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DAY 8!
,S[QYGLMWIRSYKL#
PROV. 30:8

ave you ever thought about “how much is enough”? One
wealthy person was asked this question and he answered,
“Just a little bit more.” But this isn’t the picture Scripture
paints. The writer of Proverbs 30:8 was inspired by the Holy
Spirit to pray for enough to satisfy his needs (not his “greeds”).
How much would be enough to meet your real needs? If God
provided you with extra beyond this amount, how could you
use the extra for the glory of God and the benefit of others?
Part of the process of discovering how much is enough
is to determine the difference between your needs and wants.
I believe God is concerned about our real needs and often
graciously provides for desires. But he is not a magic genie in a
bottle who gives us three wishes so we can have everything we
set our eyes on.
In my own family, I was more materialistic than my wife.
She was a very content person and did not seek after lot of extra
things. Her contentment and wisdom frequently protected us
from buying things we didn’t really need. The problem for many
of us is we think contentment comes from getting everything
we want. But the truth is real contentment comes from being
thankful for everything we have and sharing it with others.
1 Timothy 6:8 tells us that godliness with contentment is
great gain. Any of us, regardless of our age or income, can have
great gain if we love Jesus, follow him, and are thankful and
generous with everything he has given us. Once we realize we
can be “content” with God and his provisions, we can then pray
and ask God to show us what enough is. Once we know what
enough is, we can then joyfully share any of the over-and-above
resources we receive for the glory of God and the benefit of
others.
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Give me neither poverty nor riches!
Give me just enough to satisfy my needs.!
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Sometimes
God
increases
our income
not to
increase our
standard
of living
but to
increase our
standard
of giving.
Randy Alcorn,
Author

8LIXEPISJX[S
GLIGOFSSOW
A number of years ago, I was inspired by a young
businessman and his wife who prayerfully
decided they would live on his $50,000 annual
salary and give any additional income to God’s
work. Within six years, they had given over $1
million! I was so moved by this story I talked
with my wife about doing something similar.
We decided to open up a second checkbook. The
first account would be our “living” checkbook
and the second one would be our “giving”
checkbook. We determined a specific five figure
income that would be “enough” to put into our
living checkbook each year, and everything else
would flow into our giving checkbook. Since
then, we have been happy and content “living”
on five figures, and have joyfully used five
or six figures every year from the giving
checkbook for God’s work. Our giving
checkbook has allowed us to give special
gifts to our church, ministries, missions,
charities, and the needy. We have also
used money in the giving checkbook to
create generosity materials being used around
the world—including this devotional!
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REFLECT/DISCUSS!

PRAYER

Would you be willing to pray and, with
God’s help, determine how much is
“enough”? If God gave you extra money
beyond this amount, how would you
want to use it for God’s work?

Heavenly Father, help us to
determine what “enough”
is for our family and to
joyfully and generously
share the rest. AMEN
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DAY 9!
8LIXEPISJX[S]SYRKQIR
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If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if
you give up your life for me, you will find it .

ere are some valuable insights from Randy Alcorn’s blog:
The streets of Cairo, Egypt were hot and dusty. Our
missionary friends took us down an alley. We drove to a gate
that opened to a plot of overgrown grass. It was a graveyard
for American missionaries. We saw a tombstone that read—
William Borden, 1887-1913.
Borden, a Yale graduate and heir to great wealth, rejected
a life of ease in order to bring the gospel to others. Borden gave
away hundreds of thousands of dollars to missions. After only
four months of ministry in Egypt, he became sick and died at
the age of 25. I dusted off the epitaph on Borden’s grave which
ended with a phrase I’ve never forgotten: “Apart from faith in
Christ, there is no explanation for such a life.”
We then went to the King Tut exhibit and it was mindboggling. Tutankhamen, the boy king, was only 17 when he
died. His burial site was filled with valuable treasure and tons
of gold.
I was struck by the contrast between these two graves.
Borden’s was obscure, dusty and hidden off the back alley of
a street littered with garbage. King Tut’s tomb glittered with
unimaginable wealth. Yet where are these two young men now?
One, who lived in opulence and called himself king, is in the
misery of a Christ-less eternity. The other, who lived his life in
service of the one true King, is enjoying his everlasting reward
in the presence of his Lord. Tut’s life was tragic because of an
awful truth discovered too late—he couldn’t take his treasure
with him. William Borden’s life was triumphant. Why? Because
instead of leaving behind his treasure, he sent it on ahead.
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He is
no fool
who gives
what he
cannot keep
to gain that
which he
cannot
lose.

Jim Elliot,
Martyred Missionary
to South America
1927-1956

1MPPMSREMVIXS
QMWWMSREV]
In 1904, William Borden graduated from high
school at the age of 16. As heir to the Borden
family fortune, he was a very wealthy man.
During an around-the-world graduation trip,
God put a desire in Borden’s heart to become a
missionary. Borden attended college at Yale and
a fellow student wrote, “He came to college far
ahead, spiritually, of any of us. He had already
given his heart in full surrender to Christ.” During
college, Borden made an entry in his journal that
simply said, “Say ‘no’ to self and ‘yes’ to Jesus
every time.” Borden and a friend started a college
ministry that eventually grew to 1300 students
that would meet for prayer and Bible study before
breakfast. He also ministered to widows,
orphans, and the needy. After attending
Princeton Seminary, Borden left for the
mission field. While studying Arabic in
Egypt, he became sick and died at the
age of 25. In addition to sharing his life
and wealth while he was alive, the New
York Times reported Borden left nearly
his entire estate (˜$1 million) to foreign missions
and Christian causes.
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REFLECT/DISCUSS!

PRAYER

Why do you think money and material
possessions hold such an attraction for
most people? What can you learn from
the lives of William Borden and King Tut?

Heavenly Father, help us
to live more for eternity
than life here on earth.
AMEN
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DAY 10!
3RP]SRIXLMRK
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The Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you
are so upset over all these details. There is
really only one thing worth being concerned
about. Mary has discovered it – and I won’t
take it from her.”!

hat are you concerned about today? School, work, sports,
relationships, finances, or family? Every day, there are so
many things that can flood our minds and fill our days with
anxiety and worry.
Martha had a house full of unexpected company and was
trying to get a big meal ready for Jesus and his friends. There
was lots to be done and Martha was busy doing it. But instead
of helping in the kitchen, her sister, Mary, was sitting at Jesus’
feet and listening to what he had to say. The harder Martha
worked without Mary’s help, the madder she got. Finally she
had enough. Martha marched into the room where Mary and
others were listening to Jesus and told Jesus to tell Mary to help
her. But instead, Jesus said there was only one thing worth being
concerned about and it wasn’t dinner!
Most people don’t spend time reading God’s Word when
they wake up every morning because they start their day so
concerned about the many things they feel they have to do that
day. They wake up and enter their day with anxious hearts,
troubled minds, stress in their bodies, and pain in their faces.
Like Mary, I discovered many years ago, that I needed
to spend time with the Lord. I decided to make the time and
take the time every morning and evening to read God’s Word
and pray. I have found the Lord then gives me the strength,
guidance, and wisdom to handle the challenges I face each day.
Hopefully, all of us can learn a lot from the story of Mary and
Martha about the one thing that is more important.

2
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LUKE 10:41-42
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He who runs
from God in
the morning
will scarcely
find him
the rest of
the day.
John Bunyan,
Author of
Pilgrim’s Progress,
1628-1688

4WEPQKMJX
I was having my daily morning devotions
when I came across Psalm 67:7, “God blesses
us that all the ends of the earth will worship
him.” Later at work that day, I was given a
small bonus. I immediately wondered,
“How can I use this financial blessing to
help someone at the ends of the earth?”
That night, I was talking with a young
woman who was going on a mission trip to
a small island in the Philippines. Since this
was on the other side of the world, it sure
sounded like the ends of the earth to me.
With Psalm 67:7 still on my mind, I handed
her $67.07 and told her when she got to the
island that she should find someone
that really needed help. I asked her
to give the person the $67.07 in cash
and Psalm 67:7 written on a card.
Several weeks later, I received a
letter from a young Filipino man
telling he received the money from
my friend, and that the money and
verse met a great need in his life.
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REFLECT/DISCUSS!

PRAYER

1 Peter 5:7 tells us to “cast all of our
cares upon him because he cares for
us.” What is something that is troubling
you? How can you better use the time
and energy you spend worrying to
instead worship God in this matter?

Heavenly Father, forgive
us for being so anxious
about so many things and
not spending more time
listening to you. Help us to
turn to you and learn from
you every day. AMEN
20

DAY 11!
&MKSJJIVMRKFEWOIXWMR-RHME
EX. 35:5

undreds of thousands of Israelite slaves left Egypt in the
middle of the night under the leadership of Moses.
While they were in the wilderness, God spoke to Moses
about building a tabernacle as a center for the people’s worship
and religious life. God’s instructions to the people through
Moses were “from what you have, take an offering for the Lord”.
I love this idea of learning to give from what we have. There is
no need to worry, grumble, or complain about what we don’t
have, but to joyfully and generously give from what we do have.
This is true for everyone, regardless of how little we may have.
While a guest preacher at a small mud hut church with
a dirt floor in India, it came time to take up the offering. They
passed around large plastic wastepaper baskets. Later, I asked
the pastor why the baskets were so big. He told me he taught
his people to give from “what they have”. He showed me one of
the baskets. It was filled with rice, bread, eggs, vegetables, fruit
and a little bit of money. He went on to say that financially the
people were very poor, but they learned to trust God to provide
for them and to generously give from whatever he provided for
them during the week.
In another church I visited in India, they even built “tithe
houses” the size of an average home. These tithe houses were
built so people could faithfully bring the first portion of their
crops to the Lord’s house to support the church’s ministries and
missions outreach.
God invites each of us to determine what he has provided
in our lives. We can then generously share from what we have
(our time, talents, treasure, and things) to honor God and help
advance his work in our church, community, and world.
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From what you have, take an offering for the Lord.
Everyone who is willing is to bring to the Lord
an offering.
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We are not
cisterns made
for hoarding;
we are
channels
made for
giving.
Billy Graham,
Evangelist

0ETXSTGSQTYXIVJSV
XLI&LYXER&MFPI
The Bible teaches we are to give from “whatever
we have”. While ministering in northeast India,
I found myself without any cash. There wasn’t
an ATM for hundreds of miles. However, all
my needs were being met by my hosts. I was
introduced to a man from Burma who for 10
years had been translating, by hand, the entire
Bible into the Bhutanese language. He had 66
school notebooks filled with his translation
work. He now needed a computer so he could
type everything into it and have the Bible
printed and distributed all over Bhutan. I
wanted to help him, but I didn’t have any
money. The Lord spoke to my heart with
the thought, “He doesn’t need money, he
needs a computer. Give him the laptop
you have.” I stayed up most of the night
transferring my files to an external hard
drive. Early the next morning, I gave
my laptop to this Christian brother so
he could finish his translation work. He left
rejoicing in God’s provision. A few years later, I
received a copy of the Bhutan Bible (see picture)
that my laptop helped complete.
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REFLECT/DISCUSS!

PRAYER

List some of the available time, talents,
treasure, and things that God has
given you. What is a way that some of
these things could be used for the Lord
and for others?

Heavenly Father, help us to
clearly see what you have
given us and help us to
generously and joyfully share
it for your glory. AMEN
22

DAY 12!
8LVIIIRZIPSTIW
LEV. 27:30

once heard someone say everyone spends the first 10% of
their income somewhere, but the wise people give their first
10% to God to honor him and thank him for his provision in
their life.
Think about it. Whenever you get money, it begins to
flow out. Sometimes it even flows out faster than it is coming
in! But wise people make sure the first tenth—or more—of
their financial blessings flows back to God’s work. This doesn’t
happen accidentally, it happens intentionally. And the very best
way to do this intentionally is to “set apart” your giving for the
Lord’s work.
When my children were young, they each had three money
envelopes. Whenever they received money for some work they
did or as a gift, we would help them set apart 10% into their
giving envelope, 20% would go into a savings envelope, and
the rest would go in their spending envelope. As parents, we
wanted our children to know all they had comes from God, and
it was right to honor and thank him for his provision by giving
the first 10% or more—back to God.
Do you have a plan to intentionally set aside resources
to give to God? I know one elderly woman who set apart
God’s money in a cookie jar. Another person I know had a
separate bank account for the Lord’s money. Others give money
electronically every month. And some keep a special bookkeeping account for their giving. Setting up a plan and starting
this practice of being a faithful giver will allow you to give to
God whats right, not what’s left.

4
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One tenth of the produce of the land, whether grain
from the fields or fruit from the trees, belongs to the
Lord and must be set apart to him as holy.!
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Give
God
what’s
right,
not
what’s
left.
Popular
quote

0MXXPIKMVP½RHW+SH´W
QSRI]MREHVE[IV
Pat was in her late 80s when she told me a story.
When she was seven years old, during the Great
Depression, she asked her mother for a penny to
buy candy. Her mother replied, “Honey, we don’t
have a penny.” Pat answered, “Mommy, yes we do!”
“Where do we have a penny?” Asked her mother.
“In that drawer over there.” “What do you mean?”
“In that drawer there’s a little box. We’ve got
over $2 in that box.” “Honey, that’s God’s money.
That money doesn’t belong to you and that money
doesn’t belong to us. That’s God’s.” “Where did you
get that $2 from, Mommy?” “Well, I went and worked
10 days as a nurse for somebody who was very
sick and I got $30. When I came home I put
$3 in that little tin, and that’s God’s money.
We gave $1 of it away and now we still
have $2 left to give.” “What about the rest
of the money?” “That’s all gone, and we
don’t have a penny in this house for us.”
Pat never forgot that lesson. At a very young
age, she learned some things belong to God,
even when you are facing tough times.
May we come to understand the same thing.
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REFLECT/DISCUSS!

PRAYER

If you have an intentional plan for
setting aside 10% or more of your
financial blessings for God’s work,
what is that plan? If you haven’t done
this yet, what could you do to start?

Heavenly Father, help us to
see your financial blessings
in our life and then to have an
intentional way to set aside
10% or more to give back to
your work. AMEN
24

DAY 13!
(IGPEVMRK[LSMW1MR]SYVPMJI
DEUT. 14:23

astor James MacDonald once wrote: “First things belong
to God. The first day of the week belongs to God. The first
hour of the day belongs to God. The first portion of your income
belongs to God. When you make God first, he will help you.”
While we should all realize 100% of our lives, time,
and resources belong to God. There is something about
systematically honoring him first that brings God’s order to all
of our finances. In the Old Testament, tithing (giving 10%) was
a way for people to declare to God he had the first place in their
life and finances. In the New Testament, we are instructed to
seek first the kingdom of God, and the things necessary for life
will be added to us.
When it comes to starting each day, it is wise to spend
time in devotions and prayer. When it comes to our week, it
is wise to join together with the family of God at church for
worship, teaching, service, and fellowship. When it comes to
our financial blessings and provisions, it is wise to give 10%
or more to the Lord’s work. With each of these actions, we are
declaring to God, ourselves, and to anyone watching our lives
that following God is the most important thing in the world to
us. And when we do this, we find God guides us, provides for
us, protects us, and watches over us.
Reading God’s Word, praying, worshipping, serving, and
giving aren’t to be sporadic things in our lives. Instead they
are to be a systematic part of what we do and how we live.
Declaring God #1 is not just about lip service, but about life
service – living for him and honoring him day by day and week
by week with all we are and all we have.
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The purpose of tithing is to teach you always
to put God first in your lives.
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Your
financial
records and
calendar
are
theological
documents,
they tell
who and
what you
worship.
Brian Kluth,
Author &
Speaker

0MXXPIFS]´W!
XLVIINEVWERHKMJX
I will never forget teaching a Sunday School class
of squirming, silly eight-year-old boys. I brought
enough jars and labels to the class so each boy could
make up three money jars. I was trying to teach them
the three primary purposes for money – give, save,
live. The first jar was for giving to God, the second
for savings, and the third for living/spending.
Each boy did a good job designing their labels
and putting them on their three jars. I told them
whenever they got any money they should divide
it between the three jars, always starting with God’s
jar first. A few months later, I was about to head off
on a six-week ministry trip to India and Alex came
running up to me at church and pushed two $1 bills
into my hand. I asked him, “Alex, what’s this for?”
He said, “Teacher, do you remember the
three jars? I went home and did what you
said. These two $1 bills are from God’s
jar and you’re going to India to do God’s
work and God wants me to help you.
And today I heard about a missionary in
Africa, so I am going to start putting more money
in God’s jar to help him.” That morning, I realized
Alex got what some people never get—the first
purpose of money is to give to God’s work.
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REFLECT/DISCUSS!

PRAYER

If someone looked over your
calendar and financial records,
who and what would they say is
important to you?

Heavenly Father, help us to live
for you each day and each week
by giving you first place in our
calendar and finances. AMEN
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DAY 14!
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Then the LORD asked him, “What do you
have there in your hand?” “A shepherd’s staff,”
Moses replied..!

or 40 years, Moses lived in the desert on the backside of a
mountain as a runaway, being a shepherd to his father-inlaw’s sheep. But when he was 80 years old, he had a personal
encounter with God who asked him, “What do you have in
your hand, Moses?” “A shepherd’s staff,” Moses replied. God
then told him to throw the staff down and it became a snake.
Moses was then told to pick up the snake by the tail, and when
he did, it became a shepherd’s staff again. When Moses had
used the staff for those 40 years as a shepherd, it had been a
symbol of his personal power, protection, and provision. But
after his encounter with God, it became a symbol of God’s
miracles in front of the Egyptians and the Israelites.
What’s in our hands? What skills, provisions, time,
abilities, and resources do we personally possess? What do
we lean on as our source of power, protection, and provision?
Under God’s direction, are we willing to throw these things
down? Are we willing to release our control and ownership of
these things? And if we do, when God tells us to pick them up,
are we willing to use them under the Lord’s direction and for
his glory?
When we are open to spontaneously releasing everything
in our hands to the Lord, we will have the privilege of being
part of God miracles for all to see. What may be our prized
possessions, proven skills, personal positions of influence,
prideful accomplishments, available time, or stored-up
resources can become part of a living miracle when we yield
whatever is in our hands to be used by the Lord.
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What
makes the
Dead Sea
dead?
It is
always
taking in,
but never
giving out.
D.L. Moody,
Evangelist
1837-1899

1IEPXMQIHIGMWMSR!
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XLI0SVH´W[SVO
I know of a couple who decided to sell a beautiful,
debt-free, $4 million home they owned. But the
house sat quietly on the market for several years
with no offers. One day over a meal, the man
commented to his wife, “Maybe the reason God
hasn’t allowed the house to sell yet is we don’t know
what we’d do with all the money if we did sell it.”
They decided to write down some things they would
like to do with the $4 million. First, they wanted to
give over a $1 million to the Lord’s work by helping
their church, widows and orphans, and missions.
They also wanted to build a retirement
home and to be of help to their children.
Shortly after, they received a $4 million
offer on their house! When the check
arrived, they followed through on their
commitment to give over $1 million to
the Lord. They also continued to serve
the Lord faithfully and generously with
their time and talents in their local church and
other ministries.
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REFLECT/DISCUSS!

PRAYER

Whether someone is rich or poor, why
do you think possessions become
such an attraction and/or distraction
for people? Why can’t possessions
bring lasting happiness?

Heavenly Father, whether we
have little or much, help us to
always live open-handed in a
tight-fisted world and to find
our greatest joy in following
and serving you. AMEN
28
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Over 100+ Bible verses—check ’em out and check ’em off!

 Give Generously

 Give Willingly

 Give Systematically

 Give Joyfully

 Give Spontaneously

 Give Regularly

2 Ch 31:5, 1 Ch 29:14-17,
1 Tim 6:17-19, Philemon 1:6
Dt 14:22, Gen 28:16-22,
Prov 3:9-10, Lev 27:30-31

2 Cor 8:12, 1 Chron 29:6,
Exodus 35:21-22, Dt 15:10
2 Chron 24:10, 29:36,
2 Corinthians 8:2
Deut 16:16, 1 Cor 16:2,
Neh 10:35-39, Num 18:28-29

1 Ch 29:14, Ex 35:21-29, 36:3

 Give Radically
Acts 2:44-45, 4:32-37,
1 Kgs 17:7-16, 19:19-21

 Give Thoughtfully
Hag 1:3-11, 2 Cor 9:6-7

 Give Reverently

 Give Faithfully

 Give Freely

 Give Expectantly

 Give Humbly

 Give Eternally

 Give Cheerfully

 Give Extravagantly

Mt 2:11, Dt 14:23, Ex 34:26,
Mal 1:6-9, Lv 22:20, Rev 5:12
Mt 10:8, Prov 11:24,
Ezra 1:4-6, 2 Ch 31:14
Deut 8:18, Ps 112:9,
Mt 6:1-3, 1 Ch 29:14

Lu 16:9-11, Dt 14:27,
2 Ch 31:4-8, 1 Cor 4:2

Lu 6:38, 12:33, Phil 4:19,
Mal 3:8-10, 2 Cor 9
Mt 6:19-20, 1 Tim 6:19,
Mk 10:21, Heb 11:13-16
Jn 12:1-8, Mk 12:41-44,
1 Chron 29:2-9, Ex 35

2 Corinthians 9:7

 Give Proportionally
1 Cor 16:2, Deut 16:17,
Exodus 35:5, Ezra 2:69

 Give Thankfully
1 Tim 6:6-10, Ps 50:14

Romans 15:4 says,

“Everything that was written
in the past was written
to teach us.”
Source: Pastor Brian Kluth, Founder of the www.GenerosityPledge.org Movement
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World’s #1 Way to Grow Givers & Giving
30 & 40 Day Generosity Devotionals
Used by over 3,000 churches of all sizes (25 to 25,000 people), types
(suburban, urban, rural, overseas), and from 100+ denominations.

AS LOW AS $2.99 each!
Customized 4-page covers for $1/more

Our easy-to-use generosity Bible devotionals are widely
used for church-wide generosity teaching, pledge
drives, building projects, and outreach campaigns.
• Daily Bible Readings.
•	Life-changing Biblical financial and generosity
principles.
• Daily inspirational quotes.
• Encouraging articles and stories.
• Helpful financial worksheets.
• Weekly discussion questions for groups and classes
“Our church used Brian’s Bible devotionals and we
received $200,000 for a special outreach offering and in
the following months our giving went up 50%.” Pastor
For a FREE preview eCopy/APP or to order online, visit www.GenerousLife.org

30 & 40 Day Companion
Digital Campaign Kits
To help you increase the positive impact of our devotionals,
$100,000+ was invested in creating these companion materials.
DEVOTIONAL
DOWNLOADABLE APPS
•
•
•
•

iPhone/iPad
Android Phone/Tablets
Windows8 Computers
Daily email or online version

•
•

VIDEOS
Worship Services
SS Classes & Small Groups

•
•
•
•
•

•

COMPANION MATERIAL
Sermon helps
Banners & Posters Digital files to copy or print
Children’s curriculum
40 Giving Ideas for Families/
Groups/Kids for community
outreach
40 Daily audio teaching
Mp3 files to make available
online or to copy and
distribute on CD’s
$500 IN BONUS MATERIALS
Year-round Generosity
Resources: Cartoons,
Webinars, Pamphlets,
eBooks, Bulletin Inserts, and
much more!
Cost is based on church size
@ www.GenerousLife.org

“After using Brian’s devotional and campaign kit – we met
and surpassed our budget for the first time in 4 years.”
Church Leader
90-Day Delayed Payment Option Available – Toll-free: 866-935-5884

