. This woman took…what’s a year’s wages for you? I don’t know what that is, but this woman took that and poured it out on the Lord Jesus. She gave generously, gave extravagantly, and sometimes God calls us to extravagant giving. One of the most wonderful stories I know about a woman giving was actually a young girl, and she gave all she had. The story is a true story, the missionary in this story, John Bechtel, was a missionary with the Christian Missionary Alliance of Hong Kong for a number of years. John Bechtel had a burden for starting a camp to reach young people for Christ in Hong Kong. If you know anything about Hong Kong, the real estate there is tremendously expensive, just unbelievable. Fifteen years ago, one square foot of real estate was worth $10,000 in Hong Kong. John had a burden to start this camp, and he found out about a hotel and resort conference center that had gone bankrupt. It was going to be a real steal because it was only several million dollars, I think it was originally valued at $30-$40 million and he was going to get it for several million. He was so excited because land doesn’t become available in Hong Kong very easily, so he made an offer on the property. He came back to America and talked to people about supporting this, they said, “That’s great. That’s wonderful and we’re going to pray for you, and we know God is going to help you.” You know what? Nobody gave. They all said they’d pray, they all said they’d think about it, they all said they’d talk about it – I was once in a fund-raising trip like that, I talked to 25 people about a funding effort and 24 of them said, “No, we’re not interested.” One guy did help and I thank God for him, but I understand what John Bechtel went through. When he got back to Hong Kong he was pretty discouraged because the closing was coming up and he didn’t have any money. He didn’t get one dollar, and he’s got a closing coming up on this $40 million property that he can get for several million, and he doesn’t know what he’s going to do. He gets back to Hong Kong and there’s a letter from a little girl. She says, “Dear Mr. Bechtel, I understand that you want to get a camp for children in Hong Kong, so I want to give you all my money so you can buy that camp.” In that letter she taped four quarters, one dollar. This little girl had taped all her money on the letter and said, “Mr. Bechtel, I want you to buy this camp.” The people call him about the closing and they said, “Mr. Bechtel, do you have all of your money?” and his answer was, “Yes, I have all of my money.” He didn’t tell them that all of his money was one dollar, but that’s what he had. He scheduled the closing, he thought maybe God was going to come through at the midnight hour and at the last second, last moment, or last minute somehow provide, maybe it was going to get wired. He scheduled the closing and watched the wire, watched the bank, and checked the mail and nothing ever came. On the day of the closing he goes to meet with the board of directors at the closing, and he has this letter from this little girl with the four quarters. They said, “Mr. Bechtel, do you have all your money?” He says, “Yes I do, it’s right here.” He holds up this letter and they said, “Let us see it.” They see the letter and say, “Mr. Bechtel, are you serious? Is this a game? Are you playing with us?” He said, “No, I’m not playing with you, it’s all the money I have. This little girl gave me a dollar and told me to buy the camp for children in Hong Kong.” “Mr. Bechtel, we’d like you to leave the room please. This isn’t what we were expecting; we were expecting several million dollars on the table, not a letter from a little girl with a dollar taped to it.” They had him leave the room and he sat outside for about a half-hour and finally they called him back in. They said, “Mr. Bechtel, we want you to know that we are considering this deal done and we are accepting this letter and this little girl’s one dollar as payment in full for this camp.” The little girl said to buy the camp for the children in Hong Kong, and they signed the papers. John Bechtel was the owner of a multi-million dollar hotel and conference center and within several years it was a camp where over 100,000 people had come through its doors and over 10,000 people came to Christ. It was the generosity of a little girl who sent a dollar to John Bechtel in Hong Kong to buy a camp. There’s no telling what God is going to do with your willingness to be generous. When you step up to the plate with whatever it is you have and whoever you are – whether you’re a woman, a child, whether you have much, or whether you have little – we don’t know what God is going to do, but there was a little boy one time with five loaves and two fishes and that was enough for Jesus to feed 15,000…5,000 men, and if there were 5,000 men there were at least 10,000 women and children somewhere on the grounds. Don’t ever underestimate what God is willing to do with people who are willing to be generous with whatever they have.

Day Twenty – Beware of Greed, Hoarding, or Selfishness in Your Life


Luke 12:15:

“Beware, don’t be greedy for what you don’t have, real life is not measured be how much you own.”

The reality is that we live in a society where we have so much. I was helping a good friend of mine move one time and he was laughing because he said, “When I got married everything I had fit in a Chevy Vega, now it took seven trips with the biggest truck I could find.” That’s just life, you get married and stuff just starts flowing toward you. I think of a gal named Edee who lived in Brookfield, Wisconsin. She had a beautiful home, it was almost like a Parade of Homes, it was a gorgeous home. She had a palace in the suburbs that was absolutely beautiful, but what people didn’t know about Edee is that though she had this beautiful home, this palace was a prison because about 60% of their income went to pay for it. They couldn’t go out to dinner or go on vacation, they couldn’t do a lot of things and they couldn’t be generous givers because this home just sucked the dollars out of their life. Edee was at a retreat where I was speaking and at the end of the retreat she said, “Brian, we’ve got to do something.” She could barely speak, she said, “We’re so tied up in this home and it’s destroying us. It’s destroying our family, our marriage, and our children. The other day my little girl was out playing and she fell down and ripped her pants. She came into the house and I just came unglued, I was screaming at my 3-year-old because she ripped her pants and we didn’t have money to buy her new pants. I came unglued because of the financial pressures.” After that retreat she said, “We’ve got to make changes, I don’t care what it takes, we can’t live like this any longer.” They decided to put their palace on the market and they sold it and sold off a lot of those beautiful furnishings. They moved into a working-class neighborhood on the west side of Milwaukee in a duplex and they rented the upstairs for $600 a month. I was talking to her a couple of months later and said, “How are you doing? Isn’t that kind of hard? You went from that beautiful Parade of Homes kind of home and now you’re in a duplex in a working-class neighborhood.”  She said, “No, it’s wonderful! You wouldn’t believe it. One thing, you remember the story about my daughter? In this neighborhood she rips her pants, who cares? No one cares in this neighborhood; just put a patch on the pants. We’re going on our first family vacation to Fort Wilderness; we haven’t gone on a family vacation in a number of years. My husband and I are going on date nights now because we have some resources to work with. I don’t have to care for that big, fancy home and I don’t have to show it off anymore. I’m as free as I’ve ever been; I thank God for the changes in our life.” A few months later -- her husband was an executive with General Electric -- there was a change in leadership in Europe and they came to the executives in GE and said, “We need an executive to move immediately to Paris, France. We’re going to put them up in a beautiful home, they’ll be giving leadership to GE in France, but we need someone to go now.” Guess who was available to go? Guess who was living in a rental property with most of their furniture gone? Edee, her husband, and their children. They went to France for four years, they got involved in a church plant and saw many Parisians come to Christ, and they said, “It was so wonderful to be able to serve the Lord.” You see, they were shackled by their lifestyle, and when they unshackled that lifestyle they were free to go and do what God wanted them to do. Sometimes we don’t realize how much we’re in bondage to our stuff. Edee realized, “You know what? There’s a better way to live.” James 5:1:

“Now listen you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that has coming upon you, your wealth has rotted and moths have eaten your clothes.”

Sometimes that’s what people need to do in their life. Sometimes we look at our life and say, “Our houses aren’t big enough for all of our stuff.” So we think the answer is that we need bigger houses or need more storage units and so forth. I tell people, “De-accumulate. If you’re not using it any longer, give it to someone who needs it.” I was sharing this one time in a church and this woman came up to me afterwards and was quite upset, she was very angry with me. She said, “Brian, I really can’t believe what you’re saying. All the stuff I have is way too good to throw out.” I said, “I’m not asking you to throw anything out if it’s good, but you could probably release it. If you don’t need it anymore, you could give it to someone who needs it.” She said, “I’m not going to throw away perfectly good stuff.” I said, “What are you referring to?” She said, “Up in my attic I have beautiful old furniture for a baby’s bedroom. It has a beautiful crib and all that.” I said, “Let me ask you something – how old are you?” She said, “You’re not supposed to ask a woman her age, Brian. If God doesn’t care about a woman’s age, neither should you.” I said, “What do you mean by that?” She said, “Don’t you know your Bible? God talks about a man’s age but He never talks about a woman’s age. Only once did he talk about a woman’s age, and that was Sarah. You shouldn’t be asking me that kind of question.” I said, “Okay. Are you over 80?” “Yes, I’m over 80.” “You don’t need baby stuff any more.” “Well, it’s perfectly good stuff.” “I know it’s perfectly good stuff, I’m sure it’s beautiful stuff, but in this church there are some young couples that don’t have two nickels to rub together. They would never be able to afford baby furniture, and they’ve got babies. You could be a blessing if you would open your hands and give what you have to them. You could be used by God; they will praise God for that kind of provision.” She said, “Well, I never thought about that.” “Maybe it’s time to open your hands with some of this stuff you have that you no longer need and release it into this world and be a blessing to others for what God wants to do.” In all of our lives, we could go home and open our hands to stuff that we no longer need. Throw some of it away, give some to Goodwill or Salvation Army, give some of it to someone who needs it, but you will be a blessing to them and you’ll bless your own life as you learn to not continue to take things unto yourself, but learn to live open-handed in this tight-fisted world. Trust that maybe there’s a stone in this river of truth that you can say, “We need to do something.”

Day Twenty-One – Give Careful Thought to Your Financial Practices and Never Neglect God’s House and Servants


Every once in a while God raises up a generation to inspire people to live generously, in Haggai’s day as well as today. This could be America today: 

“Is this a time for you to be living in your paneled houses while this house remains a ruin?” 

This is what the Lord Almighty says:

“Give careful thought to your ways…”

Your financial ways and your giving ways.

“You have planted much but you have harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough. You drink, but you never have your fill. You put on clothes, but you are not warm. You earn wages only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

In other words, they’re making money, they’re doing all this activity and the money is just flowing through their life. The Lord Almighty says, 

“Go up to the mountains and bring down timber and build a house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored. You expected much, but see it turned out to be little.”

That’s what taxes and inflation will do to you.

“What you brought home I blew away.”

God says that when people are neglecting loving God and being generous with the things of God, all that they’re scrambling for and working for is disappearing, literally flowing through their fingers. It’s going through their pockets and if they do have anything left, God says he blows on it and there’s nothing left.

“’Why?’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘Because my house remains a ruin while each man is busy with his own house. Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their due and the earth its crops. I call for a drought on the fields and mountains, on the grain, new wine, the oil, whatever the ground produces, on men, on cattle, and on the labor of your hands.’”

God says that when His people forget about being generous, forget about the work of God, forget about the house of God and concern themselves with their own house, God says that He will just bring leanness to that experience and to their land and their lives. A friend of mine worked at Home Depot, and he was telling me that the average Home Depot store grosses – this is every single store in America – one million dollars a week per store. That’s just Home Depot; there’s Lowe’s, Menard’s, there’s lumber yards, and Wal-Marts. We are spending an astronomical amount for our houses. The interesting thing about that is when you go into one of these stores, or at least I do, we’ll walk in there with an expectation that we’re going to do something and we don’t even really think about the money. We’ll go buy a faucet for $100, a door for this, a window for that, or whatever it is we need. We will drop hundreds of dollars for our houses in those stores and we won’t even think about it. Now imagine for a moment that there was a missionary in your church and the pastor got up and said, “We’re going to take an offering for a missionary, and I want each one of you to consider giving at least $100-$400.” If a pastor did that in America today people would be shocked. People would be angry and would leave that church. They would say, “Who does he think he is?” We would be so stunned and shocked if somebody was going to ask us to invest in the things of God at that kind of level. Yet, we do it for our houses without even thinking about it. We don’t even give it a consideration and we will spend hundreds and thousands in a couple of trips for the patio, the yard, the garden, the kitchen, the living room, for whatever. What Haggai was raised up by God to say was, “Folks, think about what you’re doing, think about what you’re neglecting.” There’s nothing wrong with having a nice home and having things in your home, that’s not what I’m saying here, but when we do that to the neglect of thinking about the things of God and the work of God then there’s something wrong. There truly has to be a balance to these things. Exodus 22:29, God says:

“You must be prompt in giving me the tithe.”

You must be prompt in giving the tithe, being a faithful giver. I know some people have had trouble. I’ve referenced the idea of a tithe and for some of you it’s no problem at all, I’m preaching to the choir, you’re like, “That was a settled issue decades ago.” For others it’s like, “We’re New Testament Christians, we’re grace Christians.” Here’s what I’ll tell you, grace always trumps law. Was the tithe in the Old Testament? Yes. Was it part of the law? Yes. Actually there were three different tithes in the Old Testament, if you added them all up they added to 23 1/3%, but the tithe even pre-dates the law because Jacob made a spiritual decision. Nobody made him do it, he was out in the wilderness by himself, and he said, “Now that I know you’re really God, I’m going to give a tenth to you.” Abraham takes the spoils in a great battle and gives a tenth to Melchizedek. Jesus commends the tithe in the gospels. In the book of Acts they don’t talk about a tithe, they talk about anyone who had houses and land selling them. Grace trumped law. The Bible says, “There were no needy people among them.” People just took their resources that they didn’t actively need, and they released them for the Kingdom of God. Paul talks about the Macedonians, they gave far beyond their ability and they did it with joy and expectation. How does this work in real life? Let me flesh it out. I’ve sat with people in my office that had tens of thousands of dollars of indebtedness. We go over it – this is their income, this is all their debts, this is their lifestyle choices. I go through this with them, I sit down and go through all the numbers and then ask them a question, “Will you begin to give at least 10% to God’s work every time you get paid?” They’re kind of like, “Excuse me? Look at the mess we’re in!” Here’s what I tell them, “You’re absolutely right, you are in a mess. You’re in such a mess we can’t spreadsheet a solution for your mess; I have no way to get you out of it. I can’t put it on an Excel spreadsheet and say this is the way to do it.” They say, “Yet you tell us to give?” “Yes.” “Why?” I said, “Here’s why: you need all the help of heaven to get out of this mess. The only way I know to truly invite God into your finances is to say, ‘God, when we get paid we’ll first give to you.’” One guy said, “I don’t know if I can trust God, what if He doesn’t take care of me?” I said, “He’ll do a better job than you’re doing by yourself, look at the mess you’re in!” Folks, these are true stories. I’ve had people that have said, “Really? Okay, we’ll start.” I’ve had other people say, “No way, we’re not going to do it.” The really amazing thing is that the people who have said, “Okay, we’re going to start doing things God’s way and looking for God’s wisdom, direction, leading, and provision.” Within 1-4 years they’re out of all their indebtedness. Those others that have said, “No way, we’re not going to do that.” I say, “I can’t help you then, I don’t have any human solutions.” They say, “We’ll go find someone else.” I see those people 1-6 years later and, “How are you doing?” “We’re worse than we ever were when we saw you.” I remember one guy, George, who said, “I don’t think God is going to take care of me.” I said, “George, He’ll do better than you’re doing.” George got a paycheck and he wrote a check for $44 and he’s a little scared. That week his wife happens to be going to the dentist. She goes to the dentist and the front desk gal said, “Don’t you owe us some money?” She’s like, “Yeah, we do. We have so many bills; we’ll get you something soon.” The gal says, “Just a minute.” She goes over to the bill area and looks at the bill and it was $45, something like that, and she said, “You know what? We’ll just skip it; we’ll just consider this paid.” She comes home and tells George and they can’t believe it, they’ve never had anything good like this happen in their life, but it was right on the heels of them making a decision to give. The next time George got paid he told me that he decided to double that amount; he went up to $88. He said, “Wow, look what the Lord did last time! Maybe He’ll do it again.” He writes a check for $88 and looked through all his bills and got really worried, there wasn’t a single bill for $88. He wrote the check and called me a couple weeks later, and said, “Brian, I haven’t balanced our checkbook in two or three years, so the other day I balanced it and we had about $90 to the good.” I said, “Wow, what a coincidence.” A couple weeks later he called me and their washer and dryer broke. They couldn’t get it fixed, they didn’t have the money, but they said, “Okay, we’re not going to charge things anymore.” So they did a really novel thing, they prayed. They didn’t go to Sears and put it on a credit card, they said, “God, we don’t have money to fix the washer and dryer or buy new ones. In the past we would have just gone out and put it on credit cards because we have to have a washer and dryer, they both broke the same week. Brian, I was helping a neighbor move, he was moving out of state. We loaded up this semi and get everything in there, we stuff everything in and close the back door on the semi, and all of a sudden the guy says, ‘Oh! The washer and dryer are in the basement.’” They go down and get the washer and dryer in the basement, and no matter what they did they couldn’t get them in the truck. The guy has about an hour to move out of state. The guy says, “Hey George, do you know anyone that needs a washer and dryer?” George says, “We do!” “They’re two years old, $50 and they’re yours.” That never happened before, but George and his wife never prayed before. Now they began to see God work. Another gal came to me one time and said, “I really want to start giving, but I’m looking at my finances and I can give to God, I can eat, or I can pay my rent. I can do any two of those – eat, pay rent, and give.” I said, “Which two do you want to do?” She said, “I really want to give, and I think I better eat…but then I don’t have any money for an apartment.” I said, “Then you better pray for a free place to live.” She said, “Can you do that?” I said, “If you’re giving to God you can. If you’re giving to God then yes, you can pray and we will pray with you.” She said, “Okay, I’ll start praying for a free place to live.” A few weeks later she moved in with Sandi and I. We had built an addition on our home, it was a debt-free home, and when we built the addition -- it was a bedroom and a living room kind of thing – we decided to put a whole mini-apartment underneath our expansion. It had a separate kitchenette, a little living room, a bathroom, a master bedroom, and a little area for kids to sleep. We built this thing for missionaries, but no missionaries ever came. What it became is a debtor’s prison. See, all these people in debt that really wanted to get out of debt, we’d say, “You can live downstairs for free.” They say, “Really?” “Yeah, get out of wherever you are, and get on top of your finances. Come and live downstairs for as many months as you need. We don’t care, it’s there.” We lived open-handed in a tight-fisted world. We had a single mom who was pregnant and was going to have a baby who lived down there. We had this girl who took months to get out of debt. We had a couple with two babies that lived in that debtor’s prison and they got themselves out of debt. It started with them saying, “We want to give to God, we want to see God lead us and provide for us.” Give careful thought to your financial practices and never neglect God’s house and servants.
Day Twenty-Two -- God Has a High Regard for a Christian in Humble Financial Circumstances

This is a pretty fascinating verse in James 1:9, listen to this, it’s not how you and I think. We have a high regard for people doing well, but God is not impressed with people doing well, look who He is impressed with:

“The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position.”

The brother or sister in Christ making $1 per day, $10 per month, or whatever; why would they have a high position? They have a high position because they have to trust God. They don’t have any choices, they don’t have any backup plan, their only plan is God. When you have resources you don’t even have to pray, you can just go do what you want, when you want, and get what you want. It’s really that simple:

“The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position, but the one who is rich should not take pride in his low position because he will pass away like a wild flower for the sun rises and scorches the plant, it blossoms fall and its beauty is destroyed, in the same way the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business.”

The brother who has a high position in God’s sight is the one who has strong faith, and it’s a strong faith because it’s necessary for food, for health, for strength, and for guidance. A dear Christian brother of mine in Africa told me his story one day while I was teaching over in Uganda. This man made $10 a month and had six children. In his little village in Africa there were children going blind, there was a disease that was ravishing that part of Africa and making the children go blind. For .50, though, you could buy the medicine necessary to give to a child, and that child would not go blind. This man in Africa starts praying, “Oh God, send somebody from America to give this village the money so we can buy this medicine for .50 so these children do not have to go blind.” He prayed and prayed and prayed, and God never answered the way he wanted. No American ever came along; no one ever took an interest, nobody from Germany or Western Europe. One day he was praying, and God says, “You heal them, you buy the medicine.” He just prompted him in his heart. He said, “God, I’m already giving to you out of what I have, we can’t afford that .50, we only make $10 a month and we have six children.” God says, “You heal those blind children, you buy that medicine.” So he talked to his wife, he talked to the children, and they decided, “Okay, out of our $10 a month we’re going to cut back a little bit.” I don’t know how you cut back on $10, but they were going to buy the medicine one dose at a time. When I saw him, he had given that medicine to 84 children over a 7-year time period and 84 children didn’t go blind in his village because God prompted him and said, “You buy the medicine and give it to those children.” He went on to talk about how God educated his children, some of his children actually got educated in the US and the UK because of God’s unique providences in his life. When I saw him he had double his income, he was up to $20 a month and I think he was doing a couple children a month at that time. God has a high regard for a Christian in humble financial circumstances.

Day Twenty-Three – God Has Good Works for You to Do During Your Lifetime


God knows your address, your name, how He has gifted you, your age, your abilities, your disabilities, and your liabilities. It’s an amazing thing, Ephesians 2:10, a verse that sometimes we leave off. We talk about how we’re saved by faith and grace, how that all works in, but then it says:

“For we are God’s masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God has prepared in advance for us to do.”

Every one of you, regardless of your age, if you are a believer and follower of Christ, the Lord has a plan and a purpose for your life. There are good works which He has prepared in advance that you might do them. A number of years ago, when I was at Fort Wilderness, I used to always speak at a single’s retreat every Labor Day weekend. Singles would come from all over the US to this retreat, and there was a widower in his 70s named Tony. Tony came to the camp for four years in a row, and the fourth year he wanted to see me after one of my sessions. He said, “Hey, can I talk to you?” I said, “Sure.” We go over to the sweet shop and talk. He said, “I just want to tell you that God has really used you in my life. I came three years ago, two years ago, and then last year and God has really used you.” I said, “What does that look like? How does that work in your life?” He said, “Here’s the conclusion I came to after the third year of hearing you. Last year after I heard you I came to the conclusion that if God can use you, he can use anybody.” The reality is, we are all trophies of grace. If not by our merit or good works or anything else, it’s God’s grace in our lives. I said, “Okay, what did that look like?” He said, “Last year after I left the retreat I went home and went to prison.” I said, “That’s not a very good idea.” He said, “I didn’t get sent to prison, I went to prison.” I said, “What do you mean?” I said, “I just took a Serendipity Bible,” – it’s a Bible with little questions on the side for when you meet with someone – “and I just started meeting with prisoners. I met with people on death row, murderers, and rapists. I just had my little Bible and I would read the notes on the side and talk to these guys about the Bible.” This last year 15 or 16 guys came to Christ because Tony came to the realization that God could use anybody, if He could use me He could use Tony, so he began to be used by God. Matthew 5:16:

“In the same way, let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

If you came to my church on a Sunday morning you would probably see a little lady who is on a little cart. She is quite elderly, you look at her and think, “Gee, she really shouldn’t be out of the nursing home.” She’s quite crippled, she has cerebral palsy, she’s not very attractive and she has her little cart that she drives around. She’s our Sunday school teller; the kids bring their attendance lists in to her. If you saw her you’d say, “This poor little lady!” Well I need to tell you about Mary Jane Pontain, this poor little lady that’s in this cart and is all crippled up -- she went on 16 worldwide trips in the last two years with Johnny and Friends. She has taken wheelchairs, crutches, and canes all over the world. She has been in Cuba, Ghana, China, Peru, and just all sorts of places. She’s this crippled old lady and you really can’t understand her very well, but she has gone all over the world serving the Lord. My younger son loves her. When Sandi was re-diagnosed with cancer, our 11-year-old son Jeremy was quite traumatized by that, but then he heard that the doctors told Mary Jane 36 years ago that she only had three years to live because of cancer. She’s 78 now, and Jeremy latched on to if God allowed Mary Jane to live 36 years past her diagnosis, He could allow Sandi to live 36 years past her diagnosis. Mary Jane is an interesting gal. One time when she got back from a trip she immediately had to go into the hospital and I went to visit her. I walked in and she had a laptop on her lap, and she was doing something with one finger. I said, “Mary Jane, what happened to you?” She said, “In Africa they had my wheelchair up on bamboo poles and were taking me through the jungle, and they dropped me! Everything hurts except for this finger, this finger doesn’t hurt.” I said, “Well, what are you doing?” She says, “I’m using my one good finger and I’m typing up a Bible study for the disabled.” With her one finger; crippled, cerebral palsy, a difficult life, but she has one good finger and she’s using it for the glory of God. She’s living open-handed in a tight-fisted world. The one finger that wasn’t hurting, she sat and typed up a Bible study for the disabled that they could understand that they are not cursed, they are not condemned. In much of the world that’s exactly what they’re told, they’re put out in the forests and the jungles to die, and Mary Jane goes around and tells them about the love of God. Mary Jane started the first school in Western Africa and Ghana for the disabled. The first school ever, because they’re normally just cast off. She raised all the funds herself; it’s a boarding school for 40 disabled children. She looks like she shouldn’t be out of the nursing home. In the same way, let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Don’t ever make excuses, don’t ever say, “I have this wrong with me, I have that problem.” No, if you are Christ’s follower you were created warts and all, sufferings and all, problems and all, disabilities and all, for the glory of God.

Day Twenty-Four – Some People are Called to Extravagant Giving


There’s something here called God’s Creative Provisions, let me just remind you that if some of you are garage salers, or like estate sales, or like auctions and it’s just something in you, I want to give you your life verses. You didn’t know these verses were in the Bible but they’re there, and some people can do it with a greater passion once they know these verses are there. 

Proverbs 13:2:

“A sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous.”

Now you have to go find it, but it’s stored up, it’s waiting for you out there. Ecclesiastes 2:26:

“To the sinner God gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God.”

Job 27:16:

“Evil people may have all the money in the world and they may store away mounds of clothing, but the righteous will wear that clothing.”

I bought a pair of shoes one time at Goodwill, they were brand new, they were nice shoes and I’d never heard of the maker before, they were made in London. I get home and I look them up on the internet, and they were $800 shoes. I paid $10; I would never buy $800 shoes. I thought about this verse, evil people may have all the money in the world – somebody had a lot of money to spend $800 on shoes – they may store away mounds of clothing, but the righteous will wear their clothing. Isaiah 45:3:

“I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places.”

So you garage salers, you estate salers, you thrift shoppers, God bless you as you journey forward. Somebody here told me the story…he was a music teacher and when he was going around to places like this, if he found an instrument that just needed a little repair work and he could get it for under $20, he bought them. He started buying all these instruments at garage sales, thrift shops, wherever. They started piling up and he’s like, “I got good deals on all this stuff, but what do I do with it?” A missionary e-mailed him and said they needed instruments for kids in Russia. He teared up as he was telling me this, he said, “Now I buy these and they go to Russia.” They go to Russia for these children that they might learn to play instruments. He didn’t keep them for himself; he lived open-handed in a tight-fisted world.

Day Twenty-Five – God Can Do Great Things Through a Person or a Group That is Devoted to Him


One of my favorite verses in the entire Bible is 2 Chronicles 16:9, I heard it from Adrien Thomas from the Torchbearer Bible School years ago, and he would say it this way:

“The eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the whole earth looking for any man whose heart is perfect towards him that God might show Himself strong in his behalf.”

The eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the whole earth, throughout each room, throughout Maranatha, throughout Michigan, throughout the US, and throughout the whole world. What is He looking for? He is looking for any person whose heart is perfect toward Him that God might show himself strong on that person’s behalf; blessed to be a blessing, helped to be a helper. Judges 7:7:

“The Lord said to Gideon, ‘With these 300 men that lapped I will save you and give you the 120,000 Mideonites into your hands.’”

God is not impressed with numbers; he doesn’t need big numbers to do big things. We’ve heard the story of the little girl that gave the dollar and they bought a camp in Hong Kong. John Bechtel, a missionary, had no money but had faith to believe and make an offer. God used John Bechtel and that little girl, and today the camp exists in Hong Kong. In Judges it’s very obvious that God could use 300 men to take on an army of 120,000. Last summer my wife went to Romania, this spring we went back to Romania, and my son was there five weeks last summer visiting people from Milwaukee that work among the Gypsies in Eastern Romania. They have a marvelous ministry amongst the Gypsy churches and villages, and among the Gypsy children they do some great work. Last year there were some teenagers that went over to Romania and worked a number of weeks and found out that in the Gypsy villages it gets very cold during the winter and the Gypsy children didn’t have shoes. They have all these barefoot kids running around and it’s cold. These kids from West Bend, Wisconsin, come back from Romania and they had a great mission experience, but they couldn’t get it out of their head that there were kids in Romania, these Gypsy children, that didn’t have shoes. They thought, what could they do? They began to pray, think, and talk and they did a couple little fund raisers and got some money. They began to build this shoe fund. They started thinking about how they were going to buy these shoes and where they were going to get them. They contacted a company that made shoes and it turned out that with the several thousand dollars they had, the company decided to get involved with it, and they gave them 7,000 pairs of boots for their $2,000-$3,000. Seven thousand pairs of boots went to Romania for kids that had no shoes at all in the winter. Just a couple of teenagers that had a burden, they just cared. They decided to open their hands, their lives, and their schedules and say, “God, we want to do something about these kids without shoes.” God showed Himself strong on their behalf. There’s no telling what God might do through you if you make yourself available. If you just say, “My time, my resources, my skills, my burdens, my passions, my disabilities…” My whatever, God they’re all yours but I open myself to you and I open my life to you, and God I just want you to work through me. Through you and through others amazing things can happen.

Day Twenty-Six – God Blesses You Financially So That You Can be a Blessing to Others


One time a gal I was working with was so excited because she got a raise, “More money for me! More money for me!” That’s what she was saying as she was going around. She was a little obvious -- most of us just do it quietly. There’s nothing wrong with more money for you, bless God when there’s more money for you, but I want you to think about something – maybe that money is not for you. Maybe God is giving that to you because it’s supposed to go through you rather than to you. There are times that it’s for you and that’s great, but there’s other times it’s to come to you to go through you. Proverbs 10:16:

“A good man’s earnings advance the cause of righteousness.”

Psalm 67:7, another meaningful verse to me in my life:

“God will bless us and peoples from the remotest lands will worship Him”

Another version says:

“God blesses us that all the ends of the earth may worship Him.”

Somehow the blessings of God coming into our life are to stretch to the ends of the earth. Think about that. As Randy Alcorn says, sometimes God increases your income not to increase your standard of living but to increase your standard of giving. A number of years ago I came across this verse and I was excited about it. A few weeks or months later I got some extra money and I really liked Psalm 67, so I thought, “I want some of this money to go to the ends of the earth!” I was in my 20s, I didn’t know where the ends of the earth were, but one night in Bible study I met a gal who was going on a summer missions trip with the Navigators and she was going to the Philippines. As far as I could tell, it sure sounded like the ends of the earth to me because she was going on a little island in the Philippines. I took out $67.07, I put that verse on a card, and I said, “When you get to the ends of the earth, give this to somebody.” Because God has blessed me that all the ends of the earth might worship Him; it’s that idea that we can touch the ends of the earth. I preached last year in South Africa and the pastor said to me, “Brian, welcome to the ends of the earth. We are the southernmost church in the world on the tip of South Africa.” I got to the ends of the earth and I got to be a blessing there, share what I share here today with many of them in South Africa. 2 Corinthians 9:8:

“God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things, at all times, having all the things that you need you will abound in every good work.”

When you pray about giving, sometimes God will put an amount in your heart that He wants you to give that is bigger than your mind can conceive. When our church was buying the $2.2 million racquetball club for $500,000 in cash and we were working with working-class people, I shared with them the verse in Isaiah that there are riches stored in secret places and that God can release those riches for this particular project. One fellow named Mike Lavody called me, he grew up in New York but is now living in Milwaukee, he was working at a factory, and he said, “Brian, I’m ticked at you.” I said, “Why is that?” He said, “I couldn’t believe what you said, you said something about Isaiah and God said, ‘I will give you treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places.’ I thought that was the stupidest verse I ever heard; I couldn’t believe you’re telling people that. What did you want us to do? Go home and start pulling up the floorboards looking for money under the floor? Want me to rip into the kitchen wall and see if there’s money hidden back there? It’s the stupidest thing I’ve ever heard, telling use there’s riches stored in secret places and that God is going to somehow show up and do something,  I couldn’t believe it.” I said, “Well, why are you calling me?” He said, “I need to tell you what God did. I was at work today and the foreman popped his head out of his office and called me over. You don’t want to hear that, you don’t want to hear the foreman calling you into his office because you know what that means? You’re getting fired, that’s the only time that guy sticks his head out his door and calls you in because you’re getting a pink slip. He called my name, and I just froze. I’ve got kids; I can’t afford to lose my job. I’m all upset, and I start the death march from where I was to the foreman’s office. I get into his office and he says, ‘Sit down.’” When he says that, you don’t even look for a chair, just fall back. But he said, “I get a chair and sit down, and the foreman says, ‘Here.’ He hands me this envelope. My head is hanging low, and I’m holding on to this envelope and I can’t even look up. The foreman goes, ‘Open the envelope.’” He opens the envelope, he’s looking for the pink slip, he opens it up and said, “There’s a check for $500. I asked him what this is, ‘You’re doing a great job, now get out there and get to work.’” Mike said he’s walking out and thinking, “$500! That’ll be great for me and my family, all the stuff I’m going to do with that money. Brian, all of a sudden I heard God’s voice speaking…with your accent. Suddenly I heard, ‘treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places.’ And I realized that that $500 wasn’t for me or my family, that’s for God’s work. I want to let you know that God is going to let us get that building, because if He can do that in my life He can do it in anybody’s life. I could never imagine giving $500. I never heard of anybody in my factory getting anything from that foreman except a pink slip. I never heard of anybody in that factory getting a bonus. There are riches stored in secret places, you bet there was, $500.” What does the Bible say? 

“God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things, at all times, having all the things that you need you will abound in every good work.”

Sometimes God stirs your heart to do more than your mind can conceive. When He does that, realize that He is going to be moving and doing something and get on board with God because it’s amazing what He’ll do in those times.

Day Twenty-Seven – It Is Appropriate to Ask People How You Can Help Them


When Nehemiah talked to the king and the king says, “Why are you so sad?” I think of George Sweeting, a number of years ago I got to spend a little time with him. I asked George what it was like to be president of Moody at the time, he said, “When I first got named president of Moody, I want you to know that I slept like a baby.” I said, “Wow, that’s amazing.” He said, “Yeah, I slept a few hours and then woke up and cried. Slept for a few more hours then woke up and cried. The weight of that responsibility on me was more than I could handle and I had to turn to the Lord. Anyway, the king talks to Nehemiah and says, “How can I help you?” Then Jesus says to two blind men, “What can I do for you?” and Jesus says to another blind man, “What do you want me to do for you?” Bill Bright was a great Christian leader and pastor, now gone home with the Lord. Whenever he had somebody in his presence one of the things he’d say is, “How can I serve you? How can I help you?” Bill was busy, he had a lot going on, but people didn’t leave his presence without that question being asked. That’s an appropriate question, and every one of us can live open-handed like that, we can ask that question and we can consider what they’re asking and how we can fulfill that request. If you’re on the receiving side of that, you also have to be prepared to answer that question. One time I went on a fundraising call with a Christian leader and we met with a very wealthy dentist, who said, “How can I help you? What can I do to help your ministry?” I was going to say something, and the head of the ministry said, “We’re not here for anything, we’re just here to break bread together, have fellowship together, there’s not a single thing we want.” So the guy said, “Okay.” We had lunch together and get out in the car, and the head of the ministry says, “I know he’s going to give generously.” He never did. I learned something that day; when somebody asks how they can help you better have an answer. You better be prepared to say, “This is what’s going on, and this is maybe how you could consider helping.” It’s appropriate to ask people how you can help them, and if you’re on the receiving side of that experience it’s appropriate to answer that question. We’re all part of God’s journey. Sometimes we’re on the giving end and sometimes we’re on the receiving end, but it’s the communication both ways.

Day Twenty-Eight – God Will Reward You for Your Faithful Generosity and Diligent Labors


There is a goal in life. I don’t know if you know what it is, but I know my goal in life is to hear someday, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant, come and share in your master’s happiness.” You have been faithful in little and the Lord is pleased with that. He who is faithful in little will be faithful in much. For every one of us, that’s the goal. I don’t know if you even had a goal in mind, I don’t know if you knew what life is all about. I know they talked to one fellow who was in the nursing home and said, “What are you doing here?” He said, “Waiting to die.” That was his goal, waiting to die. No, you don’t wait to die, you wait to hear those words, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.” You can live that kind of a life all the days of your life. My Christian service, my dedication to God, began with water balloons. That was the first time I said, “Yes Lord, use me.” They were having a church picnic and they said they needed volunteers, they needed someone to help, so I said, “Yes, I’ll help.” I was 21 years of age, and they said, “Here’s your job. Here are 300 water balloons, fill them up and bring them to the picnic.” Instead of going out with my friends on Friday and Saturday night, I filled up the bathtubs in my house with water balloons. My Christian service began in that place. After I did that someone sent me a letter that had Hebrews 6:10 on it:

“For God is not unfair, He will not forget the love you showed Him by the help you gave and are still giving your fellow Christians.”

Think about that verse. That verse touched my heart, I gave up my Friday and Saturday night with friends and filled water balloons, and God saw it and God would remember. The Bible says even a cup of cold water given in the Lord’s name will not be forgotten, it will be remembered and it will be recorded. I don’t know how this works, I don’t know if there are angelic scribes in heaven that are recording, but the Bible says that even a cup of cold water or the water balloons for a church picnic will not be forgotten when our motivation is for Him. Much of Christian service is being a hidden hero. There are a few people that are kind of up-front -- they sing, they speak, they do different things in leadership -- but most of the Christian service we do in our life is as hidden heroes for the King. We are quiet servants, but God always remembers and always sees. Philippians 4:17, Paul says:

“Not that I’m looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account.”

You have an account with your name on it in the First Bank of Heaven. Are you putting in to it? We can’t take things with us, but we can send on ahead. I heard of a little joke about a guy that died and went to heaven. He got to the gates, he was a believer in the Lord Jesus, and the angels invited him in and he said, “Now where’s my mansion?” They said, “We’ll escort you there.” He starts going through the streets of gold and sees the mansions on the left and right and he’s getting really excited about his mansion. Pretty soon they’re getting out of the city, then they’re going out in the meadow, then out in the forest, and the guy says, “Great! I got a lake home.” He was excited about that. Finally they get deep in the woods and the angel says, “There’s your mansion.” The guy is looking all around and he can’t see anything. Finally he sees a couple of trees with a piece of plastic draped over a 2x4 between them. The guy says, “I’m looking for a mansion!” They said, “Well, we did the best we could with what you sent on ahead.” I don’t know how it works in eternity, but I know that God counts, sees, records, and recognizes our service done in the body. When we become a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ that’s how we enter heaven, but the Bible even speaks that there is treasure in heaven and we can store up with our service, with our lives. We don’t do good works to get into heaven, but because we’re on our way to heaven we do good works. The reality is that God will remember. Randy Alcorn says this, “Giving is a giant lever positioned on the fulcrum of this world, allowing us to move mountains in the next world because when we give eternity will be different for others and for us.”
Day Twenty-Nine – The Giver and the Front-Line Worker are Equal Partners in God’s Work


1 Samuel 30:24, a rather obscure verse, but there was a battle that went on and some people stayed with the supplies and some people were on the front lines. There was a great victory and they were sharing the plunder, and the people said, “Hey! We were the ones on the front lines; we’re not going to share with the people that stayed back with the luggage, supplies, and food. It all needs to come to us, we’re the front-line warriors so it should come to us.” David made a decree:

“The share of the man who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as him who went down to the battle, all will share alike.”

We’ve recently had an opportunity to give to something I never even knew existed, an Injil New Testament that is in Arabic. Every Injil New Testament that was purchased with the money that you’ve given, where is that going to go? It’s not going into the hands of your neighbor; it’s going to go into the hands of a Muslim that understands Arabic. Think about that. From you, that gift goes into producing that Injil New Testament can only go into the hands of a Muslim, because they’re the only ones that can read it. You may never know who that front-line worker was; you may be disconnected from the victory, but not in heaven. In heaven it’s all recorded, the fact that you gave here and then in the Crescent Project they made those Injil New Testaments and somebody passed them on to a Muslim, and some of those Muslims received Christ. It’s all recorded, it’s all the same, and we all share equally in that. One day I was talking to a gal in her 80s, her name was Ressa Seibert. I was asking Ressa about her life, she lived in Albuquerque, New Mexico, at the time I was talking to her. I said, “How has the Lord used you in your life?” I’ll never forget her answer, she said, “The Lord never really did use me.” I said, “What do you mean?” She said, “I was just a mother, a grandmother, and a wife, and I kind of helped out a little bit at church, but the Lord has never really used me.” I had to kind of help her back up about 50 years, because 40-50 years earlier a fellow named Truman Robertson, who was a Baptist pastor, was originally the founder of Honey Rock Camp, then he was a pastor, then he wanted to start another camp, so he talked to Al and Ressa Seibert. Ressa worked in a factory and Al was an electrician, the year was 1955. Truman shared with them that he wanted to buy this 80 acres of property outside of Rhineland, Wisconsin. He shared this vision with them, so they went into their savings and took out all their savings, $5,000. Now in 1955, $5,000 would buy a house. An electrician and a factory worker went into their savings and took out $5,000 and gave it to Truman Robertson to buy 80 acres of land to start what ultimately became Fort Wilderness Ministries. For the next 40 years they sent money to Fort Wilderness every month. What I said to Ressa that day is, “In the economy of God, you are the co-founder of Fort Wilderness. You and Al and Truman are the co-founders.” She said, “No, Truman founded Fort Wilderness, he was the director of the camp.” I said, “No, not in God’s perspective, because he could not have done what he did without you. Without you sending the supplies it would not have been possible. Ressa, thousands of people have come to faith in Christ, have gotten their lives straight with Christ in that place, and when you die and you’re in heaven I believe there will be a line a mile long of people waiting to meet Al and Ressa Seibert, co-founders of Fort Wilderness. She said, “Do you really believe that?” I said, “You bet I believe it.” That’s what the Bible teaches; those who send the supplies will share equally with those in the front lines. I went to the Urbana Missionary Conference, 1976, 17,000-18,000 young people standing up dedicating themselves to God for Christian service, going anywhere, anytime, any place to tell others about Christ. Only 10% of them ever went on to the mission field, but 90% had to be senders to get them there, and the Bible says we share equally. Realize that your giving isn’t just to meet a need, but it is part of a divine plan of God and ultimately we all share equally with what happens. That’s what 3 John 1:5 talks about, that we work together with others for the truth. In Philippians, Paul says, “I’m not looking for a gift; I’m looking for what may be credited to your account.”

Day Thirty – Your Giving Will be a Great Help and Encouragement to Others


Whatever giving you do, it might be $5 or $10, giving someone some clothing or giving someone something they need, whatever giving you do with a spirit of generosity toward God and others will be a great encouragement. 

2 Corinthians 9:12:

“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people, but it is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God because of the service by which you have proved yourselves.”

In other words, are you Christian? Prove it by your generosity; prove it by your giving, that’s what the Bible teaches.

“Men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and everyone else.”

If you want to bring praise to God in this world then share generously, that’s just a flat-out reality. A few years ago I took Josh to Eastern Europe when he turned 13, we went to four countries and ten cities in Eastern Europe, and when we were in Belgrade in former Yugoslavia -- now it’s Belgrade, Serbia -- he wanted to get a pair of tennis shoes. I went to the ATM machine. It’s all Monopoly money to me over there, but I thought we had to get out $30,000 of whatever the Serbian money was, so I hit the ATM machine and got out the money. I thought I was getting out $50, money that was going to be used for tennis shoes. Then we go to the store and we’re buying the tennis shoes, and I have all this money in my hand and the guy says, “Oh, I just need a little bit.” I ask, “What do I have in my hand, then? If you only need a little bit for these tennis shoes, what is this?” He says, “You have about $500 US.” Now we’re going to be there for a couple days, and getting money out of an ATM machine in Serbia is about like getting toothpaste out of a tube, once you get it out you are not getting it back in. So I’m like, “I have $500!” Where we were at in Serbia the unemployment is 80%. As we began to go out in the villages and meet Christians and talk to people in the next few days, some of them were so impoverished. One church never took an offering because they were convinced that nobody had anything. I challenged them on that, God is always providing for people; don’t ever short-circuit the reality of God’s provisions in their life. Here’s what Josh and I did, as we went around in these different villages, homes, and apartments, we hid money. We put money under a cup, in the refrigerator, off to the side somewhere because these are people that are praying for God’s provisions. I never got to be there when they found it, but I know this: when they found it they had no idea who gave it. What could they do but praise God? The finding of those dollars by those families that were dealing with massive unemployment and low income, I just know in the sovereignty of God that as they prayed they were like, “What’s this?” Suddenly there’s $50, which would be a month’s wages. How would you like to find a month’s wages under a cup one day, or in the corner of the fridge or something else? We’ve helped different families over the years and sometimes we put money in their fridges and, “Here’s some cold cash.” Then leave it with a verse. The giving had to result in praising God because the people didn’t know who to thank. I was there with a variety of other people so some of them probably didn’t find it until a few days later, but the whole goal there was, “Let’s have some fun giving to some of God’s people.” Proverbs 19:4:

“Wealth brings many friends; everyone is a friend of a man who gives gifts.”

I was doing a little research this morning. I told you that if you make more than $1,500 a year then you’re in the top 25% of the world’s population for wealth. If I asked how many make over $50,000 a year, quite a few of you do. Here’s the thing, you’re in the top 1% of the world’s wealthiest people if you make $50,000 per year. You didn’t know you were so rich, did you? Somebody said, “I don’t make $50,000.” Okay, let’s say you make $25,000; you’re in the top 10%. If you make $12,500, minimum wage or thereabouts, you’re in the top 13% of the world’s population, the wealthiest people in the world. God desires us to learn to share if we have these resources entrusted to us. Matthew 5:14:

“You are the light of the world, let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

Last year as a church family we were praying, we wanted to reach beyond generations and walls. We kept praying, “God, give us an opportunity to move beyond the walls of this church and somehow touch the lives of people of a different generation.” We got word that the middle school in town had a $4 million construction project and things were running behind, so instead of getting the school back weeks before school opened they were going to get it back three days before. They put in new HVAC in the whole school, so all of the ceiling panels had been taken down and the dust of 40 years in that school had descended onto the classrooms. They were going to get the school back three days before school started, but the entire school was covered with dust. Our church intercepted and on the Saturday before the school opened we sent 250 people from our church with buckets, mops, brooms, brushes, and rags and we cleaned 40 classrooms, 1,000 desks, hundreds of shelves, 15 offices, the band room, and everything in the entire school and the school was able to open. There was an English teacher that’s not a Christian and she talked to me about it, and she said, “I’ve never liked Christians very much, but this is the coolest thing I’ve ever heard or seen done.” The principal was in there and said, “In 30 years of leading this school, no church has ever come alongside our school and helped us.” You are the light of the world, let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. The newspapers and the television cameras came, so in our city the news of that work took place. It was a generous act, and guess what it cost us? One morning, 8:30-12:00, and for the first time in the 113 years of our church history, we stepped out into the community to bring glory to God by helping someone. Your giving, your generosity, and your time is a blessing to others.

Day Thirty-One – Your Pursuit of God and a Generous Life Will Give You a Fuller and Richer Life


You can have a fuller and richer life. I’m not talking about the trinkets of wealth; I’m talking about an abundant life. John 10:10, Jesus says:

“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.”

I was thinking about it this morning as I was going over my notes, and I thought, “In my adult life, I have made $100 a month and I have made $50,000 a month.” My happiness hasn’t been any different in either place. In my life I’ve lived in a 12’x48’ mobile home and I’ve lived in a six-bedroom home. My happiness, my joy, hasn’t been any different. In America we somehow think that money will increase our happiness. Happiness is when your happenings happen to happen the way you want them to happen, but joy is from the Lord. When you become a generous person, when you realize that Jesus has come to give you abundant life, it has nothing to do with your checkbook or the kind of house you live in – how big or how small, how new or how old – it does not matter how old your car is. When Jesus comes, you have abundant life. It’s inside; it’s not an external thing. Jesus comes that we might have life and have it more abundantly. A fellow from Grand Rapids visited my on Tuesday and he was saying that when he was 31 and his wife was 28 they decided that they wanted to become debt-free. They got married and had accumulated some debt, and they said, “This is a dumb way to live.” And within seven years they paid off all their indebtedness and even paid off their home, just by being intentional. They had three kids, and they decided, “Let’s adopt a couple.” So they adopted a couple, but they were living in this little bungalow. It was paid for, but they thought, “We’re going to need a bigger house.” So they’re debt-free and they’re living a joyful life with these kids, and they start praying, “God, we need a bigger house.” And there’s a house on the market that’s 4,000 square feet, totally furnished, it was somebody that had passed away and the adult children lived out of town, so they made a stupid offer -- an offer that was like half the value of the house. The offer included, “Everything stays.” The entire house six-bedroom house 100% furnished, but they want the house and everything in it. They said, “Okay.” Mike said, “When we moved in we gave away a bunch of our stuff, so that night after we moved in we slept on a bed that was not our own the day before. Living debt-free and a generous life is an amazing journey.” Your pursuit of God and a generous life will give you a fuller and richer life.

Day Thirty-Two – Realize That God Will Bring Specific People into Your Life that You Can Truly Help


James 2:15:

“Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food, if one of you says, ‘Go, I wish you well, keep warm and well-fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?”

One time I met a fellow a few years ago from Montgomery, Alabama, and he said, “I want to tell you something. If you’re ever in Montgomery and you don’t have anywhere to sleep, nowhere to go, no friends, no food, and no transportation you call me, and I’ll pray for you.” It isn’t quite what God had in mind, but the Lord will bring people into your life and say, “Help them.” One of my recent experiences with God in this area, in Proverbs 14:31:

“Whoever is kind to the needy honors God.”

We have a family in our church, it’s kind of a sad story, this fellow was a youth pastor in the Midwest and he got physically involved with a teenage girl and today he’s in prison for that relationship. He had a wife and six children, ages 1-9, so they’re without a dad and without an income, so that family moved back to Colorado Springs. Our church is what’s called a recovery church, so we’ve come alongside this family whose dad is in prison, the wife didn’t do anything wrong and the kids are innocent victims of the dad’s poor choices. We’ve come alongside that family and we’ve helped find them a home and do all kinds of things in their life to help them weather this storm. One day we sat down with her and somebody had given her a Suburban, it was actually a fairly nice Suburban, but with gas prices…we were looking at her budget and said, “You don’t have an income, you can’t really afford this Suburban.” She was taking her kids back and forth to school and doing different things, and it just wasn’t working. She said, “What am I going to do? This is a free car and I need to have it.” I tucked that into the back of my mind and wasn’t thinking about it very much, but then about a week or two later I was having a devotions and the Lord just prompted me, “Give her your car.” Give her my car. I had a late-model station wagon, it was a great station wagon and I loved it, but there was a prompting, “Give this family your car.” Open your hands. Was this the pizza last night, or was this God speaking? I said to my wife, “Honey, I think the Lord wants me to give my car to this family, and I’ll just kind of swap them for whatever they have.” My wife says, “Cool, as long as it’s not my car you’re giving away.” “I’m uncertain, let’s pray.” At the time I wasn’t even totally aware of what she had, I just felt this prompting. We prayed, “Lord, if you want us to give away our car then we’ll give away our car. It’s your car, I’m the temporary possessor but it’s yours.” We prayed and about 5-10 minutes later the phone rings and I get a call from a guy in Northern Wisconsin named Steve who is on missionary staff at Fort Wilderness. I’ve known Steve for 30 years, I would see him every 4-5 years, but I’ve never talked to him on the phone in my life. We were not friends, just acquaintances through the camp and he’s on the camp staff. He calls me and says, “You’re smart with financial stuff, I need your advice. I need to get a 4-wheel-drive truck, someone is trying to sell it to me and they’re trying to tell me to trust God for the payments. I don’t have any money, what do you think of that?” I talked to him a little while and said, “Steve, that’s violating surety, you’re trying to take on an obligation without a sure way to pay it. You know you don’t have money within your budget to even take on an obligation, so you really don’t want to do that.” He says, “What can I do? I need a truck.” I said, “We can pray. What are you looking for?” He said, “I’d like a 4WD truck with an enclosed cab.” I said, “Fine, let’s pray. God, Steve needs a truck.” We went through his list of things it needed to have. “Keep me posted.” And he hung up the phone. I didn’t think much about it, so I called this gal and said, “The Lord prompted me to give you my car if you want it, I’ll just take whatever you have and I’ll figure out what to do with it, I don’t know that I want it.” So she talks to her husband in prison and talks to a few other counselors and said, “Yeah, that’s a good deal.” So I take my car over and give it to her with the title, and she gives me her car. I’m driving it home and thinking, “I don’t want a Suburban, what am I going to do with a Suburban?” Right about that time I get this impression, “Give it to Steve.” I’m in Colorado and Steve is in Wisconsin, how am I going to give it to Steve? “Lord, give it to whoever you want, I don’t care.” That weekend I’m supposed to fly to Milwaukee to preach at my home church on generosity, but as I’m driving home the news comes on and says, “There’s a big snowstorm coming in, the Denver airport is expected to close by 5:00 tomorrow morning, all flights are going to be cancelled. Anyone trying to go anywhere tomorrow will have to make other arrangements.” I’m thinking, “That’s the flight I’m supposed to be on.” I’m driving this big Suburban home and I think, “Hey, this is my ride to Wisconsin!” I go home to Sandi and say, “Honey, guess what? We’re going to Wisconsin.” “When?” “In about two hours. Pack the bags, get the kids in the car, we’re going to outrun this storm.” Sure enough, we loaded it up and were driving it to Wisconsin and I called Steve along the way, “I have a Suburban and I’m going to give it to you.” He was excited about that, but he thought it was a crummy Suburban, so I said, “No, this is a really nice vehicle, maybe I should keep this.” And he says, “No, that’s my car!” We drive it there and when we get to Milwaukee I say, “I’ve got to get back to Colorado.” Some of our best friends in life are in a terrible financial position and are having all kinds of financial problems. The only thing they have is a car that they have been trying to sell for four months. I said to my friend, “What do you want for your car?” I hadn’t even seen this car; I just knew it was a Chrysler. He tells me and I said, “I’ll just buy it.” We buy the car and we drive it home. Here’s the thing: in 48 hours from God prompting me to open my hands, four families were blessed. The family with six children and a single mom and the dad in prison were blessed. Steve and his wife were blessed because they got a Suburban in answer to prayer. The couple that was desperately trying to sell their car and generate some cash was blessed. We drove home a car that we enjoy, we were blessed. How did that happen? One thing you’ll say, “It wasn’t because of tithing.” There is systematic giving and there’s spontaneous giving, we’re to do both. Sometimes God will speak to our hearts something bigger than our minds can conceive, and when God told me to give my car that morning it didn’t make any sense to me. It wasn’t an issue of making sense, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.” Sometimes God just says, “Open your hands. Give that item, release that item. I’m doing something, I’m moving, I’m working, and I’m just going to allow you to be a part of that miracle.” Realize that God will bring specific people into your life that you can truly help. That’s an unusual story, I understand that, but sometimes it’s been $20 into someone’s hand, or I’ve bought someone gas. I was on the streets of Chicago one time and people have come up to me begging for food and stuff, I say, “I won’t give you any money, but if you follow me I’ll take you into this restaurant here. I’ll let you order your meal and I’ll pay for the whole thing.” As we’re in line together I’ve told them, “Do you know the reason I’m doing this?” “No.” “Because Christ loves you. I don’t know what has happened in your past, I don’t know what has gotten you to this place, but the reason I’m doing this for you is because the Lord Jesus Christ loves you just like he loves me, so I want to help you.” I’ve had people say, “Just give me the money, I don’t want the food.” I say, “No, you’re going to drink it. You’re on a liquid diet and I don’t want to support your liquid diet.” Sometimes God has just prompted me, “Take them in a restaurant and buy them a meal.” Whether it’s a car, a meal, or $20 it doesn’t matter, open your hand. Let the Spirit of God prompt you, He will bring people across your path that you can truly help.

Day Thirty-Three – Any Wealth Gained by the Wrong Means Has Serious Consequences


I never do my taxes. What I do is put all the numbers together and give them to an accountant and say, “You do my taxes.” Because I only want to do what is right, I don’t want to cheat on my taxes. A lot of people cheat in a lot of things. When I do my expense accounts, every receipt is there. We live in a world where people just pilfer, take, steal, and rob all over the place. The Bible says this has huge consequences. Do not do anything that will put you in a place that you’re not pleasing the Lord and you’re not doing what’s right. Job 20:17:

“The wicked man shall not enjoy the good he stole, his labor shall not be rewarded, and wealth shall give him no joy.”

Proverbs 11:1-5:

“The evil man is destroyed by his honesty.”

Job 27:19:

“The wicked man goes to bed rich but wakes up to find that his wealth is gone. Terror overwhelms him and he is blown away in the storms of the night.”

Proverbs 13:11:

“Dishonest money dwindles away.”

How much better is it to be honestly poor than questionably rich? That’s a good question. I’ve told you I was a liar, a thief, I used to take from my brother, sister, parents, and employer. One of the things I’ve learned to do is make restitution in life, after I became a Christian I went back to those places and said, “While I was here, I stole from you and I’m making restitution.” Restitution is giving back in full what you’ve taken plus more on top of it, because it’s the only thing that will break that spirit of thievery in your life. When you’re thieving, you’re saying, “I’m going to get this for nothing.” When you do restitution you pay for it in full plus more on top of it, and you think, “I don’t ever want to do that again.” The Bible has answers; if anyone has gotten themselves caught in that kind of situation there are steps that can be taken. There’s a three-legged stool under every person, but in particular men; it’s issues of money, sex, and power. If the enemy of your soul is going to take you out, he just has to take that one leg. He has to kick out one leg where you abuse money issues, sexual purity issues, or power, control, or authority issues. It’s like a farm stool, if you get knocked off on one leg you’re going down. If you look in the newspapers, look at the people that are going down because of those issues. You have to have safeguards in your life, gentlemen in particular, to make sure the enemy doesn’t take you out that way. The safeguards that I’m aware of in my life, on the power issue I’m in the Word every single day of my life, it’s been over 10,000 days in a row, every morning and every night. It’s not about me, it’s about Him. It’s not about that I’m so busy and so important that I have to do stuff, no; it’s about me submitting myself to the lordship of Christ every day. I surrender my power to his power. The whole area of money, I do everything I can to make sure I’m safeguarded. I have other people handle money; I have other people report taxes because I don’t want to be tripped up on money issues. The third thing is sexuality. I was writing a paper to be ordained in my denomination, and they said, “How do you safeguard yourself against physical sexual temptations?” I had 17 things I was doing to safeguard myself. I wasn’t conscious about all 17, but I began to write them down and they were all there. In my office there’s a door and if there’s a woman in there that door is cracked open. My office has glass windows, anybody can see at any time. Nobody can make an appointment with me without it going through the secretary so that every person I see is recorded in a book and somebody else is in the building. If I’m 15-20 minutes different from where people think I’m going to be, I will call my wife or the secretary and say, “Here’s what’s going on, I’ve had a change in plans.” I don’t have days on end where nobody knew where I was. I was involved with an executive vice president of a ministry who went for days without any accountability to anybody. He was involved in sexual immorality, drunkenness, and all kinds of things but he had no accountability. I had this whole list of things that I put in my life, why? Because the enemy wants to take us out. Money, sex, and power; you better have some things that shore up those three aspects of your life. Don’t go there; don’t go down that road of pretending to play games with money and getting it in the wrong way, because the Bible says there are serious consequences. Your life, your family, your career, and your reputation can all be destroyed in a very short time in those areas.

Day Thirty-Four – Realize God Can Use Anyone and Any Resources to Provide for His Work


I’ve told you some of the garage sale and thrift shop verses and a lot of them are here. The idea is that God can use any person to provide when you have a particular need. Some people say that they’ll only take from Christians. When we look at Nehemiah and Ezra in the Bible, they got resources from heathen kings. God can use anyone to provide for what He wants to do. When I was at Fort Wilderness one winter I heated with wood. We had oak wood; we cut it, stacked it, and had it on the side of our house. We were coming up to winter and the insurance company called and said, “We’re not going to allow you to heat with wood anymore.” Sandi and I had all this wood, the best wood I ever had. It had been sitting there for a year, it was dry, it was great, and it was worth probably $1,000-$1,200. We’re praying, “God, we have this wood. What do we do with this wood?” There was a guy on our staff, great guy, I loved him, but this guy didn’t plan anything in his life. He never planned ahead, he lived in the moment, he was always broke, when I used to travel with him I’d say, “Do you have some money for the trip?” and he’d say, “I gave my last $20 to my wife.” “We’re going away for a week together.” “Yeah, I know, the Lord will provide.” Yeah, me! He’d travel broke and then I’d pay, that’s how that worked. He heated with wood, but he never prepared or planned ahead. It’s November and the snow is already deep on the ground in Northern Wisconsin, and he’s out there picking up wood chips trying to heat his house for his wife and three young children. Sandi and I pray about it, and we decide we’re going to give all our wood to him. He was very excited, so he goes over to the camp and gets the camp dump truck, he’s up there whistling and happy and throwing all this great firewood into the truck to take it to his house. He says, “Hey Brian, what’s that verse you always quote? The wealth of the sinner stored up for the righteous?” I said, “Ron, I’m a forgiven sinner and you’re a poor-planning righteous man.” Yes, God uses sinners and He uses forgiven sinners. When that bank sold our church the racquetball club, the $2.2 million building for $500,000 cash, God used them. When we were renovating that building, I called the company that made HVAC units and I said, “We’re a church plant and we have this new building and we need six HVAC units.” They were like $10,000 apiece. I said, “Is there any chance you’d help us?” This corporation said, “Sure.” And they sent us $60,000 of HVAC units at zero cost. God can use anyone for the things that He is trying to accomplish. I pray by God’s grace that I’ve been inspiring you to live open-handed, but it goes two ways. It’s learning to live open-handed unto the Lord and unto the people He shows you to help, but when you live like this He also puts resources in, you also experience His provisions. I don’t believe we give to get, I believe we give because we’ve received. We’re always only to give from what we have. As we do that, the Lord puts resources that we might give again. We give, to get, to give again. May you find your life more exciting as you learn that truth in the future.

Day Thirty-Five – Your Giving in This Life Will Have an Impact on Your Experiences in Eternity


When you look at Matthew 6:19-21, Jesus says:

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal, for where your treasure is there your heart will be also.”

The Bible teaches us that where we put our money is where our treasure will be. That’s one of the quotes I had this week, Billy Graham said, “A checkbook is a theological document, it will tell who and what you worship.” I’ve looked at a lot of check registers and credit card statements over the years of people that have come into my office and just by looking at them I can tell their priorities in life. Jesus tells us, “Make sure that you’re putting your treasure in heaven, because your heart will follow.” Then He gives us some really good insights, “Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth destroy.” In other words, He’s giving you a caution about putting a lot of money toward certain things. What does moth destroy? Clothing, fine furniture, and draperies and so forth. Yes, we need to wear clothing and all of those things, but Jesus says to be careful, put a control factor on your life so you’re not just spending all your money on things that moth destroys. Also, He says to be careful about putting your money into things that rust destroys. We buy our cars shiny and new and in several years they’re in a trash heap somewhere and they rust away. He also says to be careful about putting too much money into the things that thieves break in and steal. How many people have been robbed? They’re going for the goodies; the jewelry, electronics, and things they can easily get hold of, get out the door, and then sell on eBay. The Bible says to be careful, don’t let your dollars flow only to those things that moth and rust destroy and thieves break in and steal, but make sure that you’re putting your treasure in heaven and that you’re focusing resources toward heaven’s goals.
Day Thirty-Six – When You Help the Poor and Needy, Don’t Do it for Public Recognition

Matthew 6:2 - - this verse is often misunderstood. A lot of people think this verse means that you can never do something and then let anybody know about it, but it doesn’t really mean that in its context. It does give a caution about letting people know what you’ve done. Jesus says:

“When you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets to be honored by men.”

In other words, a lot of people do their giving with a lot of fanfare and a lot of excitement with the goal to be honored by others. He says:

“I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.”

If that’s what they were going for, then that’s what they got. In other words, there was no eternal value in that.

 “When you do give to the needy do not let your left hand know what the right hand is doing so that your giving may be in secret, then your Father who sees things that are done in secret will reward you.”

In other words, our giving is to be motivated by pleasing God as opposed to pleasing others. We are to be responsive to how God is leading us and prompting us, and we’re to respond appropriately to the Lord. Some people say that because of this verse nobody can ever know what any giving is, but that isn’t a biblical concept. With Moses there were a lot of people that giving was publicly declared, with Nehemiah the giving was declared, and with David the giving was declared. The Bible does not mean that you can never know what giving was done, but it’s this whole idea of, “Where are your motives? Who are you doing this for?” Look in this particular verse. If you look at the context of the verse, if you try to stick with that theology that nobody could ever know, then you could never pray publicly because in these same verses it says, “When you pray, pray in secret so that your Heavenly Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you openly.” The idea there is that if you couldn’t tell anybody, we would never be able to have a public prayer. We have people pray for church services, it’s regular to have people stand up and pray for one another, and so the Bible does not say that you’re never to pray in a way that’s public, we pray in public and pray for people all the time. In the same way, there’s a place where giving can be made known and it can be a source of inspiration to others. In the Old Testament David very clearly said, “This is what I’m going to be giving.” He identified it and it was used to inspire others. Paul talked about the Macedonian Christians and how much they gave, “They even gave beyond their ability when they first gave themselves to the Lord.” And he used that as an inspiration to others that they might become more generous. Where Jesus condemns giving is when it was only done for show; it is not done to please God, it’s only done for public recognition and nothing else. Jesus cautions you, “Watch your heart with your giving, and be careful with your giving.” Ultimately it’s to please the Lord, but there are times that your telling a story about being generous can be a source of inspiration to others.

Day Thirty-Seven – Even Your Smallest Acts of Kindness Will be Remembered and Rewarded


Matthew 10:42, this is a verse that the Lord used to speak to my life just this last year. Jesus says:

“If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones, because he is my disciple I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.”

I was talking to one of the children of a family in our church – it’s a single mom and a number of children – and somehow the conversation got around to milk. I don’t know how it got on to milk, we were just in the fellowship hall between services and this little 8-year-old says to me, “I sure like milk.” I didn’t think anything of it, but then he says, “but I never get milk.” I said, “What did you say?” and he said, “We never get milk.” I said, “What do you mean?” and he said, “We’re too poor to have milk. My mom always puts pitchers of water on the kitchen table, but we can never have any milk. Boy, I sure wish we could get some milk, but we can’t afford it.” I knew the family situation and he was correct, they don’t have the ability to give milk to that large family with this single mom. I went to bed that night thinking about that little boy, I was thinking, “If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones, because he is my disciple I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.” I thought, “What about a cup of milk? If the Lord is going to remember a cup of water, won’t He remember a cup of milk?” I talked to Sandi, we prayed about it, we talked about it, and we got a hold of the dairy in town and got that family a year’s supply of milk. When I saw that family the next Sunday they were so excited because they were going to have milk and they hadn’t had any in a long time. Sometimes God brings needy people across your path and you can be such a blessing. When you think about your circle of friends, the relationships that you have, and your church family, you know who you need to have your eyes peeled for? A single mom. A single mom in most communities is on the bottom rung of the economic ladder. They may have had a decent income when they were married, they may have lived pretty well when they were married, but suddenly something happened in their home and that marriage broke up. A lot of times the mother is trying to go back to work, sometimes she hasn’t worked in several years and is having difficulty getting a job, she gets a lower-paying job, and sometimes the husband is not faithful in his support checks, the kids are the victims of the whole experience and they struggle tremendously. One of the ways you can leave this place, if you want to take a smooth stone – I talked about David and how he went down to the river, pulled out a smooth stone, and went back and slew Goliath with one of those stones – you could go back and be a blessing to a family with a single mom and some children. Take that stone in your pouch. It doesn’t have to be a year’s supply of milk, it might just be taking them along to a movie, taking them out to lunch, or buying school supplies. Anything you do for a single mother and young children will be used by God to greatly help. Here’s the reality: they can’t pay you back. That’s the kind of giving God gets excited about is when you just come alongside someone else. So often we live with people that are at the same economic level as us, and we’re looking at people that make more than us and thinking, “Poor us, everybody else seems to have so much more than we do.” The Bible says you’re going to be blessed when you help the needy, when you bring yourself into their world and bring yourself down to their level. God says that at that point you’ll be happier and you’ll be more content. It’s not looking around at what others have that you don’t have, it’s learning to bring yourself into the lives of those that are needy and it can be a great blessing to you. This family that we helped with the milk -- there’s another family that takes them out for lunch every Sunday. The couple is elderly and retired, and they take out six kids and a single mom every week. The kids call this guy Uncle Don, he’s been like a father figure to them since their father isn’t there, and Uncle Don and Aunt Julie take them out to lunch. They come alongside and love on this family and have helped this family. Let me encourage you to go back with the stone, to have eyes peeled to those single moms and young children. Proverbs 19:17:

“When you help the poor you are lending to the Lord and He pays wonderful interest on your loan.”

Here’s a reality from God, when you help the poor God says, “I’ll make it up. Some way, I’ll make it up.” You may think you’re losing, you’re giving out resources and they’re gone. God says, “No, when you help the poor and needy, I will get in the picture and do something unique in your life. As you helped them, I will help you.” Last summer a little boy named Isaiah came into my office. He was kind of down and dejected, and I said, “Isaiah, what’s going on?” He said, “Not much.” I said, “Hey, it’s summer time! You’re out of school, aren’t you excited?” “No, not really.” “Why aren’t you excited?” ”Because we can’t do anything this summer.” I said, “What do you mean you can’t do anything?” He said, “Mom and Dad are getting a divorce, and Mom says we don’t have any money, we can’t do anything, we can’t go to the pool, I can’t go to camp, and I can’t do anything.” He just had his head hanging down. I said, “Isaiah, would you like to go to camp?” “I would love to go to camp, but I was told I can’t go.” I said, “We can get you to camp.” I took him down to the church secretary and said, “We’re here to sign up Isaiah for camp. I don’t care how we do it, I don’t care if it’s money from me or the church or where it comes from, but we’re getting Isaiah to camp.” We got him back to camp this summer along with his sister. You should have seen his eyes light up. When you help the needy you do get paid sometimes, and it’s the sparkle in a little child’s eyes, it’s just the excitement of that child. He was so excited that he got to go to camp. When we help the needy and those that can never return the favor, God steps into the picture and blesses us as we seek to bless others. Realize that your smallest acts of kindness can be rewarded by God.

Day Thirty-Eight – A Main Focus for Your Giving Should be Your Local Church and Ministry Staff


Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:

“If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? Don’t you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple and those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.”

In other words, the scripture teaches that those who minister to you are supposed to receive from you, that’s a biblical command. It’s really sad; there are a couple of things that go on in church life. Some people say, “I’m mad about something.” So they pull back their giving and don’t honor those spiritual leaders in their midst. Some people try to use their money in the church to control a decision or something that happens, but God wants us to make sure that we are faithful in our giving to our local church. Some people also say, “I give my time.” You know what? Time doesn’t pay an electric bill, time doesn’t pay a utility bill, and time doesn’t pay a payroll. Bless God if you give your time, but you also need to invest your resources into your local house of worship, wherever that is. As I consider this in my own life, how do we do this? The way Sandi and I have done it, you’ve heard the story of counting our blessings where we would look back on the last seven days and see how God provided for us. We took our expected income, the main source of income that we were counting on for our life, we would take a tenth of that and made sure that went to our main ministry, which is our local church. That’s how we made it a priority. In my case I actually do an electronic funds transfer, it’s a tenth of my income that’s transferred electronically to my church on a monthly basis because I want to be 100% faithful to the Lord in giving to my local church. The reality is that in most of our lives, in addition to the main income there might be a second income, bonuses, a spouse’s income, inheritance, or all kinds of other things that go on in your life. What we have found is that we give a tenth of my main income to our local church, but all these other things go into a blessings fund and we sometimes still give offerings to our church for a special project, but to missionaries, people in need, or camp or media ministries we care about we give out of those resources. I always encourage people to make sure to make it a priority to give faithfully to your local church. 1 Timothy 5:17-18:

“Pastors who do their work well should be paid well and should be highly appreciated.”

What have you done recently to let your pastor know you appreciate him? Being a pastor is very hard. When I became a pastor, I thought I had an S on my chest -- Superman or Spiritualman or something. Do you know what pastors have? I don’t know if they have an S on their chest, but they do have a bull’s-eye on their back. It’s hard work to be a pastor because sometimes people want to talk about the pastor but they don’t want to talk to the pastor. Sometimes they get a lot of shots across the bow in different ways. I don’t know about other pastors, but I have a file called “Letters of Appreciation” and they don’t come very often, but when they do I read them and keep them. There are some days you’re just absolutely convinced that nobody is for you and everybody is against you. It’s tough to be a pastor, but it’s those words of appreciation and encouragement, and sometimes even gifts of encouragement. There are people that have brought us food, given us gift cards, people that have done all sorts of kind things for myself and my family and it just lifts the burden when you know there’s an appreciation and people bless you with resources, little gifts, or something. What have you done recently to encourage your pastor? None of us serve for thanks, but when no thanks come it’s hard to keep serving. A little bit of thanks and appreciation can sometimes carry someone who is serving for months. It isn’t just pastors, it’s people serving the Lord. Let them know you appreciate them, talk to them, thank them, tell them how they have made a difference. Use your lips, your hands, and your life to show appreciation for those in ministry. I have a little quote, “No church ever has a money problem, only a faithfulness problem.” We’re living in a time when the news reports are that church giving is going down around the country. There are churches beginning to lay off staff, cut back on programs, and they think it’s a money problem. It is not a money problem, it’s a faithfulness problem. In the average church 1/3 give absolutely nothing, 1/3 give under $500 a year, and 1/3 give over $500 a year. The issue is not a lack of money, the issue is that people aren’t faithful in giving what God has given to them because the Lord has provided resources to His people, but they stay tight-handed and don’t release them. In your life, may it always be true that you’re one who faithfully supports your local church and congregation not only with your gifts, but with your service, appreciation, and so forth.

Day Thirty-Nine – Building Projects are Worthy of Your Support


If you’re around long enough, you’re going to be involved in some building projects. Remember that facilities facilitate ministry, and there are those seasons of life where you will have that opportunity. The scripture records in Exodus 35 the giving that went on with the tabernacle. The people were slaves so they didn’t have any wealthy givers in their group, but the Bible says they plundered the Egyptians on the way out the door of Egypt. They were in the wilderness and they carried that wealth -- it talked about the gold, silver, clothing, and jewels they had plundered -- they carried the wealth in their clothing. Here’s something I’ve learned about wealth over the years, it’s heavy. There’s a burden that comes with wealth. What am I going to do with it? How am I going to use it? Some people, if I said to you, “I have a million dollars to give you tonight.” You’d say, “Great! My financial problems are solved.” No, your financial problems are just beginning because you’d have to decide, “What am I going to do with that million dollars? Where am I going to give that money? What am I going to do about the taxes on that? Where should I invest it? Where should I spend it?” It would literally be a trouble for you if you got a million dollars, it would create more problems. That’s what the lottery has proven; a lot of people who have won lotteries ultimately end up with their lives in disaster within just a short time. With Moses, these slaves are carrying this wealth and they’re out in the wilderness and then Moses is led by God to have a tabernacle. You know what they did? They said, “I’m tired of carrying this wealth.” And they released it. God says, “Look at what you have and give from what you have.” So these former slaves reached into their clothing and gave the wealth they’d plundered from the Egyptians for this project, and the tabernacle was built for the glory of God. David, 1 Chronicles 29, built a temple that was valued at $35 billion. If you take the gold, silver, iron, copper, and all of that and calculate the weight of it and multiply it by today’s prices it was literally over $35 billion. There were people of resources that came in and made a big difference in that situation. In King Joash’s day the temple was in disrepair and so he developed a little box and people came in and put money in the box for the renovations. In your lifetime you will have opportunities to release resources into a building project, but the key is to look at what you have. Not just your income, your income may be very small, but there may be a piece of land you’re sitting on, some equipment you have, or something you have but no longer need. Learn to release those resources into God’s ministry. There’s a new website that’s out called idonate.com. They have been starting to help people that have jewelry, art, land, property, and vehicles that you can donate through that ministry to your ministry. They handle the transaction, they take that asset and sell it, and those proceeds get turned over to the ministries that you care about. Those are things to consider as you look at those opportunities that come around once in a while.

Day Forty – God Will Show You Other Giving Opportunities Worthy of Your Support


We talked about church and building projects, but if you look at the scriptures, James 1:27, it talks about orphans and widows. The word “widow” there means “lonely woman”, it can be a single woman, divorced, or an actual widow, but it’s orphans and widows. If you want to have a religion that pleases God:

“The Christian who is pure and without fault from the Father’s point of view is the one who takes care of orphans and widows and who remains true to the Lord.”

I told you the story about the man who gave me a million-dollar gift on December 31st for our future relocation, but here’s the kicker; he put on it that until our church buys a future building, all the interest from that money is to go to help widows and orphans. It’s all to flow to widows and orphans – single moms, single women, or widows and orphans. We have resources in our church now that we will flow to help those people because they are in a special class. Do you know that God has favorites? We don’t like to think that, but the Bible says that the stranger, the alien, the fatherless, and the widow are special in God’s sight and He has his eye upon them. The people of God that serve, touch, and bless those people are a vehicle to be Jesus with skin on in their lives. In Job 29:12 Job talks about how He rescued the poor. Matthew 10:42 talks about the little ones, if anyone give even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones. Hebrews 12:13 too, do not forget to entertain strangers. There are people passing through in your life and you host them, you take them out for a meal or open up your home. In our church we have about 7 or 8 families that have said, “If somebody is passing through Colorado Springs and they need a place to stay, call us and we will host them.” A couple years ago we had a phone call from a guy who asked, “Do you want a house?” I said, “No, we don’t want a house.” He said, “It’s a nice house.” “No, we don’t want a nice house.” “It’s a really nice house.” I said, “What are you talking about?” He said, “I have a $425,000 house, I want to give it to your church if you use it for people in need.” I said, “We’ll look at it.” We went and looked at it, it was 2,800 square feet, had just recently been built, and he had it on the market and couldn’t sell it for the price he wanted. Someone offered him a low price and he said, “I am not selling it for that.” They said, “We’re not changing our price.” He said, “I’ll give it away before I sell it for that.” The people didn’t change their price, so he said, “Fine, I’m giving it away.” He called us up and gave it to our church. Not only did he give it to our church, his sister got involved and furnished the entire place with bedroom sets, living room furniture, dining room furniture, dishes, pot, pans, utensils, linens, towels and everything. All people have to do to come into this house is a suitcase, because everything else is there. People that come and stay in this house can stay from one month to one year but our church can’t charge them, that’s how it was set up. They can come in a time of transition or need. Everyone who has stayed there has said, “The only problem with living in that house, is wherever we go next we’re taking a step down, it is such a nice house.” Normally when you think of a church getting a house from somebody it’s 80 years old and needs 80 years of deferred maintenance, but this was amazing. One of the people that we helped was a couple from Singapore. He was an elder in his church in Singapore and was on a trip in Colorado with his wife and son. There was a head-on collision and his wife died and his son was in a coma. We were able to take that father in and, for a number of months as his son was nursed back to health, he had a place to stay and we were able to come alongside that family. We’ve helped missionaries, young couples, and people in need. God will give opportunities for you to do things. Philippians 4, we’re to help missionaries. This conference center has a great history of supporting mission projects and mission work. Acts 28:10 also talks about missionaries and how needs are supplied. Let me give you a couple tips about giving, I wrote a press release that went around the country last year that just gave some helpful tips. Sometimes people say, “Where do I give my money? If I’m going to be a giver, where do I give it?” I was just on a radio station in Seattle and some guy called and said, “I’m willing to give 20% of my money, but I just don’t know where.” So there are a couple things. One, make your local church a priority. Two, follow God’s promptings; if you set aside money unto the Lord, God will show you where to give it. Three, be in conversation and prayer with your spouse frequently if there’s a decision to be made. As they took the Crescent Project offering I had a number in my head, I didn’t have one in my head all week but suddenly it was there as the offering was being taken. I thought, “Lord, is that you?” I looked at Sandi and said, “Do you have a number in your head?” She did, and they matched. Guess what we gave? It wasn’t my idea, per se, and it wasn’t her idea. I feel that God prompted us to give a particular amount, and when you’re following the Lord’s leading you just do what He says. Four, as you’re looking at some organizations you can check them out. Go to guidestar.org, every non-profit in America has all of their financial information on this site. There are forms that they have to put into the federal government, you can go there and see what the top five executive salaries are. You can see what percentage of the money goes to ministry and what percent goes to fundraising costs. You can check those things out, it’s a great resource. ECFA, Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability -- that’s a membership organization -- if you want to support solid ministries it’s usually the ministries that are a part of that group. Ministrywatch.com is run by a friend of mine, Rusty Leonard, and he is kind of a watch dog over ministries and he has found out who has questionable board practices, who has excessive resources already stored up, who has excessive fundraising costs, and he grades them on an A, B, C, D, and F basis. There are certain ministries he says, “Do NOT send money to these groups until they get their house in order.” The other thing you can do is go to a ministry’s website and get information, or you can call them and ask for a copy of their financial report. If they don’t want to give it, then you don’t want to give them your money. You want to watch out for excessive fundraising expenses, excessive salaries, and excessive lifestyles. There are some groups that are out there that are living very unusual lifestyles and it really is questionable whether you want to let your money flow into what they’re doing. Also, give where you know or can trust the leadership. If the Fireman Association calls you on the phone for money don’t give to them, those are normally 60-80% that goes to fundraising costs. You’re going to want to sink a lot of your giving dollars into ministries that you have some familiarity with and not just respond to a phone call or direct mail piece, you want to give to ministries that are worthy of your support. Give where there are results, your ability to see their track record. Did they touch your life? Did they touch the lives of others you’ve known? Have you known missionaries that have been a part of that group and have you seen the effectiveness of their ministry? Whatever it is, realize that you can give with confidence and trust. As you set aside unto the Lord and obey the Lord’s promptings, you can be wise in your giving. We’ve covered a lot of ground, probably more than you’ve ever heard in your entire life or will hear again. I’m hoping, by God’s grace, that there have been some smooth stones. David got five smooth stones and he slew some giants. May you receive some stones and think, live, and give differently because of this message. One of my desires is to be a Johnny Appleseed and to plant seed in the hearts of the people that would cause them to want to become more generous. I won’t be the recipient of your gifts, for most of us our paths will probably never cross, but here’s what I would like to hear. If along the way and in the future the Lord does something special in your generosity or blesses you in a special way, I would love to hear the story and so E-mail me. I’m going to be developing a radio program that’s called Journey to Generosity and it’s going to be true stories of people that I’ve met, people that I know on a first-name basis – in other words, they’ve contacted me – and I’m going to tell their stories on the radio to inspire others about God’s grace, generosity, and provision. Please consider E-mailing me in the future if there are things that begin to happen in your life from these experiences. If you don’t E-mail me, I would ask that when we get to heaven and you have some stories of God’s grace in this realm of your life, I would like to meet you just inside the eastern gate, okay? I’ll be right off to the right. That would be wonderful to fellowship together and talk about God’s grace in your life, how God increased your generosity, how you had greater contentment, greater joy, and greater peace as you learned to live open-handed in this tight-fisted world.
