Keynote Plenary Message:

The Ministry of Generosity: 
God’s High Calling for Christian Leaders

Summary notes from Brian Kluth’s keynote address at the Christian Stewardship Association 1000-person national conference in Orlando, FL

The people in the Scriptures who taught people about generosity and raised resources for God's purposes in their generation were godly leaders.  This group was a "who's who" of God's choice servants - Moses, King David, Nehemiah, King Solomon, Ezra, Paul and others.  When we raise resources for God’s work, we are partnering with God Himself for God’s purposes in our generation.  Here are five reasons the ministry of generosity is part of God’s “High Calling” for Christian leaders, staff, and pastors.
1. We get to partner with God

· “God is the owner and loaner of all things.” God owns it all, but everything – everything – is on temporary loan to you.

· We are not just raising funds. We are not just closing deals. You and I have the privelege of partnering with God himself in our generation.

· Dwell on WHO HE IS … If you lose sight of this, everything will get very difficult, but if you focus on WHO HE IS you will have freedom in your spirit that will come from God himself and His Throne of Grace.

· What does God own?

1. Every animal and bird and creature (Psalm 50)

2. All the silver and all the gold (Haggai 2:8)

3. All the land (Leviticus 25)

4. The wealth of the nations (Haggai 2)

5. The wealth of the sinner (Proverbs 13:22)

6. Everything in heaven and earth (1 Chronicles 29)

7. All who live in the world (Psalm 24)

8. Riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity (Proverbs 8)

9. Wisdom, power and counsel (Job 12)

10. The sun and the stars in the heaven, even the highest heavens (Genesis 1)

· “For by Him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible. All things were created by Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”  (Colossians 1:16-17)

· “I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the Lord, the God of Israel, who summons you by name.”  (Isaiah 45:3)

· We have one donor, and it’s God. “You and I need to live for an audience of one.” (Randy Alcorn)

· Our job is to please God. “To the man who pleases Him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner He gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God.” (Ecclesiates 2:26)

2. We get to partner with the work of God

· We are “eternal investment counselors.” We’re telling them what God is doing in the ministry and we’re giving them opportunities to invest for eternity through lives that you’re ministry will touch.

· We are advisors. We are connecting people with the very works of God in our lifetime and our generation.

3. We get to partner with the people of God.
· We are educators. We are teaching the people of God the importance of giving to God, and the importance of managing their finances according to biblical principles. His people are suffering from this lack of knowledge.

· Seven reasons why people should give to God

1. God will be the Provider from his resources as people learn to give to God.

2. God will give them greater contentment and peace in their hearts over financial matters.

3. God will take care of their basic needs and guide people in their financial decisions.

4. The people who are in debt, god can help them get out of debt, and get them on a path that will leave them out of debt.

5. God will use their giving to strengthen the work and outreach of the ministry they care about.

6. God will take what they give and will multiply it for His purposes.

7. God will insure them of treasure in Heaven.

· We live in a day and age when people do not realize that they need to make a spiritual decision that says, “from whatever God puts into my hands, I will give, at least, the first tenth back to Him.”

4. We get to partner with the Word of God.
·  Romans 15:4 tells us “everything that was written in the past, was written to teach us.”

· Resource raising for God’s work as noted in the Scriptures:

1. David raised resources for a building project.

2. Moses raised resources for the Tabernacle and for his staff.

3. Nehemiah was involved in building renovations and annual funding.

4. Joash was involved in building renovations.

5. Hezekiah was involved in staff and annual funding kinds of needs.

6. Solomon was involved in major donor relations.

7. Ezra was involved with building projects and renovations.

8. The Apostles were involved with the benevolence ministry in raising resources.

9. Jesus himself had a general fund in which they had people regularly support him. The Scripture tells us women supported his ministry.

10. Paul was involved in relief ministry, direct mail campaigns and field staff.

11. Elijah was involved in seeing God’s miraculous provisions in one on one donor calls.

12. Joshua got involved in a relocation project.

13. Haggai got involved in a building project

(Taken from the CSA Resource Kit)

· Draw upon the Word of God to direct and guide your affairs, your life, your ministry and your activities.

· We desperately need to go back and connect to the Word of God and to God himself, challenging and encouraging people in ministries across America and other places that God is trustworthy. His Word can be used in our life to guide and shape us.

· He will want to use the Scriptures … his promises … his promptings … to lead you in a way that will provide for the ministries that you are facing.

5. We get to partner in God’s divine economy.

· He will use the currency of the land. He will do things in that way, but you and I have a higher economy. … We are connected to the One who owns it all, to the things in secret places and to things that are visible.

· “Don’t look to the West, don’t look to the currencies, don’t look to economies. Look to the provisions of God.”

Conclusion

· “What God orders, He pays for. Where God guides, He provides.”

· Psalm 34:10 “The lions do lack and suffer hunger, but they who seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.”

· Psalm 94:11 “For the Lord God is a sun and shield. The Lord will give grace and glory. No good thing will He withhold from them who walk uprightly.”

