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40 Principles summarized from 600 scriptures in Brian Kluth’s booklet “God’s Word on Wealth & Generosity”
Biblical Wisdom and Warnings about Wealth and Generosity



Biblical Stewardship: 

Christianity's Silent Subject

By Brian Kluth, pastor, national-international generosity speaker, author & radio commentator (www.kluth.org)
Most Christians are familiar with the Great Commandment and the Great Commission.  But in churches across the world today there is also the “Great Omission”.  Even though there are 2,350 Scripture verses relating to finances, generosity and material possessions, most churches seldom teach on this vital subject.  In recent years, research has shown…

Seminaries don't teach it.  A study funded by Lilly Endowment Inc. discovered that the vast majority of seminaries offer no formal course or instruction concerning biblical stewardship issues and funding issues for future pastors.
Pastors don't speak on it.  One national study discovered that 85% of pastors did not feel prepared through their seminary or denomination to adequately address stewardship, funding, and personal financial matters in their local church.
Churches don't program for it.  In many churches, stewardship is the veneer put on "bills, budget, and building" needs. 90% of church leaders recently surveyed in a national research project indicated their church has no vision or active plan to advance biblical stewardship teaching in their local church. 
Denominations don't encourage it.  A phone survey to National Association of Evangelical (NAE) denominations discovered that 90% of the NAE denominations had no or minimal effective programs or resources to help pastors and churches advance biblical stewardship in their congregations.
Ministry leaders and development officers don't understand it.  In a recent gathering of senior development officers from Christian colleges and universities, most indicated they had never thought through a biblical rational and plan for their funding programs and methodologies. Christian Stewardship Association (CSA) research indicated that most leaders feel their fundraising skills and average or weak. The vast majority of leaders also felt board members were NOT helping them reach the ministry's funding goals through personal giving, getting, referrals, or solicitation. 
Christian universities and Bible colleges don't teach it.  In CSA discussions with higher education institutions across America, there is almost a complete absence of biblical stewardship and financial teaching for today's young people. At one leading Christian university, a recent search in the library discovered that the few books that could be found on biblical stewardship, money management, fundraising, etc. were written between 1899 and 1945. This would indicate a 50-year gap in any stewardship teaching!
Christians don't practice it.  The Empty Tomb Inc. studies have discovered a steady 35-year decline in the percentage that Christians give to their local church. The percentages of income that Christians give to their local church has shrunk to 1 1/2% to 3 1/2%. Church studies by the CSA president indicate that in most evangelical churches, only 1 or 2 out of 10 Christians appear to actively give 10% or more of their income to the Lord's work. Most Christians are completely uninformed about the more than 2350 verses in the Bible that speak about wealth, money, giving and material possessions.
In 1899 a bibliography was compiled of the books dealing with systematic and proportionate giving among Christians.  Over 100 years ago there were over 500 books on this subject.  Today, books encouraging generous giving and living are few and far between.  Without a change in direction, churches and ministries are headed into an economic storm that will negatively impact the church, missions, and God’s work for decades to come. 
New and strategic initiatives are vitally needed to reverse the cold winds of stewardship silence that have been blowing across the

spiritual landscape for many years.

The Role of Pastors and Church Leaders to

Help People Discover God’s Plan for Finances and Generosity

1 – Personally learn God’s Word on this subject.  Walk the talk.

Phil 4:9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me-put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

Learn God’s Word: www.GenerousLife.info  www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org    www.Crown.org   www.GenerousLife.info 

2 – Realize there is a financial epidemic, but we have the cure.

Prov 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish.

2 Tim 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right. It is God's way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants us to do.

INCREASING: Debt.  Materialism.  Gambling.  Bankruptcies.  Substance abuse.  Marital strife.  Financial bondage.

DECREASING:  Church attendance. Church involvement.  Savings.  Giving.

3 - Teach people to give to God, not to the church budget.   

Aim for transformed lives, not institutional survival.

Deut 16:16-17 No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed: Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you. 

Acts 20:27  (Paul said) “I didn't shrink from declaring all that God wants for you.” 

4 - Realize financial and generosity teaching is spiritual ministry.
Luke 16:11 If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?

1 Tim 6:17-19  Command those who are rich in this present world…to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 
5 – Beware of developing a scarcity mentality.

Ps 24:1 The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.

Ex 36:6-7  Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: "No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary." And so the people were restrained from bringing more, because what they already had was more than enough to do all the work.

6 – Understand that real resources flow to vision, not needs.

1 Chron 28:19 "All this," David said, "I have in writing from the hand of the LORD upon me, and he gave me understanding in all the details of the plan."

7 - Get scriptures on finances into people’s hands, homes, hearts.
Heb 4:12-13  For whatever God says to us is full of living power: it is sharper than the sharpest dagger, cutting swift and deep into our innermost thoughts and desires with all their parts, exposing us for what we really are. He knows about everyone, everywhere. Everything about us is bare and wide open to the all-seeing eyes of our living God; nothing can be hidden from him to whom we must explain all that we have done. 
8 – Develop a year-round intentional, multifaceted, and integrated financial ministry with proven resources (i.e. don’t reinvent the wheel).
Ecc 4:4 I saw that all labor and all achievement spring from man's envy of his neighbor. 
Ecc 8:6 There is a proper time and procedure for every matter.

Written by Rev. Brian Kluth – www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org and www.GenerousLife.info

Financial & Generosity Fast Facts Impacting Churches
Brian Kluth's “Leadership Forum on Church Giving for Pastors & Church Leaders” (www.kluth.org)
1. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS: 95% of Christian colleges, universities, seminaries and Bible colleges offer NO personal or ministry financial curriculum. Lilly Foundation Studies

2. DENOMINATIONS: 90% offer no available (or very limited) financial teaching resources to their pastors or churches. CSA  research

3. PASTORS: 85% feel unequipped and uncomfortable teaching on finances and giving. Lilly Foundation Studies

4. CHURCHES: 90% have no active plan for teaching Biblical financial and generosity principles. CSA
5. CREDIT CARD BILLS: Average household has $8400 in unpaid credit card bills.Cardweb.com

6. SAVINGS RATE: Lowest point in 73 years.  In 2005 the savings rate was negative -0.5 percent, the lowest since the Great Depression (only in 1932/1933 did we have a negative savings rate).Yahoo Finance
7. BANKRUPTCIES:  All-time high - - over 2 million per year (more than the entire decade of the 1960’s).  More bankruptcies than divorces (1.6 million divorces annually). US Courts
8. GAMBLING: Over $2500/year spent on “legalized” gambling for every person in America as opposed to $1200/year spent on groceries.  Source: Focus on the Family article on the US abstract reports
9. MATERIALISM: 20% of Americans have possessions in 40,000 (and growing) storage units.USA Today
10. FINANCIAL STRESS: Many U.S. families (and churches!)  are 1 to 2 months away from $$$ crisis and financial problems are the largest contributing cause of marital stress and divorce.
11. GIVING HABITS: Only 25% of Christians are systematic givers.  20-35% of giving records of people regularly in church are blank (note: larger the church, the more $0 givers).CSA & Ken Hemphill, SBC
12. GIVING %: The % of income that Christians give has been declining for over 35 years in a row.  Giving is now at a record low of 2.5% of household income - - which is even lower than the previous low of 3.3% given during the 1930’s Great Depression.
13. TITHING: Only 5-14% of Christians give 10%+ of their income to the Lord’s work.L. Burkett & G. Barna
When tithing Christians were asked: "At what age did you start giving at least 10% of your income to the Lord?":  34% in their childhood/teens, 36% in 20's, 18% in 30's, and 12% in 40's and older.
14. COMING GENERATION: Average college student has 4 credit cards with unpaid balances of $2327.  One of the biggest use of credit cards for males is internet gambling. Washington Post    50% of graduates owe $10K-$40K in student loans (1/3rd were unable to make their first monthly payment 6 months after graduation).Wall Street Journal
15. GOOD NEWS:  In the Bible there are 2,350 verses on finances, generosity, and material possessions.  God has answers for the churches and the people that will learn and follow His word!
© Brian Kluth.  For other generosity resources, FREE church giving e-newsletter, and copyright permission, visit www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org

Maximum Generosity: God's High Calling for Christian Leaders

Heroes of the faith inspired God's people to greater levels of generosity
By Brian Kluth, national and international stewardship author and speaker (www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org)


"Everything that was written in the past was written to each us."  Romans 15:4
	
	LEADERS
	NEED
	METHODS
	REFERENCES

	
	 King David
	Building Project
	• Planning Time Alone with God

• Large Lead Gift Given

• Leadership Meeting & Gifts

• Gifts-In-Kind
	•I Chron 28:12,19

•I Chron 29:2-5

•I Chron 29:5-9

•1 Chron 29:8

	
	 Moses
	Building Project
	•Large Group Meeting

•Offerings Accepted

•Skilled Volunteer Labor
	•Ex 35:4

•Ex 20-34, 36:3-7

•Ex 35:10,30-35

	
	Nehemiah
	Building Renovations

Annual Funding
	• Personal Prayer

•Major Donor Call

•Government Grant

•Executive Planning

•Pivotal Leadership Meeting

•Volunteer Labor

•Debt Counseling and Action

•Executive Salaries Reduced

•Personal Lead Gift

•Leadership Gifts

•Public Gifts

•Signed Stewardship Covenant

•Development Offc. Established

•Reorganization Plan
	• Neh 1:4-11

•Neh 2:1-8

•Neh 2:7,8

•Neh 2:11-16

•Neh 2:17,18

•Neh 3, 4:14-21, 6:15

•Neh 5:1-13

•Neh 5:14,15,18

•Neh 7:70

•Neh 7:70,71

•Neh 7:72

•Neh 9:37-10:39

•Neh 12:44-47

•Neh 13:4-14

	
	 King Joash
	Building Renovations
	•Development Staff Failure

•Designated Giving Program
	•II Kings 12:4-8

•II Kings 12:9-16

	
	King Hezekiah
	Annual Funding
	•Personal Gift

•Leadership Announcement

•Development Dept. Established
	•II Chron 31:3

•II Chron 31:4-10

•II Chron 31:11-21

	
	King Solomon
	Annual Funding
	•Major Donor Relations
	•I Kings 10:1-10

•I Kings 4:7,27,28

	
	Ezra
	Building Renovations
	•Major Donor Relations

•Freewill Offerings

•Government Grant

•Leadership Gifts
	• Ezra 7:6,15

•Ezra 7:16

•Ezra 6:3-15, 7:11-23

•Ezra 2:68,69

	
	 Apostles
	 Benevolence Ministry
	•Foundation Board

•Personal Donor Relations
	• Acts 4:34-5:2

•Acts 5:3-11

	
	 Jesus
	General Fund
	•Personal Ministry Relations

•Stretching Provided Resources
	• Luke 8:2,3

•Matt 14:17-21

	
	 Paul
	Relief Ministry
	•Large Group Mailing

•Stewardship Teaching

•Field Representatives
	•I Cor 16:1-3

•II Cor 8,9

•II Cor 8:16-24

	
	Elijah
	General Fund
	•Miraculous Provision

•Face-to-face Donor Call

•Stewardship Teaching
	• I Kings 17:1-7

•I Kings 17:8-16

•I Kings 17:13,14

	
	Joshua
	 Relocation Project
	•Expansion Plan
	• Joshua 24

	
	 Haggai
	Ministry & Bldg Needs
	•Generosity Teaching
	• Haggai 1


A View from the Pew:
4 Stewardship Views Contrasted

On September 18, 2006 Time Magazine cover story was: “Does God Want You Rich?”
The article primarily covered the ministry of Joel Osteen’s 25,000 member Lakewood Church in Houston.  Here are some of the common “views” Christians hold when it comes to how they view wealth and possessions. 
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	Poverty Theology
	Prosperity Theology
	Consumer
Theology
	BALANCED Biblical View

	View of prosperity...
	Non-materialistic, disdain for possessions
	Prosperity is the reward of the righteous
	The pursuit of household possessions and family pleasures is acceptable
	Possessions are a trust given by God in varying proportions

	In a word, possessions are...
	Curse
	Reward
	Right
	Responsibility

	View about purchases
	Lowest quality
	Top quality
	Quantity
	Wisest

	"Proof texts"
	Sell all and give to the poor.

Luke 18:18-22
	Ask, seek, knock.

Matthew 7:7,8
	Take care  of your own family's needs.
I Tim. 5:8 & Hag 1
	Parable of the talents.

Matthew 25:14-30

	Needs are
met by...
	Thinking you don't have any needs.
	Seed faith.

Give to get.
	Credit & borrowing.
	Faithfully using and giving from what you've received

	Primary Role
	Rejecter
	Owner
	Accumulator
	Steward/Manager

	Preoccupation
	Daily needs
	Money
	Comfort and convenience
	Wisdom

	Attitude
	Carefree

Proverbs 3:5,6
	Driven

Proverbs 10:17
	Entangled

Mark 4:19 & Haggai 1
	Faithful

Luke 16:10,11


Original handout written by John Maxwell of Injoy Ministries (www.injoy.com).  Updated and expanded by Brian Kluth (www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org)

10 Biblical and Practical Reasons to Teach People to Give 10% OR MORE of their Income to the Lord’s Work
By Rev. Brian Kluth, national and international generosity speaker and writer (www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org)

For many years I have been teaching and counseling with people across the U.S. and in over 30 countries on Christian financial, stewardship, debt, and generosity issues. Over this time period, I have discovered the following 10 truths concerning WHY all Christians (regardless of their income level, debt problems, or financial circumstances) need to be taught to give 10% OR MORE to the Lord’s work:

1. It is a tried and proven pattern of giving done by godly people throughout the ages (regardless of cultures and income levels). (Gen 14:17-20, 28:16-22  (Lev 27:30  (Pr 3:9,10  (Mal 3:7-15 (Mt 23:23 

2. It will help them reverence God by putting Him first in their life.  (Deut 14:23


3. It will bring God's wisdom and order to their finances and will help harness the dragon of materialism in their life. (Matt. 6:19-21,24-34 (Luke 12:16-21 (I Tim 6:6-10,17-19 (Ecc 5:10

4. It will serve as a practical reminder that God is the Owner of everything in their life.   (I Chron 29:11-18  (Ps 24:1,2  (Ps 50:10-12  (Hag 2:8 

5. It will allow them to experience God's creative care and provisions in ways they would not otherwise experience.                      (I Kings 17  (Pr 3:9,10  (Mal 3:7-15  (Hag 1:4-11, 2:15-19  (Lu 6:38  (Deut 28         (Phil 4:15-19  (Mk 12:41-44 

6. It will encourage their spiritual growth and trust in God.            (Deut 14:23   (Pr 3:5,6 Mal 3:8-10   (Hag 1:4-11, 2:15-19   (II Cor 8:5 

7. It will ensure them treasure in heaven.   (I Tim 6:18,19   (Mt 6:19-21   (Heb 6:10  (III John 8   (I Sam 30:22 

8. It will strengthen the ministry, outreach, and stability of their local church.                                      (Acts 2:42-47, 4:32   (II Cor 9:12,13 

9. It will help provide the means to keep their Pastor and missionaries in full-time Christian service.    (I Cor 9:9-11,14   (I Tm 5:17,18   (III John 5-8   (Phil 4:15-19   (Gal 6:6 Lu 8:3   (II Kg 4:8-10 

10. It will help accomplish needed building projects and renovations.                                                     (II Ch 24:4-14  (Ex 35,36  (II Kings 12:2-16 (I Ch 29:2-19 Ez 1:4-6 

If you would like to these generosity truths (and many more) communicated with your entire congregation, please visit www.GenerousLife.info where you can find information about the “40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life” that you can use to encourage greater giving in your congregation.

© Brian Kluth www.kluth.org 
ermon on the aMount
 "No one is to appear before me empty-handed."  Exodus 23:15
 By Rev. Brian Kluth, national and international generosity speaker (www.GenerousLife.info) 


Did you know that research discovered that only a very small percentage of Christians actually give 10% or more of their income to God's work!  A major reason for this is that most people honestly believe that their personal financial situation will not allow them to faithfully give 10% or more to the Lord.  

Possibly more than ever before, Christian pastors and leaders need to call people back to Biblical faith and action in matters of personal finances and generosity.  People need help seeing beyond their financial circumstances to discover that the God of the Bible longs to be active and real in their lives today.  The chart below identifies a number of Biblical characters in  various financial situations.  May these role models be a source of encouragement for you and the people you are able to influence for the Lord.

	Financial situation:
	God's desire is to...
	 Examples:
	Action Steps to Take:

	DIFFICULT OR IMPOSSIBLE CIRCUMSTANCES
	...encourage you.

...stretch your meager resources.

...help you give first to Him so you can experience His help.
	Single Mother's Example

I Kings 17:7-16
	1) Trust God and do not fear.

2) Make your first financial priority to give to God first (even before your family!) from your meager resources.

	SINGLE PERSON 
	...lead you and meet your needs.

...help you honestly face your future and financial situation.

...help you overcome loneliness.
	 Jacob's Promise

Genesis 28:16-22
	1) Entrust your future and all of your needs to God.

2) Begin to give 10% of your income to God.

	IN DEBT OR

BUSY TRYING TO MAKE ENDS MEET
	...stop your money from disappearing.

...help you make ends meet.

...help you make better financial decisions to get out of the financial rat race you're in.
	Haggai's Challenge

Haggai 1:2-11
	1) Consider your ways.

2) Give to God as your first and foremost financial priority.  Even ahead of family needs.

3) Serve the Lord and do not neglect the Lord's house.

	GIVING TO GOD FROM THE LEFTOVERS
	...bless you in ways you have not been experiencing.

...make you more productive.

...rebuke Satan from devouring your financial resources and possessions.
	Malachi's Test

Mal 1:13-14 and 3:7-11
	1) Begin to be honest with God about your finances.  

2) Quit stealing the tithe (10%) from God.  Giving from the best you have -- a full 10% plus additional offerings.

	WOULD LIKE

TO BE

MORE GENEROUS


	...help you be more grateful.

...make your giving a delight -- not just a duty or drudgery.

...help you give far more money than you ever dreamed possible.

...provide for you.
	Paul's Plan

I Cor 16:2
	1) Each Sunday, look back over the last seven days to "see" how the Lord provided (income, bargains, extra money, hospitality, help, etc.).

2) Give offerings of at least 10% for each provision.

	 RECEIVED EXTRA OR UNEXPECTED MONEY
	...thank Him and give you a practical way to show others that God is your Provider.
	 Abraham's Gift
Gen 14:17-24
	1) Recognize that this gift came from God by giving at least 10% to the Lord's work.

	OWN A VALUABLE

ITEM THAT IS NO

LONGER NEEDED
	...make you an encouragement, help, and example to others.

...help you de-accumulate so you can better serve God & others?
	Barnabas' Example

Acts 4:32-5:11
	1) Share or give this item to someone you know who has a genuine need.

2) Sell the item and give some or all of the proceeds to the Lord.

	 MORE MONEY

&/OR ASSETS

THAN NEEDED
	...have others joyfully follow your generosity.

... allow you to help see special projects surge ahead.
	 David's Challenge

I Chronicles 29:1-22
	1) Help underwrite a special project.

2) Give your gift & challenge others to generously give.

	CHRISTIAN LEADER

OR WORKER
	...energize you.  

...prosper the ministry.

...cause others to joyfully follow your example.
	 Nehemiah's Covenant

Neh 9:38; 10:31-39
	1) Honor the Lord's Day.

2) Work on eliminating debt.

3) Support the Lord's work with your tithes & offerings.


HOW TO INCREASE CHURCH GIVING
50 BEST Church Practices

and 80 BEST Websites

By Dr. Brian Kluth for MAXIMUMgenerosity.org Church Giving Seminars 
	TEACHING – Classes, Groups, Seminars

	1
	 Sunday School Curriculum  crown.org  pastors.com  
  GenerousLife.info goodsenseministry.com kluth.org/children.htm

	2
	 Small Group Curriculum GenerousLife.info 

  crown.org    goodsenseministry.com  pastors.com daveramsey.com   

	3
	 Financial Seminars   goodsenseministry.com
  crown.org   daveramsey.com   MyFamilyOrganizer.org  

	TEACHING – Written Materials

	4
	 Churchwide 40 Day Generosity Bible Devotional
  GenerousLife.info  MAXIMUMgenerosity.org  GiveWithJoy.org 

	5
	 eDevotional and Website Generosity Campaign

  GiveWithJoy.org  GenerousLife.info 

	6
	 Financial or generosity tracts/flyers/mailers
   kluth.org/tracts.htm  crown.org   MyFamilyOrganizer.org  

	7
	 Cartoons on Giving/Finances MAXIMUMgenerosity.org  

	8
	 Estate Planning Resources  Denominational resources

  MyFamilyOrganizer.org  nationalchristian.com visionresourcing.com
  aboutplannedgiving.com  barnabasfoundation.com 

	9
	 Newcomer/Membership Class resources 

  pastors.com  GenerousLife.info  MAXIMUMgenerosity.org 

	PREACHING & WORSHIP SERVICES

	10
	 Preaching Messages/Series pastors.com GiveWithJoy.org 
   MAXIMUMgenerosity.org  generousgiving.org   sermoncentral.com 

	11
	 Guest generosity speaker  Denominational resources

   www.crown.org  GenerousLife.info   

	12
	 Generosity testimonies (live or video)

  GiveWithJoy.org  goodsenseministry.com   generousgiving.org  

	13
	 Dramas with financial or generosity theme

  goodsenseministry.com    generousgiving.org    

	14
	 Weekly Worship Service Offertory Verse/Slide
   MAXIMUMgenerosity.org    istockphoto.com  bigstockphoto.com 

	15
	 Videos with financial/generosity theme bluefishtv.com  
  goodsenseministry.com  generousgiving.org  sermonspice.com  

	SHEPHERDING & COUNSELING

	16
	 Budget/Credit Counselors/Coaches  crown.org     

  goodsenseministry.com  DaveRamesy.com 

	17
	 Benevolence Offering & Assistance  crown.org

	18
	 Career Guidance crossroadscareer.org  crown.org/Career Direct

	19
	 Referral to a Christian Financial Professional
  kingdomadvisors.org 

	20
	 Estate/Planned Giving Services  Denominations
  aboutplannedgiving.com  nationalchristian.com  idonate.com 

  kingdomadvisors.org barnabasfoundation.com visionresourcing.com

	21
	 Target Group Ministries (single parents, women, 

   business owners/professional, etc.)   crown.org  fcci.org 

	22
	 Community/Denomination Foundation Referral
   nationalchristian.com    Denomination resources

	23
	 Financial & tax planning for church staff
   clergysupport.com  kingdomadvisors.org

	24
	 Ministering to people with the gift of giving
  generousgiving.org     crown.org  kingdomadvisors.org
   nationalchristian.com    thegathering.com   ministrywatch.com 

   soundmindinvesting.com   thegoodsteward.com  

	25
	 Collecting special offerings for the needy
   Denomination resources  samaritanspurse.org  angeltree.org 

	COLLECTIONS & ADMINISTRATION

	26
	 Offering Envelopes americanchurch.com churchbudget.com  

  envelopeservice.com  onewriteco.com   wengercorp.com  

	27
	 EFT-Electronic & Online Giving available     

  vancoservices.com   e-tithes.com  directtithing.com   etransfer.com 

   egive-usa.com paypal.com  networkforgood.org

	28
	 Stock brokerage giving account

	29
	 Giving kiosks in churches  givingkiosk.com
  churchmediakiosk.com  phoenixkiosk.com  

	30
	 Community/Denomination Foundation account      

  Denominational resources nationalchristian.com  

	31
	 Accept donated assets and gifts-in-kind
  idonate.com  nationalchristian.com  

	32
	 Legacy Club of promised estate planning gifts

  kluth.org/legacy.htm MyFamilyForms.org  aboutplannedgiving.com  

	33
	 Annual confidential analysis of giving patterns
  MAXIMUMgenerosity.org 

	34
	 Financial info on website  calvaryftl.org   1freechurch.org 

	35
	 Review national church salary survey studies
   nacba.net  christianleadershipalliance.com 

	36
	 Approved list of projects awaiting funding
   1freechurch.org/list.shtml 

	37
	 Giving statements/chart sent out 3-4x/year
   MAXIMUMgenerosity.org

	38
	 Financial newsletter sent w/statements
   MAXIMUMgenerosity.org

	39
	 Faithful church accounting practice   

    churchlawtoday.com   nacba.net   ecfa.org   

	40
	 Generosity info in church bulletin and newsletter

	41
	 Policy & practice of church faithfully giving 10%+

	42
	 90-Day Tithing Challenge Guarantee  www.injoy.com
   www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org   www.leaderskillsinc.com

	LEADERSHIP TRAINING

	43
	 Conferences for Pastors & Church Leaders 

   christianstewardshipnetwork.com for megachurches 

   MAXIMUMgenerosity.org     christianleadershipalliance.com
   goodsenseministry.com   crown.org  

	44
	 Training Videos and Materials for Pastors/Leaders 

     MAXIMUMgenerosity.org  visionresourcing.com

	45
	 Staff/leaders asked or required to be faithful givers

	46
	 Financial ministry leader/committee established to

  advance Biblical $ teaching and generosity

   www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org  christianstewardshipnetwork.com

	47
	  Written financial, borrowing, generosity

  philosophy, principles, practices & policies

   www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org    www.nacba.net   

	CAMPAIGNS

	48
	  Annual Stewardship Campaign or Pledging

  www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org (40 Days or 6 week campaign) 

   www.generousgiving.org     www.stewardshipresources.org  

  www.barnabasfoundation.com    www.klwenterprises.com   

	49
	  Missions Conference or Faith Promise www.acmc.org 

	50
	  Building/Capital Campaign Services/Resources
  generis.com injoystewardship.com  cargillassociates.com arks.org
  rsichurch.viscern.com  christianinvestors.org thegagegroup.com
  shepherdsgroup.com tlcministries.com excel-ministries.com  

  stewardshipenrichment.com  pastors.com (Time to Build Kit)  

  MAXIMUMgenerosity.org  GenerousLife.info  


By: Dr. Brian Kluth, Pastor, Author, Speaker, Media Commentator
To request corrections, changes, or recommend additional ideas and websites,  email Brian Kluth: bk@kluth.org  

© www.kluth.org  Free copyright use for non-commercial or media purposes.

Part 2: 12-MONTH GENEROSITY PLANNING WORKSHEET

Determine which best practices you will schedule, research, initiate, and/or implement in your church.
	Best Practices…
	See:
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	TEACHING
	
	* = Good month to consider doing.

	SS Classes $ Curriculum
	1
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	$ Small Groups Offered
	2
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	Financial Seminar
	3
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	

	All-church 40 Days Generosity Focus
	4
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	Stewardship Campaign or Pledges
	48
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	Estate Planning Seminar
	20
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	Incorporate in membership class
	9
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	$ Tracts/flyers in lobby or mailed
	6
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Children’s Curriculum
	1
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	Youth Curriculum
	1
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	PREACHING & WORSHIP
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Weekly generosity verse/slide
	14
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Preaching message or series
	10
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Giving testimonies (video or live)
	12
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Dramas
	13
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Video clips on $
	15
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	*

	SHEPHERDING & COUNSELING
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Budget Counselors Trained/Available
	16
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Benevolence Ministry
	17
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Career Guidance Help
	18
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Estate Planning Services
	20
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Financial planning for staff
	23
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Ministry to gift of giving people
	24
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	COLLECTIONS & ADMIN
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Benevolence offerings collected
	17
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Offering Envelopes offered or sent
	26
	*
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*

	EFT &/or Online giving setup/offered
	27
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Stock brokerage acct setup/offered
	28
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Community/Denom Foundation Acct
	30
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Legacy Club mailing/seminar
	20/32
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Annual confidential giving analysis
	33
	*
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Financial info on church website
	34
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Review salary survey info
	35
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	
	

	List of pending projects needing funds
	36
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Send giving statements (3-6x/year)
	37
	*
	
	*
	
	*
	
	*
	
	*
	
	*
	

	Financial newsletter (3-6x/year)
	38
	*
	
	*
	
	*
	
	*
	
	*
	
	*
	

	$ Info (& articles) bulletin & newsletter
	40
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Training for Pastors & Committee
	43/44
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Establish leader or Committee
	46
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Written philosophies, practices, etc.
	47
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CAMPAIGNS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Annual stewardship or pledge drive
	48
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	90 Day Tithing Challenge Guarantee
	42
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	Missions conference or faith promise
	49
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	

	Building/Capital Fund Campaign
	50
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	Other idea(s)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



This is the 2nd page of a 2 page document: “How to Increase Church Giving: 50 Best Church Practices & 80 Best Website” that was compiled by
Dr. Brian Kluth, Pastor, bestselling author (www.GenerousLife.info), speaker, media commentator, and founder of  www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org .  

To receive Brian’s  FREE Monthly Email Newsletter for pastors and church leaders, go to:  www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org


Treasurer’s Worksheet for Annual Confidential Assessment of Church Giving Records

For year: ______   
  Which giving categories are included in this report? (General Fund Giving (Missions     (Designated       (Bldg/Renovation/Special Projects

	Total Amount for the Year
	List specific total amounts
(Use additional paper if necessary)
	Add up amounts and total # of giving households in this category
	% this group gave of total offerings
	% of total households this group represents

	$15,000 or above
	
	$                       #
	%
	%

	$8,000-$14,999
	
	$                       #
	%
	%

	$4,000-$7,999
	
	$                       #
	%
	%

	$2,500-$3,999
	
	$                       #
	%
	%

	$1,500-$2,499
	
	$                       #
	%
	%

	$1000-$1499


	
	$                       #
	%
	%

	$500-$999
	
	$                       #
	%
	%

	$300-$499
	
	$                       #
	%
	%

	$100-$299
	
	$                       #
	%
	%

	$1-$99
	
	$                       #
	%
	%

	$0 - Giving record is blank
	
	$0.00               #
	0%
	%

	TOTALS
	
	Total Giving:      Total #
                          of  hshlds:
$                     #
	Should add up to: 100%
      %
	Should add up to: 100%
       %


L E A D E R S H I P   S U M M A R Y

 The top 10% of givers adds up to #____ of households.


This group gave a total of $ ____________ which is ______% of the total amount given.

 The top 20% of givers adds up to #____ of households.


This group gave a total of $ ____________ which is ______% of the total amount given.

 The top 30% of givers adds up to #____ of households.


This group gave a total of $ ____________ which is ______% of the total amount given.

 % of households giving $1000 or more.  This yr: _____%      Last yr:______%     2 yrs ago:_____%

After a church’s leadership see the results of this study each year, they should pro-actively develop and approve the church's customized 12-month stewardship planning calendar (available at www.MAXIMUMgeneroisty.org) that will help lift people's understanding of biblical financial and generosity principles.

© Brian Kluth.  *Individuals, churches, and ministries who pay a copyright fee of $20 can copy and use Brian's materials for non-commercial purposes.  

Go to: www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org  for more generosity resources OR  to purchase required copyright permission to use this form and any of Brian’s website materials.

1) What are your comments about the value of this leadership forum?
2) Was this leadership forum…

· About what you expected.

· Better than you expected, because:______________________________________

· Worse than you expected, because:______________________________________

3) Which idea(s) do you think will be most useful to go back and implement in your church?

4) How do you think this leadership forum could be improved in the future?

There was no specific fee for your attending this seminar, but a FREE WILL OFFERING IS BEING ACCEPTED if you felt this event and the resources you received were helpful.

HERE IS MONEY FOR:
( $_________ Freewill offering… (This is a personal gift    (This is a church gift
( $49.95 CD of generosity resources for my church

PAYMENT TYPE:

( Cash Enclosed   ( Check Enclosed (to: MAXIMUM Generosity)  ( Credit Card # (below)
CC Number: ((((-((((-((((-((((
Expiration:((-((       (Master Card (Visa
Your Name:______________________________ Church:__________________________

Daytime Phone or Cell Phone: (((-(((-((((
Email:(((((((((((((((((((
Do you need a receipt sent to you be email?  (Yes  (No
THANK YOU!
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YOUR PERSONAL EVALUATION
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Senior Pa(www.kluth.org)





YOUR FREEWILL OFFERING FOR TODAY’S EVENT





OPTIONAL: $49.95 CD Purchase for Your Church


This CD will provide your church with $500 of generosity resources (a 90% discount)!





Biblical Generosity Resources for Churches by Brian Kluth (� HYPERLINK "http://www.kluth.org" ��www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org�)












































“Giving 10% is not the finish line, but the starting blocks of faithful giving to God’s work.”
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